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APRIL 2012: Spring has Sprung! 

From the Editor: 

S 
pring brings flights of fancy to a young man’s heart… 

Well, something like that, anyway. 

Hope your flights are fancy and your flying machines 

are all you dreamed they would be! 

Everyone has been talking about the great early start this 

year, and after getting out there a couple of times, I’m im-

pressed and surprised to find the field in really GREAT 

shape and quite dry for this time of year. There has been a 

noticeable amount of tidying and cleanup done already by 

Marc Lanthier and crew. This bodes well for our annual 

cleanup day, May 5, when we should be able to get right at 

projects instead of wading in muddy water, chasing down 

junk and debris. Note the date change to one week earlier. 

Our Flight School has held their first Ground School session 

which I attended as an observer and was very surprised to 

discover the amount of information being passed to the stu-

dents. This is truly a Herculean effort by Goose and Hal, 

who bring out half a hobby shop to show and tell with. Im-

pressive work, gang! 

Flight School is scheduled to start up Tuesday May 1, 

weather and conditions allowing, so if you are a student and 

signed up with Goose, standby for further notices!  

Aerobatics Sessions hope to start Wednesday May 2 as 

well, so let’s hope the weather will cooperate with us this 

year. Come on out and join the fun! This is all about learn-

ing to fly better.  

This month’s Club Meeting will feature a much-

requested radio programming session by Isabel De-

slauriers. She will cover a broad range of elements and 

reasons WHY you should use them. 

Next month (May) will be the Dinner meeting at DS BBQ 

again. Bring your better half and family as you wish! We will 

be taking reservations at the April meeting at $10 each, like 

last year.  

See you out there soon, 

Gary Robertson 

Coming Stetson Meeting Events: 

April 24th Regular Meeting & Radio Programming  

                                       with Isabel Deslauriers 

May 29th  Dinner Meeting at DS BBQ  

  RESERVE your tickets in advance for this please.

 
Our website address:  http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

President’s Message:                                     

Warm Weather has arrived which means flying! I hope 

you can take the opportunity to get out to the field and 

have some fun. We know how much fun our previous 

club events have been and this year can be the same. 

Successful events mean work, and to make the work 

easier we need volunteers. The past years events 

have been successful because of our volunteers.  

 
At our next meeting, we will review our club events 
for the remainder of 2012. To ensure a great year 
full of events, there is an identified need to have 
someone or a group of individuals step forward 
and become the event coordinator(s). If everyone 
steps forward in some manner we will have a great 
year with little effort. 
 
New members and visitors are always welcome to 
our Club. If you are interested, come out to the 
field and learn about our great hobby or just watch 
us fly. Sunny days and especially Saturdays and 
Sundays during the summer you will find members 
at our field flying their planes and helicopters. 
 

   Hope to see everyone at the airfield this summer, 

participating and helping at our events!    

Dan Marcotte, President. 

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE: 

Field  Cleanup Day is now May 5, with rain day 

May 6. Warm and dry conditions mean we can 

get the rolling done earlier. Please Help Out! 



Club Officials and Contacts 

President Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Vice-President Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950 

Secretary John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Membership Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Treasurer John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler  613-883-3367  

Webmaster Simon Nadler 613-883-3367  

Newsletter Gary Robertson        613 746- 4209 

Events Coordinator Gary Robertson 613-746-4209  

Field Coordinator Marc Lanthier            613-700-0281 

Safety Officer:  Hal MacDonald         613-764-1950 

Contact your executive at:  contact@stetsonflyers.com 

 Snail Mail Address:  

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club 

3940 Innes Road 

PO Box 91542 

Please visit our web site at  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

 

Our web site is hosted as a 

community service by 

 

Newsletter Questions and Answers: 

Not Getting Yours? 

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you 

on the list! 

 

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the 

last Tuesday of each month, except for December, 

June, July or August.  The meetings are held at the 

Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush Theatre. 

 

Bring and Brag: 

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to 

bring something of interest to show to the group.  It 

could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo 

of a technique.   Items for sale are welcome. 

 

Use the back door to the museum!   

To get to the back door follow the road around to the 

extreme left side of the museum.  Pass through the 

gate in the perimeter fence and proceed to the back 

door. 

 

Photo Credits: 

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are 

by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our secretary-

treasurer John Jackson, or our Vice President Hal 

MacDonald. 

 

Want to propose something? 

Members in good standing can bring motions from 

the floor at any regular meeting.  The motion will 

need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by 

the members present.    Sometimes the outcome is 

that the motion is tabled so more information, impli-

cations, etc. can be gathered and presented. 

You can help speed up the process by giving the exec-

utive a “heads up”  by sending an email to con-

tact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive 

meeting which happens the Tuesday  before a regular 

meeting.  This will allow the executive team a chance 

to research the idea in advance of the meeting and 

gather any required information. 

Club Dues 2012: 

General Member :                                            $80.00 

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time stu-
dent)                                                              $40.00 

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)    $40.00 

Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)

                                                               $130.00 

MAAC Membership:  (required)                $90.40 

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC direct-

ly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com


Call for Volunteers: 

Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work. 

Please step forward and volunteer to assist at  the events noted above. 

Ed Rae, IMAC and IMAA Giant Scale are our three big events this year, and each could use many helpers. 

Canteen help, scribes at the IMAC contest,  registration table,  event specific and general assistance plus 

cleanup are all required on the day of the event.   

You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated. 

Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early! 

There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fledglings… 

 

T 
hose of you new to the Stetson club 

may not understand the smile on 

members faces at the field… apart 

from the obvious, our field is typically under 

water at this time of year. 

Whilst that is good news for those who fly float 

planes, the rest of us have to wait patiently for 

the ditches to do their job. 

This year’s weather has been exceptionally dry 

and afforded many, myself included, some ear-

ly flying time. 

This is also possible due to the efforts of the 

executive and club members who last year 

attended the annual field cleanup day. Re-

scheduled for May 5, 2012, cleanup day in-

volves volunteers who work like crazy to pre-

pare the field and repair/paint/clean every-

thing that makes our field the best in the re-

gion. 

I strongly encourage you to attend and partici-

pate in this important event. No only will you 

be contributing to the good of the club but you 

will meet lots of your fellow pilots, some of 

whom, I’m sure, will become life-long friends. 

Thanks to those of you who attended and as-

sisted with the Ground School session held on 

Tuesday April 10, 2012. 

Twenty people attended including twelve stu-

dents to listen, learn and ask questions about 

our great hobby. 

Hal MacDonald brought a small hobby shop 

worth of equipment, aircraft, batteries, 

chargers and examples of everything that we 

talked about.  Thanks Hal! 

Nigel presented a section on electric power 

and battery care and clarified some of the black 

magic surrounding today’s battery technolo-

gies. Thanks Nigel! Many thanks also to Len, 

Dan, Gary , DS BBQ and those who assisted. It 

was a successful first night. 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, Flight 

School is tentatively scheduled for the first 

week of May. All students and instructors will 

be emailed with information surrounding the 

start of the school, including those on the 

waiting list. You will want to keep an eye on 

the Flight School webpage for the latest and 

ongoing information. 

Finally a reminder that I am available to answer 

any and all of your questions at any time. 

Send them via email, Facebook, text message 

or even in person! 

See you on the flight line! 

Simon (Goose) Nadler,  



Meeting Minutes - 27 March 2012: 

The meeting was opened with a motion by Bob Butter-

worth, seconded by Sue MacDonald.  There were 41 mem-

bers in attendance. 

New members and guests were greeted including Mr. Cou-

lombe and Mr. Boucher. 

A motion to accept the minutes as published was made by 

Rod Elliot, seconded by Dave Martin.  Motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report was presented.  A motion to accept 

the treasurer’s report as presented was made by Gerry 

Nadon, seconded by Mike Gratton.  Motion carried. 

The current membership stands at 84 members. 

Webmaster – no report. 

Newsletter – no report; Gary still in Florida. 

Field – The field is in great shape.  The drainage ditch is 

really working well.  Field cleanup may be moved to an 

earlier date due to early spring weather.   

CFI Report – The new date for ground school is April 10th.  

Flight school starting date may also advance if weather 

holds.  All information will be put in the Flight School sec-

tion of the Stetson Website. 

Old Business – the cheque for field rental has been cashed.  

The Grass contract is waiting on a decision by last year’s 

contractors if they will return.  Otherwise we have four 

contractor names that we will call in for an estimate.  We 

would like to maintain our current contractor since they 

have two tractors, which means the time the field is closed 

for grass cutting is half than another contractor with one 

tractor. 

New Business – a motion was made by Bob Butterworth to 

give $200 to Marcel Pronovost for keeping the road at the 

field clear of snow over the winter.  Seconded by Norm 

Kihl .  Motion carried. 

Gerry Nadon made a motion that the club participate with 

a static display in the Classic Wings and Wheels event at 

the Canada Aviation and Space Museum on June 9, and 

also in a static display on Canada Day July 1st.  Motion was 

seconded by Hal MacDonald.  Motion carried.   

 

Events – our events list is published on the web site.  Scott 

Clarke is looking after the Giant Scale event, but we need 

members to manage and assist with the remaining events.  

A motion to close the meeting was made by Ed Whynot, 

seconded by Gerry Nadon.  

The meeting was followed by Bring’n’Brag and an excellent 

presentation by Scott Clarke on various aspects of 3D fly-

ing. 

Safety Reminders:  

Frequency Control: 

Over the past several weeks at the flying field it has 

been noted that members were not using the Fre-

quency board or impound area when they should be.  

ALL non-2.4 GHz transmitters will be placed in the 

impound stand when not in use. Get into the habit of 

pinning up and using the impound stand. 

Do not switch on or remove non-2.4 GHz TX from the 

impound unless you have the proper frequency pin 

installed on our frequency control board. The fre-

quency pin must also indicate your name, frequency, 

and your valid MAAC number. Wide band radios are 

not to be used. 

Low Passes:                                                          

We all love to do them, but there is a right way and a 

wrong way. 

The right way is to CALL your intentions clearly, and 

then fly parallel to, but NOT OVER the runway. 

The runway must be kept clear at all times for land-

ings (always the priority) and take-offs. 

Be a SAFE flyer and keep a safe distance between the 

flight line and your aircraft by flying “in the weeds” 

beyond the far side of the runway at all times. 

Set-Up Tables: No more than 60 Sized A/C  

Don’t RUN those big ones on the setup tables. Use 

the starting poles at the pit exits please. It’s ok to as-

semble the big boys, just not run them there, for fear 

of tearing off tails. They need wing restraints. 



 

Stetson Field Survival School: 

(or how to fly with all those others) 

We Stetsons are fortunate to enjoy the many benefits 

of a large club membership. Besides a great field, we 

also have several well populated interest groups of 

flyers who enjoy the many disciplines of Radio Control 

flying. 

If you are a newer pilot or perhaps an occasional sport 

flyer, there can be a  very real intimidation factor in 

finding your way into the air among the many aircraft 

types from speed demons going 100 plus mph, aero-

bats practicing manoeuvers in lines, 3D flyers hovering 

around and doing spectacular flips and spins, and of 

course those rotor heads flying helicopters!  

Good grief, it’s a busy place on a good day! 

So how do we all fly together without creating a great 

ball of wreckage out there? Well, in a word, it’s all 

about TAKING TURNS, not necessarily sharing air-

space.  

Courtesy and common sense go together well in de-

ciding whether you wish to fly at the same time as oth-

er styles of aircraft flight are taking place.  

We all share the same airfield, and the correct proce-

dure is to be 100% ready to fly, and when the other 

guys land, you fire up and take off. If you are doing 

Sport Flying in circuits around the field while others are 

doing aerobatics, 3D or other styles, having a spotter can 

really help here! If you are still not keen on flying while 

others are up doing aerobatics, etc., simply wait until the 

other folks land. You can then take off and have a peace-

ful flight.  

This is also true with many other types of flyers: giant 

scale, jets, helicopters, etc. If you are not comfortable 

flying with what is in the sky at the present, just wait. If 

you are flying and someone else makes you nervous, you 

can always land and go back up in a few minutes. Again, 

a spotter helps a lot. Explain your comfort level and they 

can help keep you, your plane and everyone else safe. 

Remember to SHARE TIME, not necessarily AIRSPACE. 

Aerobatics Corner: 

Well gang, it’s here! Spring flying weather is spotty 

but fantastic when you catch the right day. 

Wednesday May 2 will be our ‘formal’ start! 

Reminders this month of several significant events 

coming up soon for us aerobats: 

April 24 Club Meeting: Radio programming. 

This one is a really great introduction to radio and 

airplane setups which you will be using in aerobatics. 

Isabel Deslauriers is a superb pilot and has a lot of 

knowledge to share with us. We will continue the 

theme on Wednesdays at the field, as she can’t cov-

er everything in one session. 

April 28: IMAC Judging Seminar, Orleans Library  For 

everyone trying to learn the correct moves, seeing 

how the figures are judged gives us a much better 

picture of the right vs. wrong way to fly. Superb in-

formation session.  

Also please note IMAC is a peer-judged activity. Pi-

lots judge pilots, and continue to learn in helping out 

this way. As we learn and progress as IMAC pilots, 

we will help as judges too. 

May 5: Cleanup Day.  

Please come lend a hand if you are available. Many 

hands make light work. 

May 26: IMAC Boot Camp, Stetson Field:  

This one is a great opportunity! Do attend. We will 

be taught the basics of aircraft setup, how an IMAC 

contest operates, and we will see some demonstra-

tion Basic and possibly Sportsman sequences. Come 

meet others from the region who are also interested 

in becoming IMAC pilots. 

Wow! And if that’s not enough fun, remember to get 

out there and FLY! 

See you Wednesdays, everyone! 

Gary. 

 



Recent Photos from around the Club:  

Goose’s fabulous Corsair...first showing! 

Cockpit detail and weathering are great! 

Pierre flirts with the speed stuff... 

Dave presents his MXS-R 
Alfredo’s big MXS-R Gasser. Flies great! 

Verrrrrry nice Pattern Ship! 
But Who owns it? 

Show and Tell, Stetson Style.  Scott presents 3-D flying. 

Ground School night: an entire hobby shop! 

Ground School:  Goose at the point! 



More Pics from around the field: 

Newly reborn with Gasser Boxer Twin power! Who has a  

Dave’s very nice Syssa-powered MXS-R Toys for Boys 

Pete’s got some EXTRA (300) going on the side... 
My other brother Gary readies Pulse! 

         O M G ! 
What a sound this thing makes! 

Stetson Field photo from City of Ottawa Archives.  

DON’T land here! 

OR HERE! 

OR HERE Either! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Flying Days are here! Where are you? 

Send in your photos and we’ll get them in here! 

John gets familiar with his new Pulse. Gary Baughman out with new Escapade. 

Appropriate thanks after successful maiden ! 

Barry takes up new profession: Shoe Shine Boy! 

Dave’s new Hurricane is flying GREAT! 

The Club Liar’s Bench: Just testing it out! 


