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The Stetson Flyer
April 2016 Issue: FLYING TIME!
Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

President's Message
Good Day

W

arm Weather is due to arrive shortly which
means flying! I hope you will take the
opportunity to get out to the airfield and
have some fun. Please check out the
calendar on our website for coming events. We are
underway for 2016!
You know how enjoyable our previous club events have
been and this year can be the same. Successful events,
however, require work. Past years’ events have been
successful because of our volunteers. In order to make
this year’s events run easier, we need to count on you.
Please be a volunteer! Your executive cannot do all
events (our salary does not permit overtime). Lol.

STETSONS COMING EVENTS:
April 27, 2016: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM Aviation Museum
April 28, 2016: Ground School
7:00 PM D&S BBQ
May 6 & 7, 2016: Field Clean up
Stetson Field
May 26, 2016: 40th Anniversary Dinner
6:00 PM. MFO Community Centre. 6600
Carrière St. Orleans
June 4-5, 2016: Ed Rae Memorial and 40th
Anniversary Fun Fly. Stetson Field

New members and visitors are always welcome at our
club. If you are interested, come out to the field and
learn about our great hobby— or just watch us fly.
Sunny, calm days during the summer (especially
Saturdays and Sundays) will find many members at our
field flying their planes and helicopters. We are
friendly! Just let us know your interests.

June 25, 2016: Heli Fun Fly
Stetson Field
July 1, 2016: Static Display
Canada Aviation & Space Museum

Just a reminder to all pilots that you are required to
have a valid 2016 Stetson Flyers membership and a
valid 2016 MAAC membership prior to flying at our
field.
Remember to reserve the date for the coming Stetson
Flyers Clean-up Day on May 6 and 7th (rain date May 8)
More details will follow.
Hope to see everyone at the airfield this summer!
Daniel Marcotte, President
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The Stetson Flyers 40th Anniversary Planning Committee
The Committee had it's first meeting to plan and organize our celebrations for this special year. Several projects are
underway and we will keep you informed as plans firm up for these activities. Items coming up soon include our
Official Anniversary Dinner on May 26th. Details to follow soon, but plan on attending! This will be a really special
evening.

Here are the members of the Committee: First Row: Hal MacDonald, Gerry Nadon, Gerard Pronovost, Marc Lanthier
and Simon Nadler. Back Row: Bob Myhara, Scott Murphy, Daniel Marcotte, Gary Robertson and Pierre Coulombe.
Missing is Michael Lalonde.

Please Show Your Cards
When you are at the field, please put your MAAC card
and your Stetsons card in a visible location. On your
hat is excellent. On your field box? Transmitter box?
Pinned to your Club Jacket? All Excellent.
As long as they are VISIBLE so that you are readily
identified as a current MAAC and Stetson member,
everyone will be happy.
We all share a responsibility to ensure that ALL flyers
are current MAAC members. We also need to know
you are a Stetson member, and it is a challenge every
year to keep up with the new faces! Help us by making it easy to check credentials and learn who you are.
A big thanks for participating in this!
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Executive for 2016

Newsletter Questions and Answers

President

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Secretary

Mark Lanthier

613-262-9818

Membership

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Treasurer

Mark Lanthier

613-262-9818

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December, May,
June, July or August. The meetings are held at the Canadian
Air and Space Museum in the Bush Theatre.

Appointed by the Executive

Not Getting Yours?
Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you on the list!

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Bring and Brag:

Webmaster

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Newsletter

Bob Myhara

613 744-1619

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to bring
something of interest to show to the group. It could be a new
plane, a build in progress, or a demo of a technique.

Field Coordinators

Pierre Coulombe
613-824-8942

Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com
Snail Mail Address:

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are by our
webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor Bob Myhara,
or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Club Dues 2016:

Want to propose something?

General Member prior to April 1, 2016

$80.00

General Member after April 1, 2016

$100.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
$40.00

Family Membership prior to April 1, 2016 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$130.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2016 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$150.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

Don’t forget that the Aviation Museum requires us to use pay
parking ($3 for the evening) at the front of the museum and
enter through the main front doors.

Photo Credits:

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)

Use the FRONT door to the museum!

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca

Members in good standing can bring motions from the floor at
any regular meeting. The motion will need to be seconded,
then discussed and voted on by the members present.
Sometimes the outcome is that the motion is tabled so more
information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a
“heads
up”
by
sending
an
email
to
contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance to
research the idea in advance of the meeting and gather any
required information.

**NEW** memberships after September 10th half price.
Not valid on renewals or lapsed memberships.
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F-18 Airframe at the National Research
Council

As it turned out, this airframe was the one that served as
the “test bed” for this work. I assume that soon the old
fuselage will be scrapped. But for now it is there to see.

This F-18 fuselage was spotted last year on the National
Research Council (NRC) grounds. It was found discarded
behind a fence where I mistakenly thought it was a
Voodoo. Looking at it again, I realized it was an F18.

Bob Myhara

The identification markings are from the Strike Fighter
Squadron 97 (VFA 97), also known as the "Warhawks", a
United States Navy F-18E fighter squadron stationed at
Naval Air Station Lemoore, California. I wondered why a
US Navy F-18 airframe would turn up in Ottawa, especially
since it also had an Australian air force roundel marking.
Doing a search of the web for VFA 97 and NRC, produced a
paper, published by the NRC describing how the NRC
scientists did some corrosion fatigue work on the wings of
a US F18, in partnership with the Australian air force and
NATO.
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Stetson Flyers Meeting Minutes:
January 27, 2016

T

he meeting was opened at 7:30 with a motion
from Robert Butterworth seconded by Gary
Robertson. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of October 28, 2015 was put forward by Gerry Nadon, seconded by Norman Khil. Motion passed unanimously.
The Webmaster reported that a Refresh has been made
to the site. Old links are being deleted. A question regarding how stable the site is was raised. The Webmaster replied that the problem that occurred with our provider has been fixed. The Webmaster reminded again
members that if they encounter any problem they
should email him.
The Field Coordinator reported that the field is in good
winter condition. Both the road and the parking lot are
well maintained. A shovel is available to clean the snow
off the setup tables. The winter shelter heater is working very well.

April 28, 2016 has been set as the date for the School’s
ground school meeting. Anyone may attend. The important dates concerning the Flight School are on the
Events Calendar. May is the target date for the beginning of classes.
The Newsletter Editor informed those present that the
Newsletter should go out to members before the end of
the month. Photos, stories and articles of interest are
always welcomed.
Safety Report.— The Safety Officer presented a MACC
document concerning FVP (first-person view) and reminded the audience that there are regulations concerning the radio bands that some FVP equipment may
use. It was pointed out that there will be a need to
have a board to indicate which band(s) are being used.
Interested club members will provide the executive
with the necessary information.
The Events Coordinator indicated that our plate was
full. There is no room for any other event. A coordinator is still needed for the event of July 1 at the Museum
of Aviation and Space.
The 40th Anniversary dinner is in the planning stages.
At this time the cost of the dinner is approximately

$30.00 but as everything else these days it is subject to
change. All present and past members are invited along
with their partner/spouse.
The Event Coordinator asked for old photos. The President indicated that he has two albums of old photos.
The Events Coordinator also asked if there were any
members interested in visiting, on a Saturday, the Vintage Wing Museum. Interest was shown.
The President showed the first version of the Club’s hat
featuring the Crest and Logo for the 40th Anniversary.
They will be on sale shortly. The plans are to sell the
hats for $20.00, the shirts for $55.00 (crest and name),
and jackets for $110.00.
The President continues to be in constant contact with
out landlord. As of this date there is no news on the
environmental studies that were completed.
A motion to adjourn was submiterd by Gerry Nadon
seconded by Sue MacDonald. Motion passed unanimously.
After the meeting Paulo de Sousa (assisted by Emmanuel Briere) gave a presentation on FVP which included
videos and slides. During and after the presentation,
both Paulo and Emmanuel were bombarded with questions. Paulo gave the audience the opportunity to see
and touch a number of Quads and display goggles. The
club sincerely thanks both Paulo and Emmanuel for
their interesting and informative presentations.

Stetson Flyers Meeting Minutes:
February 24, 2016

T

he meeting of February 24, 2016, was cancelled
because of inclement weather.

Stetson Flyers Meeting Minutes:
March 30, 2016

T

he meeting was opened at 7:30 with a motion
from Dan Marcotte seconded by Scott Clarke.
Motion passed unanimously. Forty-three persons
were in attendance. The President welcomed
new members and guests.
A motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of January 27, 2015 as circulated: was put forward by Gerry
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Nadon and seconded by Dave Martin.
passed unanimously.

The motion

The Webmaster had nothing new to report. The topic
of members’ I.D. photos for the website was raised.
Efforts will be made to take photos of members who
wish to have their photo on our website.
Due to the Field Coordinator’s absence due to illness,
the President reported that the field was in good
condition. He reminded members that the ground is
still wet and soft and care should be taken not to create
low spots. This is especially true at the middle entrance
to the runway where the ground is low and water and
mud accumulates.
The Chief Flying Instructor reported that May is the
target date for the beginning of classes with April 28 as
the evening for the ground school. The program is
getter bigger and its success can be measured by the
number of graduates that are in the Club. The CFI
called upon those who have not instructed in the last
five years to apply to join the group of instructors. He
also asked for anyone who may have Spektrum
transmitters 5E or higher to consider giving them to the
Club. Information about the School’s book will be given
on the evening of the ground school.
The Newsletter Editor reported that the next
Newsletter is scheduled for mid-April. As this is the
40th anniversary of the Club’s founding, he asked
members to submit photos or stories relating to the
club’s past activities, for publication in upcoming
Newsletter editions.

Safety Report: Hal MacDonald VP/Safety Officer
Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club

T

o date no Safety incidents are reported. As a
Safety reminder, I have listed several
mandatory Safety requirements taken from
“MAAC Safety Document: MSD 6 – General Category
R/C Model Aircraft)”:
No member shall operate a R/C model at a MAAC
registered flying site until he or she has demonstrated
that they can control the model in a safe and
competent manner or is under the direct supervision of
a qualified instructor; and All members shall prior to the
first flight of the day: Conduct a thorough pre-flight
inspection of all control linkages and control surfaces
for correct direction of movement and secure

The Safety Officer asked everyone to do a complete and
thorough inspection of their planes before the
beginning of the flying season. Electronics should also
be given the same attention. He reminded everyone
that a range check is mandatory before each first flight.
And again he asked all members to read the MAAC
safety rules and guidelines along with the Club’s own.
Standing in for the Events Coordinator, who is sunning
himself warmer climates, the President informed those
present that the Club still needed one volunteer to
manage one of the planned event. The 40th
Anniversary Dinner is being planned and a committee
has been struck.
Anniversary celebrations will continue with the annual
Ed Rae Memorial & Stetson Flyers 40th Anniversary Fun
Fly.
The President informed the members that the
environmental studies process for the new landfill is still
ongoing. The President also reported that he is
optimistic in obtaining again this year from our landlord
a garbage bin.
A motion to adjourn was put forward by Gerry Nadon
and seconded by Ed Whynott. The motion passed
unanimously.
The meeting was followed by a series of interesting
videos compiled by Simon Nadler.

installation, and conduct a proper range check of the
radio system IAW the Transmitters OEM guidelines and
is only required prior to the first flight of the day.

Neckstraps
There have been several cases of transmitter neck strap
users accidentally knocking the throttle
stick when getting ready to fly. This unintentional action
can have very serious safety consequences so take
great care with your pre-flight preparations and the
walk to the flight line. All neck strap users also have to
be extremely careful around the propeller area. Don’t
let a distraction become a safety incident.
Pacemakers
(Taken from the British Model Flying Association
(BMFA)
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The use of radio control equipment by heart pacemaker users has been investigated but no direct interaction
problem has been identified. If you are a pacemaker
user, however, and you require more information you
are strongly recommended to speak to the Consultant
who fitted your pacemaker. They should have all the
technical specifications of the particular unit you use
and should be able to identify any problems you may
have. It should be noted that modern pacemakers,
fitted since around 2006, are very much more resistant
to interference that the older models and should give
very little cause for concern.

Fledglings…
April 2016
Boy did the season arrive early and with a bang this
year only to be followed up by winter storms and
temperature shifts up and down the scale!
Despite our considering opening the Flight School early
to suit the weather, it was somewhat lucky that we left
it for the first week of May.
Ground School
Is the next Flight School event and is happening on
Thursday April 28, 2016 at 7:00pm at the D & S
Southern Comfort B.B.Q restaurant in Carlsbad Springs.
This informational session is for absolute beginners
with no flying experience up to and including those in
Flight School who would like a refresher before the
season starts in May.
During the two hour session we will cover a lot of
information in an easy to understand format. Questions

Be “S.M.A.R.T.” with your Transmitter.
S - Switch on
M - Model selected is correct
A - Aerial secure / extended
R - Rate switches all in correct positions, throttle low
T - Transmitter voltage good and Trims all in
correct positions

are encouraged as others are bound to have the same
questions and we are all there to learn.
Hal & Sue MacDonald bring an amazing array of
equipment and some aircraft to keep things interesting
and I do my best to pass on all the information and
keep you awake.
Many come for dinner beforehand and the food is
pretty good so feel free to do so. The session is free to
club members but everyone is welcome, especially
those who are looking to join the club and/or Flight
School. (Dinner is not provided by the club).
As mentioned, Flight School might begin as early as the
first week of May (weather permitting). Keep a close
eye on the Flight School web page as it is updated
regularly from now until the end of the flying season
(again depending on the weather, but typically in the
September/October timeframe).
If you are returning to Flight School this year, now is the
time to get your aircraft up to scratch including
everything I’ve talked about in this column in the past…
your airframe, batteries, support equipment, fresh fuel,
supplies of WindexTM & paper towels to mention a few.
A reminder that the Flight School is run by volunteers
who with their many years of experience are giving
their time, commitment & reliability for the good of you
the students. You need to make the same
commitments to them for the school to succeed, so
commit and be a part of the success that is the Stetson
Flight School.
As always, I am available at anytime for your
questions… email me at cfi@stetsonflyers.com as I will
help you out.
Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight
school, onward and upward!
Goose
Chief Flying Instructor
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erobatics
Corner:

S

pring is trying to get going as I write this.
I’m also trying to get going again after a long
winter of no flying except the simulator.
Hope all of you were able to make max use of this
most important tool in our aerobatic training. It really
does make a huge difference, and if you are not taking advantage of this training aid, you are missing
out.
Like the soon-to-be spring flowers, some new aircraft
are appearing in various build posts, photos and hints
going around, so watch for these at the field this
spring.
I am re-doing a Sukhoi 97” beast, and I know Pierre
Menard is working on a monster 3.1 meter Sukhoi as
well! There are new Yaks I’ve seen, as well as Edges
and Extras. We also saw Barry re-maiden a beautiful
Sbach late last fall, and Andre maidened a new Extra
as well.
Working up a new bird is always exciting and a bit
nerve-racking as well. Those first few flights are scary,
and the chance of something going wrong is at it’s
highest.
So how do we minimize the odds against us?
PREPARATION!
When you build it, don’t cut corners. Do it right, take
your time and get help if you are stuck or out of genius ideas! No matter what, we have people who know
how to do it properly! So ask and be sure it’s done
100% ok.
Check out everything on the bench before it goes in
the aircraft. Cycle batteries, bind up and hook up the
receiver to all servos and very carefully ensure everything is perfect! Pressure test the tank and lines for
any sign of leakage. Make sure the fuel filter is installed properly.
Exercise all the controls and set the control surface
throws for your low and hi rates according to either
the model’s instruction book or to your own specifications. It is a good idea to use graduated throw meters to get the throws set accurately. Then get the
CG right before you ever try to fly it. Move batteries
and other stuff to adjust CG. Try to avoid adding bal-

last!
There are an endless list of little things that you will
work through carefully, one at a time, making sure to
get it right the first time.
The results of all this painstaking work should be a
trouble-free aircraft, right?
Well, maybe… there always seems to be a small number of items that need immediate attention after the
first flights. Check EVERYTHING for tightness and
leaks, cracks, binding, etc. Listen for funny noises,
and be wary of anything that seems strange or unexpected. The stresses and vibrations our aircraft are
subjected to will show up weak spots and items
needing attention in a hurry!
As you find and fix all these little gremlins, your confidence and faith in the package will improve, as will
the reliability in the air. Your mechanic time becomes more maintenance-focused, and you are now
in a position to really enjoy your new bird.
For all of us with aircraft from last year, please go
over them with the utmost patience and attention to
detail.
Things get worn, loose, cracked, out of adjustment,
and just plain broken as we use our equipment. Take
the time NOW to really go over those birds thoroughly and repair as needed to bring them back up to asnew standards. CHECK your Tx and Rx batteries carefully by charging and discharging, noting the capacity.
Replace anything that is suspect.
We have a lot of $weat equity invested in these aircraft. They need our serious maintenance attention
to ensure we are flying safe, enjoy their potential,
and get to appreciate them for many years.
See you out there soon folks!
Gary.
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
Visit to Vintage Wings of Canada! February 27, 2016
The Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club would like to thank Vintage Wings for providing us with an excellent experience at the
facility. We had 26 members visit the hangar and thoroughly enjoy the guided tour. Our THREE guides were delightful to listen to
and learn from. They provided us with so many anecdotes, facts, history, great stories and lots and lots of answers for the
questions from our very keen group! Of special interest to Stetson Flyers was a model of the Hawker Typhoon built by Wayne Smith
of Stetson Flyers. The aircraft was donated to Vintage Wings and is on display in the Vintage Wings Library.

The Group

Wayne Smith and the Typhoon

Stetson Club's annual Winter Fun Fly! March 5, 2016
Saturday March 5, 2016 was a really nice Canadian Winter Day! It was a bit nippy, but sunny and most importantly, CALM! 08:00 16C to noon, -6C afterwards, winds nil. The Stetsons hosted our Winter Fun Fly to 28+ hardy folks who came out and flew, chatted,
and enjoyed the Chili! Thanks to Sue and Hal MacDonald for being the organizers of this event. Thanks also to all those who gave
their time so that the meet was a success.

Thanks to Gary Robertson for his commentaries on the events.
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Special 40th Anniversary Pictures
In recognition of the 40th anniversary of Steton Flyers, Gerry Nadon has submitted some picture for us to see.

Although the club was started in 1976, the flying field has
moved three times. The first field was on 10th Line Road.
In 1985 the club moved to Trim Road.

Trim Road Field
The Trim Road Field was, however, short lived and a new
field, was found in 1985 on the present Frontier Road site.

Andre Matte
Many events were carried out in those early days like the
first Giant Event.

New Frontier Road field (in its raw state).
A lot of work was necessary to get the field in shape.
Here we see Andre Matte digging up the field for some
unknown reason (above right).

First Giant Event (1990)
In those first days, the runway was where the pits are
today!
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Special 40th Anniversary Pictures
Also popular at that time were cross-country events,
where a pilot in the back of a pick-up truck, flies an airplane cross country.

Dave French piloting in circ. 1987

Below left Bill Pride and his Bearcat at the Mall (1990s).

Gerry Nadon and George White

Other events included flying at Winterlude events.

Mike Igham—Place D-Orleans
Winterlude circ. 1980s
Also static displays at Place D’Orleans Mall

But also of course we
all take time to relax
and enjoy the hobby
like Bert Fortier in
1990

11

Making Servo Extensions
By John Rest
All of the servos or devices in our aeroplanes are connected to a radio receiver. The servo wires have a male
connector, while the radio has a female connector. We use servo extension wires to span the distance from the servo
wire to the radio.
Ideally we would like to have as few extensions as possible (ideally one) between the servo and the radio. In cases,
such as a detachable wing, where the connection must be regularly connected and disconnected, it is better to use an
extension wire connection where accessibility is better. It also saves wear and tear on the receiver socket.
Servo extensions can be purchased, but making them at home is cheaper, more customizable and more satisfying (to
me at least). If you keep a supply of the wire, pins and plugs they never go out of stock.
The tools and supplies needed (Figure 1) include bulk servo wire (AWG
22), scissors, hobby knife, a crimper, wire strippers as well as male and
female pins and covers.
I’ve tried other crimpers, but I’ve had the best results with the MPI model
ACC175 that I purchased at my local hobby store (Figure 2).
There are two sets of jaws, both with
peaks and valleys. I assume that the
numbers refer to wire gauges, but I only
use the jaws nearest the tip. When
Figure 1
crimping, the pin is fed through from this
side, which means that the insulated wire protrudes from the side of the crimpers with
the gauge numbers. The pins go in open side down; the dies in the valley that round
them over and close them are visible in the photo (Figure2). When properly inserted,
the front and rear crimping tangs will both be within the valley. Here's a closer look at
the male (Figure 3) and female (Figure 4) pins.

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Measure a length of wire approximately 1/4" longer than the desired total length. Hold all of the conductors together and cut
them flush to one another. I like to use scissors for this (Figure 5) but the wire cutter on the wire stripping tool will do just as well.

Strip 1/8" of insulation from the end of each
wire. This is how 1/8" looks in my wire
strippers (Figure 6).

Figure 5

Figure 6
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Place the wire into the pin (Figure 7). Push the wire down into place from
above rather than sliding it in - this stops strands from getting caught. The
insulated portion should fit inside the rear tangs and the stripped wire at the
rear of the front tangs (Figure 7). Hold the wire between the front tangs
with the thumb and forefinger of one hand and pinch together the rear
tangs together slightly with the other thumb and forefinger.
Insert the pin from the numbered side of the
crimpers with the open ends of the two crimps
facing the bottom of the valley (Figure 8).
Figures 9 & 10 shows the properly crimped pins
from the crimp open and crimp closed sides
respectively. The female connectors are
similar.

Figure 7

Figure 8
When all three pins have been crimped, insert
them into the connector engaging the tabs on the
open face of the connector (Figure 11). When the
pin is properly inserted there will be a quiet "click".
Figure 9

Figure 11

Figure 10

Regardless of gender end of the extension, the colour sequence is (left to right)
Orange/Pink/Yellow/White (signal), Red (positive), Black/Brown (negative). The
colour of the signal and negative wires depend upon the servo manufacturer. In
my limited experience, if a pin doesn't go smoothly into the connector it's for
one of three reasons: The pin is bent from excessive crimping force (straighten
by hand), the crimp is not fully formed (another pass through the crimper), or
there's excessive insulation squeezing out (trim with hobby knife). To pull the
pin out for a refit, carefully lift the connector’s plastic tab end with the point of a
#11 hobby knife blade, then slide the pin out. You can do this once or twice
before the plastic gives up, at which point you’ll need a new connector.

The end of the connector with the male pins will require the installation of a
female cover (Figure 12). The shape of the Futaba cover will ensure that a Futaba
connector cannot be inserted the wrong way, but for other manufacturers (JR,
Hitec), it will still be possible to insert the
connector the wrong way.

Figure 13

Here's how it looks when correctly installed
(Figure 13). If there's any doubt, tug the
Figure 12
connector and cover in opposite directions.
If the cover comes off, reverse it and install
from the other end. When the extension is
complete, check that it is wired correctly by plugging one end into the other; the
wire colours should match. Be sure to test the extension with a servo and servo
tester before putting it into service.
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