The Stetson Flyer
April 2019 Issue: April Showers Bring May’s Aero-Power

President's Message
Vice President’s Message
April 2019

Spring is here after a long winter and summer weather
will follow shortly, that means flying! It’s time to
reacquaint with friends at the flying field and see the
results of the winter build projects.
The 2019 calendar of events is available on the club
website and in the Newsletter. Please review the dates
and take the opportunity to come out to the airfield for
some fun. As per previous years, we have had
tremendous success with our club events due to
member participation and the many volunteers. For
this year’s events, we once again request your
assistance to help the events run smoothly and
successfully.
New members are always welcome at our club. If you
are interested, come out to the field and watch the
flying, chat with the club members ask questions, and
learn about this great hobby. On sunny calm days
during the summer, you will find many members at the
field flying with their airplanes, helicopters and drones
(particularly on Saturdays and Sundays). We are a
friendly bunch, just let us know your interests.
A reminder to all pilots that you must have a valid 2019
Stetson Flyers club membership and a valid 2019 MAAC
membership in order to fly at our field. In addition,
please remember to reserve the date for the upcoming
Stetson Flyers field clean-up on Saturday, May 4th.
More information on the field clean-up to follow.
Hope to see everyone at the airfield this season. As
always we welcome comments, suggestions and ideas
regarding the club and its operation.
Jim Denyer
Vice president Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
www.stetsonflyers.com

UP-COMING EVENTS:
April 24, 2019: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 pm Aviation Museum - Venue in the Main
Theatre.
Four dollars parking fee
Speaker: Jon Harper – The 1933 Boulton Paul P75
Overstrand Bomber
April 25, 2019: Flight School Start
Thursday April 25, 2019 at 7:00pm in Simon’s
(Goose’s) workshop in Embrun. Contact Simon
for more details.
May 4, 2019: Spring Field Clean-up
9:00 am. Stetson Field, Frontier Road (More
information to follow).

May 31, 2019: Last Regular Club Meeting
Time and place to be announced
June 1, 2019: Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly.
Stetson Field, Frontier Road
8:30 am. Registration. Flying starts at 9:15 am.
Rain day June 2nd.
June 15, 2019: Helicopter and Multi-Rotor Fun Fly
9:00 am. Stetson Field, Frontier Road. More
information contact Jim Denyer
July 1, 2019: Static Display
Canada Aviation & Space Museum. All day.
Bring your favourite plane and show it off!
July 13 & 14, 2019: IMAC Event
IMAC Aerobics Contest runs Saturday (July 13) &
Sunday (July 14) from 8:30 to 4 pm.
Canteen and limited camping available at the
Stetson field: 5800 Frontier Road. For more
information contact Gary Robertson
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Executive for 2019
President
Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
Vice-President
Jim Denyer
jdenyer@rogers.com
Secretary
Jon Harper jon.harper@schoeler.on.ca
Membership
Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
Treasurer
Pierre Coulombe 613-824-8942
Events Coordinator Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Appointed by the Executive
Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler
613-883-3367
Webmaster
Simon Nadler 613-883-3367
Newsletter
Bob Myhara
613-744-1619
Field Coordinator
Pierre Coulombe 613-824-8942
Safety Officer
Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950
Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Bring and Brag: Each meeting we encourage members
and guests to bring something of interest to show to the
group. It could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a
demo of a technique.

Special interest groups
Jets
Peter Wakefield gttd@rogers.com
IMAC / Aerobatic Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com
Helis / Drones
Jim Denyer
jdenyer@rogers.com
Snail Mail Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Club Dues 2019
General Member prior to April 1, 2019
General Member after April 1, 2019

$90.00
$110.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under,
full time student)

$50.00

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)

$50.00

Family Membership prior to April 1, 2019 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$140.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2019 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$160.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC
directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca
**NEW** memberships after September 10th half price.
Not valid on renewals or lapsed memberships.

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 pm on the
last WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December,
May, June, July and August. The meetings are held at
the Canada Aviation and Space Museum in the Main
Theatre.

Use the FRONT door to the museum: Don’t forget that
the Aviation Museum requires us to use pay parking ($4
for the evening).
Website: The Stetson Flyers Website Webmaster is
Simon Nadler. Please send all Web related questions to
Simon at: webmaster@stetsonflyers.com
Newsletter: The purpose of the Newsletter is to record
the events of the Stetson Flyers Club and contains:
minutes of general shareholder and board meetings,
notices of events and other related information of
interest to the members. The Newsletter is published
four times a year: on the 15th day of January, April, July
and October respectively. Stetson Flyers members are
encouraged to contribute written articles, pictures or
anything of interest to the Club. Contributors are asked
to submit material one week before publication. Send
material to the Newsletter Editor, Bob Myhara, by email
at: rmyhara@magma.ca
Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from the
floor at any regular meeting. The motion will need to be
seconded, then discussed and voted on by the members
present. Sometimes this may result in a motion being
tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be
gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the
executive a “heads up” by sending an email to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com.
Ideally, this should be done before the Executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the Executive team a chance to
research the idea in advance of the meeting and gather
any required information.

Check out the Zone G Website at

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
2

April, 2019

Tech Talk
Disposing of LiPO batteries:
There have been several articles and comments regarding the safe disposal of LiPOs in household trash. The standard practice is
to immerse batteries into a salt solution to fully discharge the cells. Some have suggested that the batteries can regenerate or
recover some of their charge and again pose a fire risk. As an experiment, fully charged LiPOs were immersed into a salt solution
for four weeks. After four weeks they were removed from the solution and stored at room temperature for two weeks. During
those two weeks, all the batteries were tested at one-day intervals, with a multi-meter. There was no discernable voltage in any of
the batteries. The batteries are truly dead and can be disposed of in the household trash. Bob Myhara
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi 2.4 MHz interference
Flyers have been using Digital Spread Spectrum radios using frequencies in the 2.4 GHz band for some time now. We use channels
with frequencies ranging from 2.400 to 2.4835 GHz. These frequencies are in the Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) band. We
share the band with Bluetooth devices, First Person View video links, Amateur Radio operators, and Wi-Fi devices.
Bluetooth devices include many devices, including wireless receiver and gyro controllers on some brands (e.g. Powerbox). In
addition, Wi-Fi is installed in some GO PRO cameras. Recently, tests were conducted to see if it is possible to simulate the loss of
radio control if the Bluetooth controller or GO PRO Wi-Fi is turned on. Antenna fades and holds all increased when an on-board
Bluetooth controller or GO PRO camera was turned on. As more and more electronic devices operate in this band, the potential
for radio interference increases. Until further advised, it is recommended to shut off your Bluetooth and WI-FL devices as well as
turning off or placing your cellphone in Airplane mode when flying.
From Vol 50-2 of the MAAC Magazine

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of November 21,
2018
The November general meeting was held at the
Canadian Aviation and Space Museum on November 21,
2018. The meeting was opened by Daniel Marcotte,
Stetson Flyers President, at 7:30 pm. There were 21
club members in attendance .

Washroom biffy is in place and with hand
sanitizer….which does not appear to freeze (almost
pure isopropyl alcohol).

CFI Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon reported that he has reviewed the statistics from
this summers flying school. He is touching base with
instructors and recent graduates to obtain feedback on
possible refinements.

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)

by Pierre Coulombe.
New guests or new members: None.

The next Newsletter will be published on the 15th of
January. Bob asked that any suggestions for articles be
submitted 10 days prior to publication or earlier.

Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of:

Safety Officer Report: (Hal MacDonald)

Motion to open the meeting: Jim Denyer; seconded

th

29 October 2018, as circulated:
Motion to approve: Hal MacDonald; seconded by John
Jackson. Motion: unanimous

Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte)
Daniel took the opportunity to inform those present
that this year’s membership was 135 members and
climbing.

Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon noted no problems have been received. If any
observations arise, please contact Simon.
The “for sale” items have been linked between the
Stetsons web page and Facebook page.
It was suggested that the swap shop could be promoted
through the Facebook page. Simon noted that events
for other clubs are noted in the Stetsons Webpage
calendar for easy reference.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
Field is snow covered, and the access road has been
cleared. Shelter is in place.
Salt bath for batteries has been replaced but please
note, this salt bath is for batteries damaged at the flying
field only.
Heater is in the shelter. Follow written instructions for
use. Only use the propane heater when necessary.
Please don’t leave it on all day. Propane is used quickly.

Only two prop finger interactions occurred this flying
season.
Remember to store your batteries as per manufactures
written instructions. Especially your lips.
Remember to store you gas and nitro safely.
Check your home insurance policy regarding plane
replacement and risks related to battery and fuel
storage within the house.

Refer to the PowerPoint presentation for further
suggestions to safely put your hangar to sleep for the
winter.

Events Coordinator Report: (Gary Robertson)
The Christmas party currently has 65 attendees
registered. Capacity is 85.
The proposed 2019 calendar of events was presented.
Dates are similar to 2018 but the IMAC event is shifted
forward a month to better align with other events
elsewhere. Most events have volunteer CD’s.

The zone director expressed an interest in combining
zone events. Stetsons is not certain this would work
well for the club.
The events calendar proposes the same combined helidrone event as last year.

President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord: (Daniel Marcotte)
Dan provided an update, including recent information
that Fed-X is also rumoured to be building next to
Amazon.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte) Daniel

Stetson Flyers November Minutes (Cont’d)
New Business:
Each monthly meeting will have a special presentation
included:
 Jan 30: Wayne Karperien – Test pilot and r/c scratch
building
 Feb 27: Simon Nadler – funny r/c video show
 April 24: Suggestions wanted!!
 May 29: Executive – Spring restaurant dinner
 The executive will investigate opportunities for
indoor flying and let people know times and dates.

50/50 Draw:
Tonight’s 50/50 winner was: Wayne Karparien, $35.00

Motion to adjourn:
Motion; Jim Denyer; seconded by Hal MacDonald.
Motion passed unanimous. Meeting adjourned: 20:30

Tonight’s Presentation:
Peter Wakefield and Brian Pepin.
Topic: Control Line Flying at Stetsons Field interestingly, almost all who attended have done
control line at some point in their lives. However only 3
currently have control line models at home.

Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of January 30, 2019
The meeting was held at the Canada Aviation and Space
Museum.
The meeting was chaired by Daniel Marcotte, Stetson
Flyers President. Meeting opened at 7:30 PM.
38 club members were in attendance.
Motion to open the meeting: Hal MacDonald;
seconded by Pierre Coulombe. Motion: unanimous.
New guests or new members: Welcome to Gerhard
Roth
Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of:
21st November 2018, as circulated: Motion to approve:
Jim Denyer; seconded by John Stewart. Motion:
unanimous

took the opportunity to inform those present that this
year’s membership was 52 members and climbing. This
level of membership at this time of year is good.

Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon reported that Rogers no longer supports certain
aspects of our website. Simon has rewritten the scripts
to make it functional. Please report to Simon if you
notice anything that is not quite right.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
Field is snow covered, and the access road has been
cleared 10 times so far this winter (last winter only
required 11 clearings).
The executive will evaluate this at the end of the season
to see if financial adjustments are needed.
Lock de-icer is on the gate post should the gate lock
freeze.
Flyers are asked to push snow off the shelter roof if a
build up is noted. Also dig out the sides of the shelter if
too much accumulates and starts pushing the sides in.
A bag of sand is located in the shelter should it be
needed for ice.

CFI Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon reported that they are planning the next training
season taking into account the feedback received from
last season.

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)
The Newsletter was published on the 15th of January.
The next newsletter is to be published April 15th.
Suggestions for articles are be submitted 10 days prior
to publication or earlier.

Safety Officer Report: (Hal MacDonald)
No incidents reported so far.
Keep warm, watch exposed skin, dress for the weather.
Transport Canada’s new regulations do not come into
force until June 1, 2019.
MAAC will enjoy some exemptions to these new
regulations. MAAC is currently covered under the
temporary refs, so nothing changes for us until June 1,
2019.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers January Minutes (Cont’d)
Report from the Events Coordinator: (Gary
Robertson)
March 2nd will be the annual Stetsons winter fun fly.
The executive will run this event but is looking for
volunteers. Please let Dan Marcotte know if you are
able to help with setup.
The spring field cleanup is scheduled for May 4th
weather permitting.
The date for the Stetsons IMAC event has been moved
to earlier in the summer to July 13 and 14 so it does not
conflict with another IMAC event held elsewhere.
We are very lucky that each monthly meeting will have
a special presentation as follows. Be sure to come out
and enjoy:
 Jan 30: Wayne Karperien – Test pilot and r/c scratch
building, fantastic presentation January 30th
 Feb 27: Simon Nadler – funny r/c video show
 April 24: Jon Harper – Scratch build of 1933 Boulton
Paul P-75 Overstrand Bomber.
 May 29: Executive – Spring restaurant dinner

President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord.
Dan provided an update, indicating that the Taggart
process is proceeding as before. Dan noted that based
on this we should have many more years of flying at our
current site. In the interim, Stetsons will look around
for possible new sites. Appropriate Zoning tends to be
the tricky part in finding a site.

to participate in future 50/50 draws because he is too
lucky! The motion did not proceed.

Motion to adjourn:
Motion; Kevin McDougall; seconded by David Martin.
Motion passed unanimous.
Meeting adjourned: 20:05

Tonight’s Presentation:
by Wayne Karperien. Topic: Test Piloting and my
Scratch Building Career.
We would like to thank Wayne for his fascinating
presentation tonight on his aviation career, 'to date',
and the joys of scratch building. We wish you all
success with the Space Agency, and look forward to
flying together at the field.

Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of February 27, 2019
The meeting was held at the Canada Aviation and Space
Museum. The meeting was chaired by Daniel Marcotte,
Stetson Flyers President. Meeting opened at 7:30 PM.
Twenty four club members were in attendance because
the more sensitive Stetson members were down south
or keeping warm at home (J).

Motion to open the meeting:
John Jackson; seconded by Wayne Smith. Motion:
unanimous.
New guests or new members: Welcome to Greg
Fleming.

New Business:
We are looking for suggestions for a restaurant location
for the May 29th final club meeting of the season.
Please forward any suggestions to Gary Robertson.
There is an interesting event in Masina Syracuse Club
including swap shop Sat March 2, which is the same day
as the Stetsons fun fly.

Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of:

Wayne Smith is donating 250 magazines to the Stetsons
Swap meet. Dan is curating the magazines into groups
of 5 for sale at the swap meet, with funds going to
Stetsons. Thanks Wayne.

Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte)

30th January 2019, as circulated:
Motion to approve: Gerry Nadon; seconded by Rene
Lepage.
Motion: unanimous

Daniel took the opportunity to inform those present
that this year’s membership was 61 members and
climbing including members that renewed at today’s
meeting.

50/50 Draw:
Tonight’s 50/50 winner was: Maurice Edkins, $47.00. A
humorous motion was proposed to not allow Maurice

This level of membership at this time of year is good.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers February Minutes (Cont’d)
Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon reported that he understands everything is
functioning as it should for the website. Please contact
Simon if you notice anything untoward.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
The parking lot and infield are very icy in places. Be
careful.
The area near the shelter has been sanded. The runway
is in pretty good shape.

Please be aware that some of the propane tanks are
owned by Stetsons. Pierre has marked Stetsons on the
side of the tanks. These tanks should be refilled, not
exchanged.

CFI Report: (Simon Nadler)

The spring field cleanup is scheduled for May 4th weather
permitting.
Remaining special events following each club meeting
are as follows. Be sure to come out and enjoy:
 March 27: Swap Shop organized by Gary Robertson –
one persons garbage is another persons gold. Bring
what you want to sell and put a price on it.
 April 24: Jon Harper – Scratch build of 1933 Boulton
Paul P-75 Overstrand Bomber.
 May 29: Executive – Spring restaurant dinner
(location to be determined).

President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord.
Dan provided an update, indicating that the Taggart plans
to start construction this summer at the far end of the
Stetsons field.

Simon reported that ground school is being organized for
late April and will be held at Goose’s abode. He and the
instructors are getting material together for the ground
school session.

Stetsons will look around for possible new sites.
Appropriate Zoning tends to be the tricky part in finding a
site. Pierre and Dan will be starting to look for
appropriate property options over the next few months.

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)

New Business:
th

The next newsletter is to be published April 15 .
Suggestions for articles are be submitted 10 days prior to
publication or earlier.

We are still looking for suggestions for a Restaurant
location for the May 29th final club meeting of the season.
Please forward any suggestions to Gary Robertson.

Safety Officer Report: (Hal MacDonald)

50/50 Draw:

No incidents reported so far.
Dress properly, keep warm, watch exposed skin, dress for
the weather.
Remember that batteries are susceptible to cold.
White planes in winter are hard to see, don’t forget
sunglasses.

Refer to today’s PowerPoint meeting presentation for
more useful winter flying safety tips.

Report from the Events Coordinator: (Gary
Robertson)
The winter fun fly is this weekend. All are welcome.
Make sure you have your MAAC and Stetsons
membership. Pierre will have memberships available
should you need one.

Tonight’s 50/50 winner was: John Jackson $35.00.

Motion to adjourn:
Motion; Gerry Nadon; seconded by John Jackson. Motion
passed unanimous.
Meeting adjourned: 20:20pm

Tonight’s Presentation:
by Simon Nadler.
Topic: Movie Night: Bloopers and Beauties
Thanks to Simon for a very fun and informative movie
night. We learned a lot about stuff we knew nothing
about and what not to do. The moral: If you are going to
crash, make sure there is video evidence, so we can all
have a laugh together at the field.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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the Road" and safety standards for all MAAC members.
If you do not abide by these Rules your claim can be
denied by the insurer under MAAC's General Liability
Insurance policy.

Safety Report: Hal MacDonald Safety
Officer
Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club. Report , 2019.
-No reportable club safety incidents forwarded to MAAC
this year.
As a reminder:
 There shall
be no flying in
back of the Flight
Line;
 The Flight
Line starts 7
Meters in front
of the Pilots
Station
(proposed 10
Flight Field Layout and Dimensions
meters for Jets
and Large Scale); and
 All 3D, High speed manoeuvres shall be carried out at
the far end of the Flight Line.

The MAAC Safety Code
It is a condition of our insurance that all members will
abide by the MAAC Safety Code. This provides a "Rules of

It is very important that you understand The MAAC Safety
Code and we encourage you to look at it again. For your
convenience it's on this web site and you will find it here:
committees_details.php?committee_id=6
There have been some important changes to the Code in
2008 and 2009 and it is a work in progress, so please
regularly check the web site and magazine for updates.
Related documents can be found in the Safety committee
section. Note that club rules form an important part of the
Code.
Following an incident where there has been Bodily Injury
or Property Damage the member responsible for causing
the damage is required to immediately advise MAAC of
the incident. This can be done "On line" and is a very
simple process but if possible a telephone call is
recommended first, to get the ball rolling immediately
after the incident.
Hal

Canada Post Canadian Aviation Event March 26,
2019
Your Executive had the honour of representing Stetson Flyers at the
unveiling of five postage stamps celebrating some of the people
and aircraft that have taken Canadian aviation to new heights.
William George Barker V.C.
Born in Dauphin, Manitoba, George Barker was a first World War
pilot with the RAF who became and still is the most decorated
member in the military history of Canada.
Punch Dickens
Born in Portage-La-Praire, Manitoba, C.H. Punch Dickins was an
aviation pioneer and bush pilot. After the “Great War” Punch made
the first reconnaissance flight across the unmapped barren lands of
the NWT.
Five stamps (L R) William Barker, Punch Dickins, Elsie MacGill, Avro
Elsie
MacGill
Arrow, Lazair. Your Executive in foreground
Vancouver-born Elizabeth (née Gregory) MacGill was an aviation
engineering pioneer in Canada. With Bachelors and Masters degrees in Aeronautical Engineering, Elsie guided the
production of Hawker Hurricanes in Canada, overseeing design refinements.
Avro Arrow
Developed between 1953 and 1959, the delta-wing Arrow is considered one of the greatest technological achievements in
Canadian aviation history.
Lazair
The Lazair Ultralight was a family of twin-engine ultralight monoplanes designed by Dale Kramer of Port Colborne, Ontario.
The aircraft won many top honours in every air show it entered.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
8

April, 2019
way. My workshop and I are available to help you out at
any stage… simply contact me for a suitable time.
Now is a good time to mention buying your first trainer
package as there are many to choose from. We require
you to complete your training and earn your ‘Wings’ with
a .40-.60 sized trainer. Those numbers indicate the size of
the engine and therefore determines the size and weight
of the aircraft. There are many models that fit into this
requirement including Avistar, Nexstar, Superstar, Kadet
etc.
If you are not interested in glow fuel powered or larger
aircraft and want to perhaps stick to electric power, there
are a couple of options available too including the
Apprentice or similar. The Flight School will loan you a
suitable trainer to complete your test for your Wings in
this case.

Ground School

Fledglings…
April 2019
Part of my many winter build projects included an
overhaul of my Avistar Elite trainer. It’s been quite some
time since I’ve been able to fly and rather than risk any of
my $1k+ aircraft, a smart man would spend some time on
a low-risk, low investment aircraft.
During the overhaul I was immediately reminded of all
the things our trainers need on an annual basis with
regard to maintenance. In particular, I was a little
surprised at the degradation of the fuel tubing, glue
joints, covering adhesive and in some cases, the balsa
itself.

The integrity of your airframe is both your responsibility
and key to a long, successful flying career. I strongly
suggest you take some quality time to go over your
aircraft with a fine-tooth comb and get it as perfect as
possible BEFORE the new flying season begins.
For those of you who have not yet purchased a trainer
package or joined the Flight School program, knowing all
the things to look for during and after your first aircraft
assembly can seem daunting but don’t worry. Not only
are we here to help you with every aspect of your
learning but experience and common sense can go a long

The annual Ground School event is happening on
Thursday April 25, 2019 at 7:00pm in my workshop,
Embrun (20 mins from the Stetson field).
This casual meeting will once again provide a session to
introduce the incredible world of R/C flying to absolute
newcomers and/or new pilots. We will cram in tons of
information about the hobby, the Stetson club along with
pizza, pop and possibly a flight related movie on the big
screen if time allows.
This informational session is for absolute beginners with
no flying experience up to and including those in Flight
School who would like a refresher before the season
starts in May.
You must register for Ground School by sending me an
email at cfi@stetsonflyers.com
As always, I continue to be available at anytime for your
R/C related questions… email me or message me via
Facebook & I will help you out.
Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight school,
onward and upward!
Goose
Chief Flying Instructor.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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erobatics Corner:
Gary Robertson
IMAC / Aerobatic SIG Contact

S

pring seems sooo far away right now with the
snowbanks turning into Icebergs, but hopefully
we aren’t too many weeks away from good
weather and some fun! The field is perfect for float
planes right now...just sayin’…
THIS is the time to go over your air force carefully and
catch up on maintenance items. Once we get flying you
want reliability not problems, right? For sure check
battery capacity (including the transmitter battery pack)
and replace old ones if they act strangely. Check all the
hinges, connectors, pushrods and servos on your kites for
proper operation and tightness. Slop on control surfaces
is a big No-No, and can lead to catastrophic failure if
flutter starts. Test run the engine to prove out the fuel,
ignition, exhaust and carb systems. Toss out last year’s
fuel and mix up some fresh stuff, and you should be good
to go!
Flying tip: Do some simulator practice, and when at the
field, shoot some touch and go circuits for your first few
flights. Landings are still the highest risk move we do, so
polish the rust off with some careful practice.
IMAC NEWS: NOVICE CLASS
There is an entirely new class in IMAC this season which
may be very much of interest to many of you. NOVICE
class has been developed as a starting point for new pilots
wanting to fly some fun aerobatics but without the
pressure of being judged in a competitive situation! Here’s
how it works in a nutshell:
 Novice class pilots fly the BASIC sequence along with
BASIC class competitors, but ARE NOT JUDGED against
each other.
 Raw scores will be available for those who want to see
how they did, but no rankings.
 Extra support is to be provided the NOVICE class pilots
to help them enjoy the day’s fun. NOVICE class will fly
Saturday only.

Many folks balk at the ‘competition’ part of events, and it
is hoped that this will create a fun way around this issue.
So….if you are one of the MANY Stetson members who
have an interest in aerobatics but shy away from flying
competitively, maybe this is your ticket to coming out and
having some fun-fly style aerobatics with the gang without
any pressure. There will be experienced folks to assist
you, help spot for you, and provide help when you want it.
If you have an interest in this, please come out to the field
and let someone know. We will be happy to help out and
get you practicing the fun moves. You can call me or
email me as well at garyr75@hotmail.com
You can download the 2019 BASIC sequence and help on
Aresti figures from our website in the Aerobatic Interest
Group pages. http://www.stetsonflyers.com/aig.html
Remember also to reserve the date! July 13/14, 2019 is
our IMAC event this summer.
As a follow-on to this NOVICE class, it appears we should
be having a casual get-together with folks to chat about
aerobatic flying in general. Standby for more news on
this.
For anyone wanting help with aerobatic flying, get in
touch with any of the group and we will be more than
happy to assist. Our more senior members at this moment
include me, Dave Percy, Pierre Coulombe, Bob Myhara
and Mike Lalonde. Hook up with us and let’s FLY!
See you out there,
Gary Robertson.

The objective of launching this NOVICE class is to provide
a high support, low stress method of flying in the event
without having to be worried about how you will place.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Out and About at the Stetsons
March 2, 2019 Winter Fun Fly
The grey skies and the sometimes nippy wind did not stop a dozen or
so pilots and spectators from thoroughly enjoying a fun morning of
flying and socializing.
Although this was not the best day for flying white airplanes, Kevin
and Les managed
quite well, except for
a minor mishap with
Les' E-Flite
Convergence.
The most difficult
part was the recovery, as the snow was quite deep, almost
demanding snowshoes. Visibility
with Gerry Pronovost’s
plane was no problem with his
very bright colour scheme.
Several prizes were drawn: two
pairs of fingerless mittens
donated by the Blackburn
Hamlet Community Church “Knit
Café”; as well as some Stetson
stickers and pins. Hal
MacDonald and Nigel
Chippindale won the mittens,
while Kevin McDougall and
Charlie Colwell got the Stetson
goodies.
As always, teamwork made this event a success. Thanks to Simon and Hal for taking pictures. Thanks also to Daniel
and Louise for
providing an
excellent bowl
of chilli for
lunch.
Special thanks
to Daniel and
others who
prepared the
field during the
week. Again,
thanks to all
who helped and participated - we all had a great time.
Pierre Coulombe. Photos by Simon Nadler
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Winter Holidays RC Flying
Barbados Scale Modelers Club—Bob Myhara
While vacationing this past winter, I was able to visit the Barbados Scale Modelers Club. I contacted Angus McLeod,
one of the Executive Members of the Club and arranged for Bob Andrews (Member of Stetson Flyers also holidaying in
Barbados) and myself to visit.
Our first visit was to their new landing strip and Club house that was
just recently constructed, after the loss of their previous field.
The new facilities are quite comfortable, and lend themselves to great
family participation.
The friendly,
relaxed, club
atmosphere
surrounds pilots and
guests, as airplanes
of all description take
to the wing in
excellent flying
conditions, over
spectacular scenery.

(L to R) Bob Andrews, Harry Greenway, Angus McLeod, Raf
Ready and Lidy Greenway.

A particular note: to long-time Stetson Club members will recognize
Raphael Ready who
was a Stetson Flyers
member in the mid2000s.

Also visiting the field were Harry and Lidy Greenwood from
Chichester, UK.
Thanks to Angus, and all of your club members for a great time at the
field.
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Winter Holidays RC Flying
Barbados Scale Modelers Club (Cont’d)
The next week, we visited the club’s slope gliding venue. As Angus explained, in season when the Atlantic breeze is
suitable, club
activities migrate
to their favourite
east-coast slopingsite.
And just in case
you are not
familiar with slope
gliding, and think
that it is somehow
inferior to flying
powered models.
Think again! Gliding at the slope is thrilling, exciting, humourous and fun. All I can say is that as a first-time visitor to
the slope is, "Wow!!!"

Bob Andrews and myself had a great time visiting the club. On top
of being great fun watching the flying, Bob and I were treated to
burgers and beer, courtesy of the Barbados Scale Modelers Club.
Thanks again Angus and all those who showed us true Bajan
hospitality. To Angus and all those at the Club, please visit us in
Ottawa your next time around.
Bob Myhara
Text by Angus Mcleod and Bob Myhara . Photos Bob Myhara and Bob Andrews
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Winter Holidays RC Flying
Southern California—Gary Robertson
Gary says that the first four pictures are from Livermore Flying Electrons field.

They have about 200 members who fly only electric. The club has a nice paved runway and covered assembly tables.
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Southern California—Gary Robertson
These pictures are from a club in Concord-Martinez area.

About 80 members. Gas, glow, electric, anything goes. Situated in a very hilly area that was a naval proving grounds.

Again, paved runway and covered areas.
They have a steep hill on the left and major electrical pylons on the right.
Gary Robertson
Text by Gary Robertson, Photos by Gary Robertson
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Central Florida Winter Holidays RC Flying—Jim Denyer
While spending 6 weeks in central Florida this winter I joined the Osceola Flyers Radio Control Club. The club is located
in Central Florida near the Town of Poinciana. They are a welcoming bunch and have a great flying site. Some pictures
from my time there are shared below.

Osceola Flyers Model Airplane Club

Pit Area

Shade tree in the pit area

Pilot stations with sun shades – necessary feature in the hot Florida sun

Helicopter friendly club – had to
chase the geckos off the picnic tables

Waiting for a clear runway for heli
flight

Pre maiden flight pic taken with my
friend Wolfgang

Pre-flight check

Mandatory pre-flight picture—just in
case something goes wrong and I
leave with a bag of toothpicks

Preparing for take-off of a successful
maiden flight

Nicely done solar powered electric
charging station

Resident gator at a pond abutting the
entrance road into the flying club
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