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The Stetson FlyerThe Stetson FlyerThe Stetson Flyer   
                          December 2014 Issue:  Merry Christmas! 

President’s Message: 

T 
hanks to all those taking leadership roles with 
the Stetson Flyers in 2014; the work complet-
ed and the responsibilities have been handled 

very well. At the October Election Meeting, the same 
executive as last year were re-elected for 2015.                                            
I am pleased to work another year with them and 
make this club one of the best in Canada. 

Executive for 2015: 

President: Daniel Marcotte                                            
Vice-President: Hal MacDonald                                     
Secretary: John Jackson                                                  
Treasurer: John Jackson                                                 
Event Director: Gary Robertson 

Appointed Positions by the new Executive: 

Chief Flying Instructor: Simon Nadler assisted by Len 
Streefkerk                                                                      
Newsletter Editor: Gary Robertson                                 
Safety Officer: Hal MacDonald                                             
Webmaster: Simon Nadler                                                
Field Coordinator: In Charge - Marc Lanthier assisted 
by Dave Percy 

Our beautifully maintained Stetson Field is a really nice 
field to fly at, and all members enjoy this important 
aspect of Stetson Membership. Please remember to 
share the skies and do your part to maintain our facili-
ties at all times. A few comments have been heard this 
past year on how busy the club field is at times, and 
how the big planes seem to monopolize things at 
times. We are lucky to have large groups of modelers 
in many areas of our sport, from small foamies, to 
many versions of sport models, helis and multi-rotor 
platforms, warbirds, and giant scale aircrafts.  

 

The diversity of these types of aircraft, and the flight 
paths they take, can, and did create some compatibility 
issues in flying styles. It is time for all members to re-
view flying etiquette at the field, and ensure everyone 
gets a chance to fly, in a manner that they can enjoy.               
We will have several opportunities to promote our 
hobby this year and I hope you will participate. I still 
love to see new flyers at the field and our club mem-
bers helping them with the setup and flying no matter 
if it is electric, nitro or gas planes. Enjoy the nice cool 
weather and winter opportunities to fly. See you at the 
airfield!

Daniel Marcotte,                                                                
President,                                                                                
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club   

www.stetsonflyers.com    613-299-1970 

 

Our website address:  http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

STETSONS COMING EVENTS: 

January 1, 2015: First Flight Event. 9 AM.  

January 27, 2015: Club Meeting.                         

Seminar: My next Radio 

February 24, 2015: Club Meeting.                       

Seminar: Survival Building Techniques 

March 7, 2015:  Winter Fun Fly.                           

CD’s: The MacDonalds.  

March 31, 2015: Club Meeting:                            

Seminar: Engine & Power Systems. 

April 28, 2015: Club Meeting:                               

Seminar: Fail Safe Systems 

https://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Club Officials and Contacts 

President Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Vice-President Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950 

Secretary John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Membership Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Treasurer John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler  613-883-3367  

Webmaster Simon Nadler 613-883-3367  

Newsletter Gary Robertson        613 746- 4209 

Events Coordinator Gary Robertson 613-746-4209  

Field Coordinator Marc Lanthier            613-262-9818 

Safety Officer:  Hal MacDonald         613-764-1950 

Contact your executive at:  contact@stetsonflyers.com 

 Snail Mail Address:  

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club 

3940 Innes Road 

PO Box 91542,  

Ottawa ON  K1W 1K0 

Please visit our web site at  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

 

Our web site is hosted as a 

community service by 

 

Newsletter Questions and Answers 

Not Getting Yours? 

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you 

on the list! 

 

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the 

last Tuesday of each month, except for December, 

May, June, July or August.  The meetings are held at 

the Canadian Air and Space Museum in the Bush The-

atre. 

Bring and Brag: 

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to 

bring something of interest to show to the group.  It 

could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo 

of a technique.   

Use the FRONT door to the museum!   

Recent policy changes at the Aviation Museum now 

require us to use pay parking ($3 for the evening) at 

the front of the museum and enter through the main 

front doors. 

Photo Credits: 

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are 

by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter edi-

tor Gary Robertson, or our Vice President Hal Mac-

Donald. 

 

Want to propose something? 

Members in good standing can bring motions from 

the floor at any regular meeting.  The motion will 

need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by 

the members present.    Sometimes the outcome is 

that the motion is tabled so more information, impli-

cations, etc. can be gathered and presented. 

You can help speed up the process by giving the exec-

utive a “heads up”  by sending an email to con-

tact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive 

meeting which happens the Tuesday  before a regular 

meeting.  This will allow the executive team a chance 

to research the idea in advance of the meeting and 

gather any required information. 

Club Dues 2015: 

General Member :                                            $80.00 

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time stu-
dent)                                                              $40.00 

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)    $40.00 

Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)

                                                               $130.00 

MAAC Membership:  (required)                $90.40 

http://www.stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com
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Call for Volunteers: 

Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work. 

Please step forward and volunteer to assist at  the events noted above. 

The Ed Rae Fun Fly,  Heli Fun Fly, Scale over Ottawa, IMAC Aerobatics and IMAA Giant Scale are our big 

events this year, and each could use many helpers. Canteen help,  scribes and runners, registration table 

helpers,  general assistance and cleanup are all required on the day of the event.   

You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated. 

Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early! 

There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action! 
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Meeting Minutes October 28, 2014:  
 

New Club Trainer?  That’s the word… 

The meeting was opened at 7:35 with a motion from 

Norm Kihl, seconded by Bob Butterworth.  Motion car-

ried.  There were 38 in attendance. 

New members were welcomed by Dan. 

A motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting as 

published was made by Mike Gratton, seconded by Garry 

Baker. 

Dan presented a review of the club activities for the past 

year. 

Treasurer’s report – bank balance as of 28 November 

2014 is $1706.95 plus our emergency GIC.  A motion to 

accept the treasurers report was made by Les Morgan, 

seconded by Bob Myhara 

Webmasters Report – Simon is investigating missing files 

on our website.  The missing files have been restored but 

the cause is unknown. 

Field Report – Marc Lanthier reported that one of the Sun 

Disks has again gone missing and he asked if whoever bor-

rowed it to paint their house to please return it.  The win-

ter shelter is losing bolts due to wind vibration.  The heat-

er is being deployed, and winter flyers are reminded that 

the plastic control knob is fragile.  Marc has agreed to stay 

on as Field Manager and will be assisted by Dave Percy.  

Enjoy the winter! 

CFI Report – Schools is closed for the season.  14 students 

and 7 instructors. 

Events – Christmas Social December 9th at the Emerald 

Buffet – 6:00 pm.  Santa will be there.  Gary showed what 

the 2015 calendar might look like if events were duplicat-

ed forward.  Will have to review conflicts with other ma-

jor events in the region.  There was a discussion of what 

people would like to see at monthly meetings. 

New Business – elections 

Gerry Nadon was the Sergeant at Arms.  A motion to open 

nominations from the floor was made by Ed Whynott, 

seconded by Pierre Coulombe. 

 

There were no new nominations so the current slate of 

officers was re-elected: 

President:  Daniel Marcotte.  
Vice-President: Hal MacDonald    
Secretary:  John Jackson    
Treasurer: John Jackson   
Events Director:  Gary Robertson 
 
 All were formally nominated by Mike Gratton and se-
conded by Ed Whynott. 
 
A motion to close nominations was made by Sue MacDon-

ald, seconded by Norm Khil.   

Gerry thanked the executive and reminded the audience 

that our current executive, all of them, are at their end of 

term and members must step forward and take the lead 

to maintain the club. 

Dan announced the appointed positions: 

CFO   Simon Nadler 
 
Webmaster  Simon Nadler 
 
Newsletter   Gary Robertson 
 
Safety Officer  Hal MacDonald 
 
Field Coordinator Marc Lanthier 
 
 
 
Safety Discussions:        Hal MacDonald 

Hal reviewed the process that safety documents are pro-

duced within MAAC and reminded us that we need to 

check and review them regularly.  Hal then presented the 

current status of drones in Canada and also reminded the 

members that if you don’t fly according to the rules, you 

may not be covered under MAAC insurance and worse yet 

you may get a substantial fine. 

 

The meeting was closed with a motion from Sue MacDon-

ald, seconded by Mike Gratton. 
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Fledglings… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D 
ecember 2014: 

I’m sure I’m not the only one who’s year has 

flown by… the white stuff is here already! 

I hope that Santa provides you with everything you ask 

for… he’s given up coming to my house once a year as 

Christmas happens every pay day through the year. 

For those of you assembling or building projects for next 

season; good luck! Remember there is a lot of support 

and information online and through me… I’m happy to 

help you through any challenges. Just let me know. 

Make sure you store your existing aircraft correctly with 

batteries charged to their optimum storage voltages, 

engines with after-run oil (or similar) added and 

wrapped to keep the moisture out. 

If you haven’t already performed a thorough inspection 

and repair prior to storage don’t forget when the season 

starts! 

For those crazy enough to fly through the winter season 

take particular care of your batteries as they don’t much 

care for the cold… I can sympathize. The first fly of 2015 

will occur on January 1, 2015 with the usual fun, hot 

food and ceremonial burning of past aircraft to hopefully 

please the weather gods for flight school weather for 

2015. (Editors’ note: creating these sacrifices costs 

Goose big $$$ every year, and we truly appreciate it! )  

I have been working on various changes for the upcom-

ing flight school season and though I have yet to clear it 

with our instructors, several will work to extend our suc-

cess rate with regard to the weather and the length of 

the flying season. 

Discussions with Gary Robertson of Aerobatics Interest 

Group fame and the club executive has allowed for a 

proposed change that will allow the flight school to 

‘slide’ the weekly session to a Wednesday or Thursday if 

the weather is causing a problem. This will depend on 

the availability of our instructors and our flexibility will 

be needed in sharing airspace with other members on 

any day other than Tuesday from 4pm to dusk. 

Another proposed change is the extension of the flight 

school season, again depending on the weather. Tradi-

tionally we closed the school after the New Pilots Fun Fly 

in September but as this year has shown once again, 

there was some very nice flying weather into fall. 

The aim of these changes is to increase the amount of 

flight school instruction and ‘stick time’ for students, 

pass as many students in a single season rather than split 

it (and the subsequent loss of skill through winter), 

‘guarantee’ a session each week (within reason) for con-

sistency and help boost student numbers through flexi-

bility of the program. 

Finally I’d like to thank our instructors, assistants, the 

executive, volunteers and everyone who has supported 

the flight school in any way during this year… without 

your dedication and support the school would simply 

cease to exist. 

Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight 

school. Onward and upward! 

Goose 

Chief Flying Instructor 

cfi@stetsonflyers.com 

 

Ground School: Wednesday April 22, 2015, D&S. 

First Flight School: Tuesday May 5, 2015 
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A 
erobatics 

Corner: 

Merry Christmas Aerobats! 

 

Here’s hoping that you are all        

rewarded for good behavior on 

Christmas morning!  

Nothing beats the fun and anticipation of a good winter 

build project. Sure is more fun than shoveling! 

Since the flying is down to a bare minimum right now, 

let’s talk simulators and practice for a minute. 

Importing and Editing Aircraft: 

 I happen to use RealFlight. The really great thing I can do 

with it is freely import other aircraft (and airports) from  

the shareware site at  http://www.knifeedge.com/

forums/downloads.php   

I am uncertain whether the other sims have such a fea-

ture and site available. If so, you should investigate it. 

Once imported into the program, I can try them out and 

then edit the aircraft to emulate the performance I’m 

trying to get. I have found one aircraft that actually is 

pretty close to the way my Extra 300 feels. 

It is called Extra 330S BA, and seems to handle extremely 

well. I enjoy editing things like CG, control throws, expo-

nential, props and power, etc., and seeing how that 

affects the various moves I’m trying out.  While the num-

bers in the program probably don’t  translate into real 

world exactly as shown, I can get a good idea of the 

changes and effects. This is helpful in setting up my real 

aircraft, as I have some idea what to do and what should 

happen. 

Have fun with this. You will learn lots about adjusting 

these parameters and the effects. The experienced aero-

batic pilots are constantly tinkering to get setup just 

right. So don’t neglect this important learning tool that 

is FREE on your simulator! 

 

PRACTICE:   Sim time is not real-world flying, agreed, but 

it definitely has it’s place, and in many educational re-

spects, is BETTER than flying.  

For an aerobatics student, it is priceless. Learning moves 

with no pucker-factor is really valuable. You can reset 

and try again as often as you need to. Cost = ZERO! 

In a nutshell, I would strongly suggest that you should 

develop your skill on the sim before you ever try a new 

move in real world. 

Now we have all winter available, so a bit of a practice 

system makes sense in order to measure progress to 

goal. (and we all have goals...so let’s reach them!) 

Let’s say you wish to learn the 10 basic aerobatics 

moves, as found on our Stetson site, in the Aerobatics 

Interest Group area.  

Start with the first move and get it going. Then work on 

the second, then the third. When you have 3 moves sort 

of working, try them in sequence. This is a joy when you 

get that going! Using similar technique, work on the rest 

of the moves.  

When you are not making progress, something is wrong. 

Get help! Phone a friend and get together to figure out 

how to get past the issue. DO NOT practice mistakes! 

SCHEDULES: 

Setting up a practice schedule is a really excellent way to 

achieve your goals and mark your progress along the 

way. We are fortunate to have Michael  Lalonde as one 

of our aerobats. Michael is very experienced in training 

and coaching, and has put together material for us to 

use.  Ask for material from him on this subject. Call him 

up if you want help! Several of us have started on his 

training programs already. 

Until next time guys, stay warm, practice hard and learn 

well! Use your sim and learn much! 

Gary. 
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Transport Canada Safety Guidelines 

From MAAC President, Claude Melbourne 

T 
he recent releases from Transport Canada 
with regard to the safe operation of UAVs and 
drones has caused some concern amongst the 

MAAC membership because the words “model air-
craft” were used in the release of their new guidelines. 
The MAAC team has been in two meetings with 
Transport Canada since then and we have been as-
sured on both occasions that MAAC members were 
not targeted. The guidelines were produced in reac-
tion to the proliferation of UAVs and drones. We, as 
the organization of MAAC, strongly endorse and work 
closely with Transport Canada; unfortunately, the 
guidelines that were put out included model aircraft. 
Transport Canada is now aware that some of the 
guidelines could negatively impact on our hobby but 
they have repeatedly told us it was not the intent to 
affect MAAC members that follow our safety code. 
Transport Canada has acknowledged our excellent 
safety record. 
The MAAC team has a long track record of working 
with Transport Canada, in close co-operation rather 
than in confrontation. We anticipate that this good 
relationship will continue and the members will be 
kept appraised of future developments. 

The following revisions to the Policy and Procedures 
Documents (MPPDs) and Safety Code (MSDs) were 
approved by the Board of Directors on October 22, 
and are available on the MAAC Website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAAC Policy and Procedures Document MPPD # 12 – 
Operation of R/C Equipment 

MAAC Policy and Procedures Document MPPD # 13 – 
Flying First Person View (FPV) 

MAAC Safety Document MSD 1- Introduction 

MAAC Safety Document MSD 2- MAAC Safety Code 
Document Retrieval Key 

MAAC Safety Document MSD 8 – Use of First person 
View Devices 

MAAC Safety Document MSD 17 – Radio Spectrum 

MAAC Safety Document MSD 23 – All Multi-Rotor 
Model Aircraft 

 

Please ensure that you have read and understand 
these new and current safety documents. 

Contact me if there are any questions. 

Hal MacDonald 

Vice President / Safety Officer 
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Around the Field: Autumn Flying 

Mikey is dressed for it!  

No Crowds now!!!! 

One more shot at the sound barrier! 

Tom gets the new Spit in the air. 
Garry gets help from Roger on his newest 

kite. Neat. 10cc gasser on MACS pipe. 

 

YYeah

Cold yet? 

Yeah!! 
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OMG! JUST WAITING FOR NEXT SEASON… 
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On the bench... 

Dave Percy’s newest ride: Pilot Extra 330S 

Bob Myhara’s new Aeroworks Edge. He’s very pleased with the Scotch Dual Lock and    

heat-shrunk ends on snake skin for cable runs and tie-downs. Looking very neat and tidy! 



 12 

 

BRAZING WITH MAP-PRO GAS 

 

by Pierre Coulombe 

 

A while ago, I decided to experiment with propane to see if I could braze small parts like RC engine headers.  

Silver solder was mentioned, but the only kind I could find locally was for soldering (430 F melting temperature), 

which is not the same kind of silver solder used for brazing. I then decided to try Bernzomatic MAP-Pro gas along 

with readily available flux-coated bronze rods (see Photo 1). These rods have a melting point of 1620 F, and the 

MAP-Pro gas burns a bit hotter than propane at approximately 3740 F (compared to about 3600 F) for propane. 

So, I felt that with a wide open MAP-Pro torch, there was a chance to be able to heat up small parts sufficiently 

to braze with bronze rods.  

 

 

Technical How To: 
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Photo 1: Bernzomatic MAP-Pro torch and brazing rods 

 

    Sure enough, it worked, and I managed to braze a broken DLE 35RA header (Photo 2) back together.  

 

 

 

Photo 2: The broken header 

Here is what I did: 

· I made a short sleeve out of a scrap piece of header pipe to join the broken parts together. (Photo 

3). Brazing is like soldering in that the brazing material melts and flows into the joints through ca-

pillary action, so I wanted to have overlapping pieces. 

· I cleaned the pieces with lacquer thinner to remove any oily deposits, then sanded with 120 grit 

sand paper and/or Dremel grinding wheel to remove the oxidized layer of metal. This is very im-

portant, otherwise the molten brazing material won’t flow into the joints. 

· I assembled the pieces together and placed the header so I could easily turn it to braze around its 

whole circumference (Photo 4). 

· I then brazed the assembly with the MAP-Pro torch and bronze rod. In order to heat up the metal 

to the right temperature, I held the torch close to the header (about an inch) and when the header 

was red hot, slowly rolled the flux-coated rod over the joint close to (but not directly under) the 

flame. Once the flux melted, I continued to keep the rod against the joint over the melted flux until 

the rod started to melt and the brazing material started to flow into the joint. I then continued to 

do that all around the header pipe, then did the other joint, also making sure to braze the ends of 

the joining sleeve together. There was no problem in stopping momentarily to turn the piece when 

needed. It was just a matter of reheating and continuing where I left off.  
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· Finally, I cooled the header in water, then cleaned it with a wire wheel to remove he flux residue. 

 

 

 

Photo 3: The joining sleeve 
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Photo 

4: The 

head-

er ready 

for braz-

ing 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 5: The finished product (ugly but functional!) 

 

Of course, I wore gloves to handle the header and the rod, and ensured that there was nothing flammable near-

by. The flux releases some fumes, so a mask should be worn. 

 

The results were a bit crude (i.e., lumps of brazing material on the surface) due to my lack of experience, but I 

could see the brazing material flow into the joints as I was brazing, so I know it worked. 

 

It took me a bit of practice on scrap pieces to get the hang of it, and I still have a long ways to go to make cleaner 

joints, but it works and it can be done with fairly inexpensive equipment (the MAP-Pro kit was $34.99 at Canadian 
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Stetsons 2014 Christmas Party: 

Stetson Flyers wish to thank Orleans Hobbies and Great Hobbies for their generous sup-

port of this Christmas party and the many additional events at Stetson Field each year. 
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 Merry Takeoffs and Happy Landings to all! 

From your Stetson executive. 

...and to all, 

          a good night! 


