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From the Editor: 

W ho got the best fleas? 

I’ve been hoping to get some great stories on 

who scored what at the flea market, but I guess the 

weather really put the damper on the last meeting.  

Too bad, but to the folks who did make it out, great 

effort.  

These flea markets and swap shops can be a lot of fun 

so if you have any ideas on how we can make ours 

bigger and better, please let me know, with thanks. 

THIS MONTH’s MEETING features guest speaker 

Claude Melbourne, our MAAC Zone Director and long-

time good friend of the Stetsons. Claude is an excel-

lent and dynamic speaker, full of great ideas and news 

from MAAC. 

Be sure to make it out to this one and have a chat 

with YOUR ZD! 

Tip: Ask Claude about HIS winter building project! 

 

WINTER BUILDS:  

We have a number of you building new aircraft this 

winter. There are lots of new Aerobats going together 

and I’ve received some great pics of several good 

looking warbirds as well.  See the last pages of the 

newsletter for a gallery. 

Remember to share the basement photos with us all. 

It’s really great to see the activity level.  

Keeps us going till spring, right? 

 

Coming Stetson Meeting Events: 

Feb 28th Meeting & Special Speaker : Claude Mel-                 

bourne, MAAC Zone Director 

Mar 27th Meeting & 3D Flying with Scott Clarke 

April 24th Regular Meeting & Radio Setups  

                                       with Isabel Deslauriers 

May 29th  Dinner & Awards Banquet at DS BBQ 

 
Our website address:  http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

WINTER FUN FLY: March 3, 9 A.M. 

March 3, 2012: Winter Fun Fly  

(Club gathering) 

Stetson Flyers welcomes you to the annual Winter 

Fun Fly. All aircraft types are welcome for a fun filled 

day of flying and a way to welcome the spring.  

No landing fee will be assessed; however, a valid 

MAAC and Stetsons membership is mandatory. For 

more information, please email Daniel Marcotte at 

marcottedaniel@sympatico.ca 

 

 

Obituary: MORGAN, John Murray 

Murray passed away in the comfort of his home on the 

morning of February 1st 2012, at the age of 76. Stetson 

member in 08-09, Murray was a professional test pilot for 

both the RAF and the NRC.  

Full Details: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/

ottawacitizen/obituary.aspx?n=john-

morgan&pid=155759489  



Club Officials and Contacts 

President Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Vice-President Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950 

Secretary John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Membership Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Treasurer John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler  613-883-3367  

Webmaster Simon Nadler 613-883-3367  

Newsletter Gary Robertson        613 746- 4209 

Events Coordinator Gary Robertson 613-746-4209  

Field Coordinator Marc Lanthier            613-700-0281 

Safety Officer:  Hal MacDonald         613-764-1950 

Contact your executive at:  contact@stetsonflyers.com 

 Snail Mail Address:  

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club 

3940 Innes Road 

PO Box 91542 

Please visit our web site at  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

 

Our web site is hosted as a 

community service by 

 

Newsletter Questions and Answers 

Not Getting Yours? 

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you 

on the list! 

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the 

last Tuesday of each month, except for December, 

June, July or August.  The meetings are held at the 

Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush Theatre. 

Bring and Brag: 

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to 

bring something of interest to show to the group.  It 

could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo 

of a technique.  Where there are three or more items 

brought to the meeting we will try and have a prize 

draw.  Items for sale are welcome but are not eligible 

for the Bring and Brag prize draw. 

Use the back door to the museum!   

To get to the back door follow the road around to the 

extreme left side of the museum.  Pass through the 

gate in the perimeter fence and proceed to the back 

door. 

Photo Credits: 

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are 

by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter edi-

tor John Jackson, or our Vice President Hal MacDon-

ald. 

Want to propose something? 

Members in good standing can bring motions from 

the floor at any regular meeting.  The motion will 

need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by 

the members present.    Sometimes the outcome is 

that the motion is tabled so more information, impli-

cations, etc. can be gathered and presented. 

You can help speed up the process by giving the exec-

utive a “heads up”  by sending an email to con-

tact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive 

meeting which happens the Tuesday  before a regular 

meeting.  This will allow the executive team a chance 

to research the idea in advance of the meeting and 

gather any required information. 

Club Dues 2012: 

General Member :                                            $80.00 

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time stu-
dent)                                                              $40.00 

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)    $40.00 

Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)

                                                               $130.00 

MAAC Membership:  (required)                $90.40 

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC direct-

ly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com


Call for Volunteers: 

Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work. 

Please step forward and volunteer to assist at  the events noted above. 

Ed Rae, IMAC and IMAA Giant Scale are our three big events this year, and each could use many helpers. 

Canteen help, scribes at the IMAC contest,  registration table,  event specific and general assistance plus 

cleanup are all required on the day of the event.   

You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated. 

Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early! 

There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action! 

 



Stetsons Flight School 2012: 

For all you intrepid new pilots, please study the following carefully. 

 

Ground School: 

Stetson Model Flyers Club proudly announces the 2012 Ground School evening where students (old, new or prospective) can 

learn the basics of radio control aircraft, engines, controls, safety, operation and also glean plenty of great information about the 

club. There is plenty of opportunity to ask questions and the Flight School will also be covered. 

Please join us at the D&S Southern Comfort BBQ Restaurant in Carlsbad Springs on April 24, 2012 at 7:00pm. 

This informal and instructional evening is free of charge to Stetson Club members in good standing. 

 

Flight School: 

Hello students, past, present and future... time to start thinking about joining the Stetson Model Flyers Club Flight School to learn 

to fly or continue from last season towards earning your solo pilot wings! 

Flying season is still some way off but it’s time to dust off your equipment and prepare it for the upcoming season. If you are 

brand new to the club, the school or flying in general, as always, please contact me (your Chief Flying Instructor) with any and all 

questions you may have including the Stetson club, the flight school or anything to do with r/c flying. 

Registration for Ground School in April along with registration for Flight School will become available on the Flight School website 

shortly so keep an eye open (http://www.stetsonflyers.com/flight_school.html). Number are limited this year, so don’t wait. Re-

turning students from last season will be invited by priority email making just a few open slots available. 

 

Flight School Instructors: 

It’s that time of the year again, when the temperatures rise just enough to begin the thaw and tease pilots into the belief that a 

short winter, and subsequent long summer, is just ahead of us. 

While you are still trapped inside and possibly working on your next flying creation, please give thought to assisting us in running 

the Stetson Model Flyers Club Flight School this year. 

If you are one of the fantastic people who taught at any time over the last two, very successful years... I’d like to personally invite 

you back for the third and biggest years to date. If you are an experienced pilot with an excellent regard for safety and the club, I 

invite you to please contact me to join us. The flight school process has once again been tweaked to provide not only an excellent 

learning environment for students, but one that supports your efforts and comfort as well. 

This really is one of the brightest stars in the Stetson season and a huge opportunity to give back to the club as well as nurture 

new members and to become safe and reliable pilots. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Please email me with your details 

CFI@stetsonflyers.com 

 

LEARN TO FLY! 

Simon Nadler 

CFI@stetsonflyers.com 



Last Meeting Minutes:     31 January 2012 

The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm with a motion from Dave 

Martin, seconded by Pierre Menard.  There were 31 members in 

attendance. 

Daniel Marcotte greeted guests and new members:  Jason, Noah 

and Pierre. 

A motion to accept the minutes as published was made by Marc 

Lanthier, seconded by Gerry Nadon.  Motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report was presented an a motion to accept the 

report was made by Gerry Nadon, seconded by Pierre Menard.  

Motion carried. 

Membership Report – there are currently 46 members renewed 

for 2012. 

Webmasters report – Dan reported that Simon would like to see 

more For Sale items as well as articles. 

Newsletter Report – Dan reported that Gary is looking for pic-

tures of members winter projects. 

Field Report- Marc discussed plans for the field maintenance for 

2012.  Low lying areas on the runway are accumulating water 

and being overgrown with invasive species.  The plan is to grad-

ually fill these in with thin layers of topsoil so that over the sea-

son they become filled in, but at the same time do not become 

mud or become a hazard to flying.  Some setup tables need 

wheels so they can be moved for grass maintenance.  Some pic-

nic tables which are rotten will be disposed of, other surplus 

tables will be stacked in the parking lot and we can get them out 

for events.  

Dan reported that the grass cutting contract is still undecided.  

We are awaiting a report on the health of our current contrac-

tors who have been undergoing cancer treatments.  If that does 

not happen by March, Dan will discuss the contract with a list of 

other service companies.  A concern is that most companies 

would bring a single tractor which would take 5-6 hours to cut 

all the grass – a long time to have the field down each week on 

good days. 

CFI Report – Student fees this year are $20 which covers costs of 

materials used during the program.  Enrollment will be capped 

to prevent overwhelming the instructors. 

Dan reported that community hours are available for students 

who help out at the field doing maintenance or during events – 

if anyone knows a student needing hours please see Dan. 

Old Business – none. 

New Business – Dan discussed the status of the field contract.  

The owners would like a new written agreement signed that 

requires 2 million in liability (which is industry standard) and the 

contract is cancellable with 6 months notice by either party.  

Dan is working with MAAC insurance to demonstrate that MAAC 

coverage will be good since the Airplane damage section is actu-

ally 7 million.  We would prefer 1 year notice as per the original 

agreement.  Dan will to attempt to negotiate 1 year notice.  

There was a discussion on MAAC insurance deductibles which 

was not relevant to the field lease.  A motion by Gerry Nadon, 

seconded by John Rest, for Dan to sign the new agreement after 

attempting to negotiate 1 year cancellation notice.  Motion car-

ried. 

The 50/50 draw was for $35. 

A motion to close the meeting was made by Gerry Nadon and 

seconded by Maurice Edkins.  Motion carried and meeting 

closed. 

The business meeting was followed by a swap shop. 

AEROBATICS CORNER:    

Hey Gang: How are the winter builds and rebuilds going?  SEND 

PICTURES of what you are doing to me at 

garyr75@hotmail.com. I want to share these with everyone in 

the newsletter. 

OK: It’s mid-winter! Your thumbs are so sore they are bleeding 

from all that flying everyone has been doing on the sim, 

RIGHT???     You are BRAIN-DEAD from all the practicing and 

practicing…..AND….you are bored STIFF with all the school fig-

ures and reps you have been doing. GOOD ON YOU!!! 

 

So let’s have a little dessert: Have you ever been out on a 

Wednesday evening and seen Luc do a knife-edge spin? Well I 

have, and it’s a really impressive move!  Get back on that sim 

and master this one, troops! 

Maybe we can have a spin-off at some point this summer, to see 

who learned it best! 

The following article is by John Glezellis, much decorated IMAC 

Master Pilot and 3-D GOD of the Impossible! 

Credits must go to Model Airplane News magazine, with many 

thanks for allowing us to steal their great  

how-to flying articles. 

Enjoy the following: 

 



5 EASY STEPS TO FLYING THE KNIFE-EDGE SPIN:  

The knife-edge spin is one of the most impressive extreme aerobatic makeovers. It’s very demanding for the pilot and the airframe. 

First, I’ll describe the manoeuvre. 

In traditional knife-edge, the aircraft is rolled approximately 90 degrees from upright level flight. Then altitude is sustained by using 

‘top’ rudder. When the manoeuvre is complete, the pilot will roll the model 90 degrees to return to upright level flight. Compared 

with a traditional knife-edge, in a knife-edge spin, the model’s attitude remains parallel with the horizon. To do the knife-edge spin, 

you have to gain a lot of altitude. Then, when you are ready to begin, bring your throttle back to about 50-percent power and apply 

full down-elevator and right or left aileron and rudder. When the model begins to tumble, it will change its attitude and begin a 

tumbling descent. This is the knife-edge spin. When you are ready to exit the manoeuvre, simply neutralize all stick inputs, and the 

model will quickly come out of the spin. Then pull up-elevator ever so gently to an upright and level flight exit. 

During a knife-edge spin, your model will quickly lose a lot of altitude. This is because during this manoeuvre, lift comes from your 

fuselage side area, which doesn’t even compare with the lift produced by your wing area. Make sure you gain a lot of altitude be-

fore you begin this manoeuvre. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: 

When you start to do a manoeuvre that stresses the airframe, e.g., the knife-edge spin, you must make sure that you have a rigid 

airframe with the best possible linkage setup. Also make sure that your model has more than enough servo power. 

Now let’s talk about you, the pilot. Most pilots roll more comfortably in one direction than the other. If you prefer to roll right, it’s 

better for you to spin to the right during a knife-edge spin and vice versa. Once you’re familiar with the manoeuvre, you’ll be able 

to spin in either direction. 

Begin at a high altitude and with your model parallel to the runway. In the language of aerobatics, we say our position relative to 

the runway is our “center.” When the model approaches the center of the aerobatic box, you will begin the manoeuvre. 

1. In this example, we fly the manoeuvre from left to right. When you have gained enough altitude (spin-entry height) and 

the model is in the center of the aerobatic box, start the manoeuvre. Fly into the wind, pull the throttle back to about 50-percent 

power and apply down-elevator and left aileron and rudder. The model will tumble but will soon enter a knife-edge spin, or a tum-

bling spin. 

2. You need to hold the same inputs throughout the manoeuvre, but some models may react differently. If you have too 

much down-elevator deflection, your model may enter an upright flat spin. If you find that this is the case, you must decrease the 

endpoint values of your control surfaces. Start by decreasing elevator deflection, and if the model still does not want to do a knife-

edge spin, slightly decrease aileron deflection, too. 

3. To control your model’s rate of descent during this manoeuvre, increase the throttle. On 3D-capable models, you can add 

power to increase their angle of attack. At a lower throttle setting, the model will sit at a lower angle relative to the horizon; in-

creasing the throttle will lift the fuselage because of rudder authority. 

4. To complete the manoeuvre, simply neutralize your sticks. As soon as you do this, your model will come out of the knife-

edge spin. Timing is everything, and you need to time it so that your model exits the manoeuvre in an attitude that’s perpendicular 

to the runway. 

5. When the model is perpendicular to the runway, pull back on the elevator for a gentle 90-degree turn to exit in upright 

level flight and parallel to the runway. 

You’ve finished the manoeuvre! Sit back, relax and enjoy the rest of your flight! 

Give yourself time to learn this manoeuvre. If you have difficulties, do not blame yourself; instead, check your 

airframe and tweak your endpoint adjustments as described in Step 2 so that your model will fly the knife-

edge spin. 

 

BY JOHN GLEZELLIS; ILLUSTRATION BY CHROME CITY STUDIOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Knife-Edge Spin: 



Stetson Winter Build Projects : 

Attack of the Piper Cubs! Run  Walk for your lives! 

Newly reborn with Gasser Boxer Twin power! Wh

Dave’s very n Toys for 

Pete’s got some EXTRA (300) going on the side... 
My other brother Gary readies Pulse! 

Yak 54 ARF build with ST G90. Gary R. 

Learning how to make decals was pretty easy. 

More custom decal fun 

Barry’s IMAC  We can’t wait! 

Gooses’ Edge 50cc goes together 

50cc? Looks like 150!!!! 

Barry’s IMAC Bird! Honest, he told me so!!! 

Barry Hanna’s new Katana with Saito 90!  



Roger Schnare’s Top Flite kit, 85" WS, Giant P-51D  

Engine is Saito gas FG-36.  

Top Flite Kit, 63" WS Spitfire MK IX ;  Saito gas FG-20,  

SECOND build from Roger Schnare!! 

Andrew Essar’s fabulous looking Jug! 

Electric retracts and an OS 1.20 4 stroke. 

Rick Williamson’s new F15 Ducted Fan 

New Panther also by Rick W. with lots of Rick’s TLC mods. Rebuilt Aqua-Cat: yep...Rick again! 

Lars Eif works on his full scale RV9A! 

Lars...just ask us who’s jealous! 


