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Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

President’s Message:

Y

es, we have another REAL winter with lots of
snow and some really cold days!

Winter is usually the building season and it would
be great to see the progress on your builds. We know you
have them on the bench, so confess and share it with everyone! Please send pictures and information to Gary Robertson at garyr75@hotmail.com . Gary is in Florida right
now but tells me that for a small fee, he will include your
info in the newsletter, or better yet, bring your new pride
and joy to the MARCH monthly meeting to do a little
show and tell.

STETSONS COMING EVENTS:
February Club Meeting: Tues. Feb. 25, 7:30 PM.
Special Presentation: DRONES! Don’t miss this!
Will Wegenast from Airborne Aerial Photography and
Emmanuel Brière from Orleans Hobbies will display several multirotor platforms and discuss this part of our
hobby.

March Fun Fly: Saturday March 1, 9 AM.
At Stetson Field. Dress Warm and Participate!

March Club Meeting: Tues Mar. 25, 7:30 PM.
Rumor Mill Reminder: Over the last couple of years I've
heard some pretty intriguing rumors with respect to the
SHOW and TELL: Bring your builds and tell us all
club. Unfortunately these rumors have had a tendency to
about them! We would like to have a good
spread pretty far and wide, even to people outside of the
club. As is almost always the case with rumors, the subject showing of items for this meeting. Whatever you
tends to be negative which impacts individual members as are working on, please share it with your Stetson
well as the club as a whole. If you've ever played the telefriends.
phone game you'll understand how easy it is for the original message to get completely lost. More alarming are
those rumors with no basis in fact that spread like wildfire.
Be sure to dress warmly and bring your ski equipped airIf you have questions about the club, or hear something
that sounds a bit out of the ordinary, please come to one planes and heli’s out for some fun flying.
of the monthly meetings or talk to a Executive member to
get the real scoop. Help everyone and your club and don’t See you at the field,
be a rumor monger.
Daniel Marcotte
Do not miss the February 25 Monthly meeting including a
special Presentation about "Drones". Will Wegenast from President
Airborne Aerial Photography and Emmanuel Brière (Club
member) will have several drones on display from the $44 Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
price point to $6,000 plus!
marcottedaniel@sympatico.ca
March 1 is the date for our Winter Fun Fly. All aircraft
types are welcome for a fun filled day of flying and a way
to welcome the spring. No landing fee will be assessed;
however, a valid MAAC and Stetsons membership is mandatory.
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Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the
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613-883-3367

Webmaster

Simon Nadler
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last Tuesday of each month, except for December,
May, June, July or August. The meetings are held at
the Canadian Air and Space Museum in the Bush Theatre.

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

Bring and Brag:

Field Coordinator

Marc Lanthier

613-700-0281

Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique.

Snail Mail Address:

Use the FRONT door to the museum!

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

Recent policy changes at the Aviation Museum now
require us to use pay parking ($3 for the evening) at
the front of the museum and enter through the main
front doors.

3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542,
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0
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Club Dues 2014:
General Member :

$80.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under) $40.00
Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)
$130.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Our web site
community

is hosted as a
service by

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor Gary Robertson, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from
the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will
need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by
the members present. Sometimes the outcome is
that the motion is tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a “heads up” by sending an email to contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance
to research the idea in advance of the meeting and
gather any required information.

Call for Volunteers:
Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work.
Please step forward and volunteer to assist at the events noted above.
The Ed Rae Fun Fly, Scale over Ottawa, IMAC Aerobatics and IMAA Giant Scale are our big events this
year, and each could use many helpers. We have added a Heli event on request from the Rotor heads!
Canteen help, scribes and runners, registration table helpers, event specific and general assistance plus
cleanup are all required on the day of the event.
You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated.
Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early!
There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action!

Meeting Minutes: January 2014:
Meeting Minutes for 28 January 2014
Canada Space and Aviation Museum – Bush Theatre
The meeting was opened at 7:45 pm with a motion by
Bob Butterworth, seconded by Dave Martin. Motion carried. There were 25 members in attendance.
A motion to accept the minutes as published was made
by Hal MacDonald, seconded by Gerry Nadon. Motion
carried.
The treasurers report was read. Gerry Nadon moved the
report be accepted, seconded by John Rest. Motion carried.

flying field, that the Stetson Flyers would not be liable to
pay any insurance deductible.
Based on the number of questions raised, it was suggested an updated presentation to the club be made at a future meeting.
Events – No Vintage Wings field trip as they now charge
$10 per person .
Safety Speech – no report
A motion to close the meeting made by Scott Clarke, seconded by Hal MacDonald. Motion carried.
The meeting was followed by a great selection of
YouTube videos compiled by Goose.

Current membership stands at 57 members.
Webmasters Report – Simon reported that the web site
needs some old content updated for 2014.
Newsletter Report – Gary is in Florida and looking for content.
CFI Report – Two students have managed to enroll already through a link Simon did not even think was there.
Old Business – Marc reported that he visited Carleton and
they have three planes all MAAC compatible including
two E-Flite Apprentices, and they are seeking three dates
before May, and Carleton has $5 million in insurance in
addition to MAAC. MAAC has been contacted for approval.
Concern was expressed that should Carleton university
use their radio control aircraft for other than
"recreational use", then as regulated by Transport Canada
and MAAC, the aircraft (whether they meet MAAC requirements or not), their flight profile and scope would
then be considered "COMMERICAL USE" (i.e. research)
and therefore the club and executive members involved,
would not covered by MAAC. The Club executive is
awaiting MAAC direction in this regard; It was stated by
Dan, that Marc was to report to the club executive on any
changes requested from Carleton university, prior to Carleton being granted permission to fly at our facilities. It
was also acknowledged at the this meeting, should Carleton university be allowed to fly at the Stetson Flyer's

John Rest shows his innovative DLE20 transplant into
his much modified and improved trainer.

A

erobatics
Corner:

Well gang, winter is for real this year, making it very difficult to get much quality practice time at the field. We see
and hear about the brave exploits of a few of you, most
notably Michael, Pierre and Dave, however the majority
of us are not flying at this time.
Two items come to mind this month: Preparation and
Practice.
Preparation: Now is the time to get those beauties out on
the bench and get to the serious preparations for the
coming season. While you have the time to do it, get
those cowls off and clean up under there, do your tank
re-plumbing, batteries cycled and checked for capacity,
etc. For gassers, changing the yellow tygon fuel tubing is
important. It hardens and swells with gasoline use, causing a number of issues from unexpected leaks around
fittings, to jammed clunks and too-stiff pickup lines. Using
Viton tubing inside the fuel tank is a good idea and will
last several seasons without requiring service.
A piece of Viton tubing for your fuel fill line makes for a
great all-weather filling arrangement, as it doesn’t get
hard in cool temperatures like the Tygon stuff does.
Go through your airframes REALLY carefully, looking for
stress cracks, broken glue joints, oil soaked areas, and
linkage wear issues. Electrical cables and connectors require a good look as well. For connectors that are accessible, make and break the connections a few times to ensure you have scrubbed off oxide and any other crud on
the conducting surfaces. Check cable runs for chafing and
damage.
Check out the engine and exhaust for signs of leakage,
and clean them up properly for the season. You did an
end of year anti-corrosion oiling of the engine, right?, so
nothing else is needed for now.

er. If you haven’t discovered this stuff yet, it’s a must for
maintaining our plastic film coverings. It is a clear thick
liquid that goes on like heavy clear dope, but really seals
well after it dries fully. Just iron down the plastic covering
with your trim iron and clean up any residue for a quite
permanent seal of seams and loose covering. It also does
an excellent job of sealing and fuel-proofing raw wood.
OK, the fleet is getting prepped for the season...great
work!
Now for some PRACTICE TIME:
The word for all us wussy people who won’t go freeze
ourselves blue is SIMULATOR! Get on the sim and practice
some moves. A lot of you have been heard to complain
that it’s not realistic, etc…
I would agree to a point. However, if you haven’t done so
already, get familiar with your simulator’s options, especially the ones that allow you to edit the aircraft and
change it’s CG, throws, props, engines, expo and rates,
etc…
Select an aircraft that is as close to what you fly for aerobatics, and edit it to get the responses as close as you can
to your real kite. If you fly RealFlight sims, you can download endless aircraft that have been created by others.
The sim is a super place to learn new moves, and of
course, let it all hang out with all your dream 3D moves.
Learning with a reset button is a HUGE advantage.
Serious practice for a few minutes a day will result in a
significant improvement in your flying this spring, and
your thumbs won’t be as rusty. To really add realism,
pump up some cross-winds and keep practicing.
The sim does not allow for the panoramic views we enjoy
at the field, but I’ll take the trade-off between –20 and
the small screen any day!

Go over the covering carefully and look for seams and
trim that are lifting. Clean these areas up and iron them
Git ‘er done, aerobats! Prep and Practice!
back down. Use some heat-activated adhesive on seams
See you all soon! (well, when the snow melts…)
that are coming loose frequently. This product can be obtained from the LHS in small cans that will last you forev- Gary.

WHEEL BEARINGS FOR MODEL AIRPLANES
By: Bob Myhara – Stetson Flyers, Ottawa.

The next step is to counterbore a cylindrical flatbottomed hole in the wheel hub. I did this by using a
odel airplanes are a technological marvel,
with a wide variety of motors, airframes and Great Hobbies stepped propeller reamer, available at any
radios available. The level of sophistication is of our hobby stores.
impressive. What bugs me, however, is that some of the
All the tools I used are shown in Fig. 2
hardware we use is decidedly crude and sub-standard.
Particularly, I have a thing about the landing gear wheel
and axles. They are usually rubber / foam tires with a
plastic hub. The hub is drilled out to either 3/16 or 1/4
inch and fits onto a similarly dimensioned axle. The bearing surface is the plastic hub itself. Many of the planes
we are flying weigh in at 20 to over 60 lbs, and the simple
fact is that this setup is not strong enough to support
such weights. How many times have you seen airplanes
with squeaky wobbly wheels? There has to be a better
way. This article describes the installation of small radial
ball bearings that are much better at supporting the
weight. I owe a nod to Pierre Menard who first came up
with the idea.

M

The first thing I did was buy some small flanged ball bearings 3/16” inside diameter, 5/16” outside diameter, 1/8”
thick (Fig 1).

Figure 2

I set the reamer up in my drill press (Fig 3). You have a
drill press - right? They are pretty cheap to buy and are
really useful.

Figure 1
I got mine from Industrial Solutions on Industrial Road,
although any bearing shop or even our hobby stores
should stock them.
I used flanged bearing because they can be fitted without
use of metal washers.

Figure 3

I counterbored the hub to an 1/8” depth and popped in After the file, I used my oil stone to dress the axle surthe bearings (Figure 4). Simple! Do this on both sides of face - optional (Figure 6).
the wheel hub. Make sure you sand or chamfer the
edge of the counterbore, or else the bearing will not
seat properly.

Figure 6

Figure 4

The rest of the operation is like fitting an ordinary wheel and
axle, with wheel collars and set screws (Figure 7).

Next , you have to adjust the diameter of the axle, or
else the bearing will not fit on the axle. The inside diameter of both the bearing and the outside diameter of the
axle is 3/16”. Something has to give.
I reduced the axle diameter by holding a file against it,
while spinning (the axle) in my drill press (Figure 5).
Make sure you use lubricating oil to prevent overheating.

Figure 7
By using flanged bearings there is no need for washers.
You can use unflanged bearings if you want, but then
you do need to use washers to keep the bearings in
place.

Figure 5

Enjoy.
Bob Myhara

Seeing Double??? Hmm… what’s up?

OK...rivets, super detailed cockpit, real looking instrument panel…
WHO is working on this Scale aircraft, and WHAT is it?

Not everyone’s home in the basement...

It’s not easy, but that’s the challenge! Be part of the Fun Fly on March 1.

