The Stetson Flyer
February 2021 Issue: It’s Like Déjà vu
All Over Again

President's Message
President's Message, February, 2021.
Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the last year was quite
successful, if not a little bit weird. Although most of the
events were cancelled, club membership numbers
remained consistently high. We saw some new faces
and welcomed back previous members. A new
Executive was elected at the end of 2020, a mixture of
tired old faces and newly elected bright and eager
members. To those who have joined the Executive for
the first time and the re-elected members, thank you
for your service.
Despite the Provinces good intentions, however, the
pandemic has been relentless, with new infections
occurring at an alarming rate. Consequently, as you
certainly know, the provincial government has issued a
stay-at-home order. The gist of this order is to stay
home unless it is for essential outings. Since going out
to fly our models is not an essential outing as defined in
the order, members cannot use the airfield. Here is a
link to the order:
https://files.ontario.ca/solgen-stay-at-home-order2021-01-13.pdf

UP-COMING EVENTS:
All events are subject to COVID-19
restrictions
January 27, 2021: Regular Club Meetings
Meeting was cancelled
February 24, 2021: Regular Club Meetings
7:30 pm - Venue to be determined.
March 6, 2021: Winter Fun fly
9:00 am at Stetson Flyers Field. Organized
by the Executive: For more information
contact Dan Marcotte.
March 31, 2021: Regular Club Meetings
7:30 pm Venue to be determined

We will have to remain flexible and cooperative if we
are to enjoy our hobby to the maximum extent
possible, while not losing sight of the bigger picture.
Dan Marcotte, President—Stetson Flyers

Therefore, please note that effective 14 January,
the Stetson Field will be closed until further
notice.
Let’s hope that the COVID situation improves
quickly in the province and that we can resume our
operations shortly. As always, your club Executive
is monitoring the situation and will continue to
make decisions in accordance with applicable rules
and recommendations.
We must play our part responsibly in the collective
effort to limit the spread of the novel coronavirus.
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2021
2021
President
Vice-President

Executive for 2021
Daniel Marcotte
613-299-1970
Jim Denyer
jdenyer@rogers.com

Secretary

Jon Harper

jon.harper@schoeler.on.ca

Membership Daniel Marcotte
danielmarcotte@rogers.com
Treasurer
Pierre Coulombe
stetsontreasurer65@gmail.com
Events Coordinator Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com
Appointed by the Executive

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 pm on the
last WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December,
May, June, July and August. The meetings are held at
the Canada Aviation and Space Museum in the Main
Theatre.
Bring and Brag: Each meeting we encourage members
and guests to bring something of interest to show to the
group. It could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a
demo of a technique.

Chief Flying Instructor: Simon Nadler
simon@simonnadler.com
Webmaster: Simon Nadler
webmaster@stetsonflyers.com
Newsletter: Bob Myhara
rmyhara@magma.ca
Field Coordinator: Pierre Coulombe
613-824-8942
Safety Officer: Peter Wakefield
gttd@rogers.com

Use the FRONT door to the museum: Don’t forget that
the Aviation Museum requires us to use pay parking ($4
for the evening).

Contact your executive at:

Website: The Stetson Flyers Website Webmaster is
Simon Nadler. Please send all Web related questions to
Simon at: webmaster@stetsonflyers.com

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Special interest groups
Jets Peter Wakefield
ttd@rogers.com
IMAC / Aerobatic Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com
Helis / Drones Jim Denyer

jdenyer@rogers.com

Snail Mail Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0
Club Dues 2021
General Member prior to April 1, 2021
General Member after April 1, 2021

$90.00
$110.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under,
full time student)

$50.00

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)

$50.00

Family Membership prior to April 1, 2021 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$140.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2021 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$160.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC
directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca
NEW** memberships after September 10th half price.
Not valid on renewals or lapsed memberships.

Newsletter: The purpose of the Newsletter is to record
the events of the Stetson Flyers Club and contains:
minutes of general shareholder and board meetings,
notices of events and other related information of
interest to the members. The Newsletter is published
four times a year: on the 15th day of January, April, July
and October respectively. Stetson Flyers members are
encouraged to contribute written articles, pictures or
anything of interest to the Club. Contributors are asked
to submit material one week before publication. Send
material to the Newsletter Editor, Bob Myhara, by email
at: rmyhara@magma.ca
Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from the
floor at any regular meeting. The motion will need to be
seconded, then discussed and voted on by the members
present. Sometimes this may result in a motion being
tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be
gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the
executive a “heads up” by sending an email to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com.
Ideally, this should be done before the Executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the Executive team a chance to
research the idea in advance of the meeting and gather
any required information.
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All events are subject to COVID-19 restrictions

A Special Notice to all Club Members from Dan Marcotte
Just a reminder to all pilots that you are required to have a valid 2021 Stetson
Flyers membership and a valid 2021 MAAC membership prior to flying at our
field. Do not fly without them.
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Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of October 3, 2020
The October, 2020 general meeting was held at the
Stetson Flyers flying field on October 3, 2020. The
meeting was opened by Daniel Marcotte, Stetson Flyers
President, at 10:00 am. 32 club members were in

attendance at the Stetsons field.
Motion to open the meeting: Motion: Nigel
Chippindale; seconded by Rene Lepage
Motion: unanimous.
New guests or new members: No new members were
present. If you see someone new, introduce yourself
and make them feel welcome.
Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of: Feb
26th, 2020, as circulated. Motion to approve: Jim
Denyer; seconded by Pierre Coulombe
Motion: unanimous
Election of 2021 Ececutive
The election of the 2021 executive was carried out with
John Jackson functioning as the sergeant at arms. He
was a strict disciplinarian so the election ran smoothly
and efficiently. The previous executive and volunteers
all ran for the same positions as last year. Peter
Wakefield agreed to stand for the Safety Officer
position.
The Sargent at Arms called for motion for a vote for the
executive positions. Simon Nadler 2nd the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.
1. The Sargent at Arms called for motion for a vote for
the volunteer positions. Jim Denyer 2nd the
motion.
2. The motion passed unanimously.
3. Welcome to the new executive/volunteer team!
4. Welcome to the team Peter Wakefield, thanks so
much for volunteering.

Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte)
Dan informed those present that this year’s
membership is at approximately 120 members
including new memberships issued at today’s meeting.
This is slightly behind similar membership levels at this
time in previous years, likely due to COVID restrictions.

Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler)
Website is working well. Periodic updates are
occurring. We all thank Simon for continuing to keep
things up to date.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
Field is in good shape, lawn mowing has gone well this
year.
Remember to lock the chain gate if you are last to
leave.
Remember to follow the Stetsons COVID protocols
when at the field. We are fortunate to be able to
continue to function with these simple protocols in
place.

CFI Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon reported that is was another successful flight
school season with very good weather, and despite
COVID. COVID procedures were implemented out of
necessity and followed throughout.
Two flyers received wings at the meeting. Simon
thanked the instructors (Pierre, Nigel, Tom, Fred, Gary)
and Len Streefkerk for their dedication and hard work
this season who always went above and beyond the call
of duty. Plaques were given to all the instructors.
Thank you Simon and Len for making the wings
program so effective.

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)
The last Newsletter was issued last April. The spring
Newsletter will come out on November 15th. People
wishing to provide material for the newsletter should
submit it to Bob, 5 days prior to proposed publication
date. Thanks for doing such a great job with this Bob!

Safety Officer Report: (Dan Marcotte)
Nothing to report.

Events Coordinator Report: (Dan Marcotte for
Gary Robertson). Events will be scheduled for
2021 but may have to be cancelled.
President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord (Dan Marcotte).
Dan noted that Taggart-Miller has agreed to supply and
dumpster for next year. Many thanks.
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Stetson Flyers October Minutes (Cont’d)
New Business:
Bob Myhara rose and thanked the past executive, which
was very much appreciated.
Dan reported that there is a large proposed housing
project north and east of the highway near boundary
road. It should not impact Stetsons field anytime soon.
Geoff Strotmann reported that the Zone meeting will be
done online using E-proxy voting which doubled the
participation which was great. Because of this success,
the AGM may be done this way as well.

50/50 Draw: The 50/50 was not held today, but two
caps were won in a draw run by “Fast finger” Pierre
Coulombe….congrats Elkar and Greg – you both looked
dashing in your new extremely versatile and stylish
Stetsons ball caps!
Motion to adjourn: Motion: Rene Lepage; seconded by
Hal MacDonald. Motion passed: unanimous
Meeting adjourned: 11:05am

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Post Office
I sent away for a replacement piston ring for my DLE-20, from Valley View RC
in Washington State, USA. I placed the order in late March, just after all the
airlines carrying mail were grounded due to the pandemic. The rings were
sent to my address - Ottawa, Ontario, CA.
I watched the online tracking, as the package made its way from Seattle, to
San Francisco, then to a suburb of Los Angeles called “Ontario, California”. I
called up the fellow at Valley View and we had a great (and really funny)
conversation about whether the USPS knew the difference between Ontario
Canada and Ontario, California (CA). We also wondered if the next stop for
the package was going to be Mexico.
Anyways, due to the COVID shutdown, packages were being routed to any
available transportation to Canada. I got my rings eventually: well- travelled
rings.
Bob Myhara

Two Big Birds in Ottawa
These two airplanes were seen at the Ottawa Airport . Click the link below to see them (Video by Greg Hope)
Stetsons Flyers video of a F35 and an An-124 at Ottawa Int'l Airport 2019 - YouTube
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erobatics Corner:
Gary Robertson
IMAC / Aerobatic SIG Contact

aving fun is why we fly R/C models!
Kind of obvious, right?

The Ten Basic Manoeuvres and Aresti Made Easy are both
located on our Stetson website, under the Aerobatic
Interest Group tab:

So how do we enjoy more and stress less?

http://www.stetsonflyers.com/aig.html

How do we improve and not crash?

OK, so what’s next?
Get your flight stimulator program going and start trying
the moves. The ten basic moves document contains
simple control instructions to get you going. You will find
out several things quickly:

Can we learn it ourselves? Yeah, maybe...kind of…
Destroying three airplanes in my second year taught me
that self-teaching was an expensive and humiliating
mistake. For once I agreed with my wife: I needed help!

Altitude is your friend.

EVERYONE has issues when developing new flying skills.
It’s dangerous, confusing and scary as hell.

Stay in front of yourself.

SO LET’S IMPROVE OUR SKILLS SAFELY AND SENSIBLY!

Small control movements work best.

There does exist ONE system of controlled stepwise
learning in our hobby. So far as I can ascertain, it’s the
only one!
This system is called IMAC, and the concept and methods
are FREE to anyone who wants to learn how to fly better.
YES, IMAC is all about the way cool world of competitive
aerobatic flying, however, here’s the big BUT:
You don’t have to compete to learn how to fly better,
safely and at your own pace.
USE THE SYSTEM and be a better pilot!

The airplane knows how to fly so just guide it.
Power on when going up, off when going down.
RESET when you get messed up. Free RE-DO’s!

Editor Bob is going to publish the introductory pages from
the IMAC webpage to add to this column. I hope you will
enjoy reading this content, and will be inspired to do
some more investigation and practice flying.
Going forward, our very informal Aerobatics Interest
Group welcomes all who want to have fun flying cool
new moves with us. There's lots of help and
encouragement available.

The SYSTEM of stepwise learning starts with ten or so
basic flying manoeuvres, learned at a SAFE ALTITUDE.
Under a bit of coaching, anyone can improve their piloting
skills with these moves on even the simplest R/C airplane. We HOPE to be able to hold some informal fun fly
Your trainers and foamies are all capable of these moves. aerobatic sessions this year at the field, covid-dependent!
So are YOU!
Watch for announcements please., and email me at
garyr75@hotmail.com if you have an interest. No
There is a language that has developed in aerobatic flying commitments needed.
called ARESTI, and pilots around the world use it to
describe moves in a common language and graphic
Last Pass:
format.
This too is available in a free easy-to-read document
called Aresti Made Easy.

True joy is all about doing your own personal best.
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What is Scale Aerobatics?
Scale aerobatics is aerobatic operation of a radio controlled scale model
of full-sized aerobatic competition plane. While other disciplines within
the radio control community fly aerobatics, the requirement for scale
aerobatic is that the model be replicas of types known to have competed
in International Aerobatic Club (IAC) competition. A wide choice of
competitive planes are available to today’s model in both kit and readyto-fly versions. Some of the most popular competition planes such as
the Extra 330 pictured here are available from numerous manufacturers.

IMAC – International Miniature Aerobatic Club
Originally started as a Special Interest Group under the US modeling organization, AMA, the International
Miniature Aerobatic Club (IMAC) has grown to represent and organize scale aerobatic competition on a
global level. IMAC is a non-profit organization focusing on pilot education and maintenance of rules and
guidelines governing the sport. Pilots interested in scale aerobatic competition are encouraged to join
and support the organization’s mission.

The Competition
Groups of pilots come together to fly and compete in organized events operated under established rules. Pilots fly a
“sequence” of pre-established maneuvers in front of judges. Starting with a perfect score of 10 for each
maneuver, judges will deduct for deviations or errors. Sequences
generally consist of 8 – 10 maneuvers.
As with full-scale competition, pilots are separated into classes with
each class getting progressively more challenging. Each class has a
“known” sequence published every year that is flown at every event
held during that calendar year. In the higher classes, a sequence is
presented to the pilot at the event that they have not seen before
(called an “unknown”).
Scoring is based by “round” which consists of all pilots in a class flying
their sequence in front of the same judges. The pilots are then ranked
within that round. The judges are changed and the pilots fly their
sequences again. By rule, the pilot’s lowest round(s) may be dropped. In the end, the pilot in a class with the
highest score wins the event.
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There are five main classes:
Basic – Entry level class with basic aerobatic maneuvers. Pilots in this class may fly ANY plane of any size which does
NOT have to be a scale model of a competition plane. This class flies only a KNOWN sequence.
Sportsman – Maneuvers get just a little more challenging and pilots are now required to use scale model aircraft. In
this class, unknowns are introduced.
Intermediate – Maneuvers increase in difficulty as slightly more complex figures are introduced. Unknowns become
more challenging.
Advanced – In this class, the pilot should be able to fly most any figure presented. The difficulty here is that
sequences get more challenging as more complex figures are added together.
Unlimited – exactly what it sounds like….no limits! Pilots in this class are presented with the most challenging
sequences and complex unknowns. A true test of pilot and machine that requires experience and skill
developed over time.
In addition to the main competition classes, there are two other classes that may be offered at an event:
Free Style – spectator sport extraordinaire! Aerobatic flying set to music! No predefined figures as anything goes in
this class! Pilots are judged on originality, musicality, and general piloting skills. Free Style is not offered at
all events but is the most popular part of an event for the non-flying crowd. Free Style competition is open
to pilots of ANY class but the pilot must also compete in a main class.
Seniors – Best pilot over 55 as judged across all classes (excluding Basic).

Most events are weekend affairs starting on Saturday morning and running until Sunday afternoon. There are many
"special" events such as judging schools, introductory events (for Basic
only!), as well as regional/national championships. Events are
scheduled many months in advanced and upcoming events may be
found on the event calendar in each IMAC region's main page.

In the US and Canada, there are 6 regions - Northeast, Southeast,
North Central, South Central, Northwest, and Southwest Outside the
US/Canada, each country maintains its own regional structure. You
can find what region you live in by starting with the geographical area
in which you live and looking under Regions on this website.

How to Begin
Getting started is pretty easy! If you are reading this, you are half way
there already! We can assume that you are tired of flying in circles,
practicing your landings, etc. and looking for a new R/C challenge…and
you are in luck!
First, let’s start by clearing away a few “myths” about scale aerobatic
competition.

I need a BIG plane!
FALSE! You can get started with a simple trainer if that is what you
have available! It is true that planes designed for aerobatic competition are easier to fly, but there are MANY
designs out on the market that are inexpensive, small enough to get into your car, and are VERY competitive.
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It’s EXPENSIVE!
FALSE ! Like any hobby, you can put as much or as little as you want into it. Some pilots win consistently with low
cost equipment while other pilots with the latest and greatest struggle. In golf there is a saying – “Money can’t buy
a swing!”…and it is the same in scale aerobatics….it is more about the pilot’ and the time they put into
practicing. True that as you skills increase
There is no age limit and you can get started with whatever plane you are flying right now. You don’t have to be
some kind of super experienced R/C pilot but you do need to have the drive and desire to improve your flying
skills. No other R/C activity will improve your flying skills as quickly as aerobatic competition.

Look in your area for IMAC activity
Check out your area flying clubs for IMAC activity. If you need help and live in the US or Canada, find out the IMAC
region you live in by visiting the Regions part of this website. Once you know your region, click the Contact Your
Regional Director button above the photos on the left and ask for details about activity in your area. Your regional
director will be happy to point you in the right direction.
Ask for help!
While you can certainly learn on your own, it helps to have an experienced IMAC pilot to help guide you. A second
set of eyes can help you get your loops rounder, your lines straighter, and your timing perfected. You can also
contribute the same way to their practice by observing and offering feedback.
Attend an Intro to IMAC event or a Judging School
Intro to IMAC or sometimes called a Basic Primer is a great way to jump start your flying. You will learn how contests
are run and what to expect when you attend your first event.
At most of these, you will get a chance to actually fly the Basic
sequence in front of judges and receive scores - just like a
regular IMAC event.
Most regions will have at least one or two Judging Schools a
year - usually near the very beginning of the flying season.
Judging schools help you learn the rules and understand what
judges should be looking for in your flying. Actually learning to
judge is a completely different challenge. Many of the best
judges are average competition pilots and conversely many of
the best pilots are average judges.
So what are you waiting for?
Just head over to the Download section of this website and get you a copy of the Basic sequence. Yes...it looks like a
lot of squiggly lines on a piece of paper...it is drawn in what is called an Aresti diagram. Aresti diagrams are a type of
short hand for ALL aerobatic competition in the world - full scale or model. But...it's pretty easy to learn...Take a look
at the video on Learning Aresti (which is also on the Download page) to help you get started.
It's exciting...it's challenging...and it's fun! Let's get flying!
Copyright 2021 by International Miniature Aerobatic Club
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Safety Report: Peter Wakefield—Safety Officer
I started this article last fall. The idea for it arose when I
was asked by a first time trailer owner of things he
should be aware of.
A fabulous flying day starts with you and your aircraft
arriving safely.

greased more frequently. An internet search will yield
many instruction guides on bearing maintenance.
Are all the trailer lights working? The trailer electrical
plug and matching vehicle socket will corrode over time.
Applying dielectric grease helps to prevent problems.

Might anyone remember when a .60 size model airplane
was considered big? Cars were large and that big model
airplane would fit easily in the trunk. Fast forward to the
present. Vehicle styles have changed and though the
interior’s are spacious, many model aircraft are
considerably larger than in years past. Look at the field
parking lot and what do you see? Cargo trailers.

Are the trailer contents secured in place should you
make an emergency stop?

An enclosed cargo trailer is a practicable means for
transportation and storage of models. I’ve had mine for
quite a few years and trips to go flying would now be
most inconvenient without it. The aircraft are always
loaded as well as model support equipment, fire
extinguishers, first aid kit, generator, sun shade, and
chairs. Just hitch the trailer to the vehicle and head out
to the field. What could be easier? Nothing really, if
you’ve prepared properly; the trailer that is. Has it had
any maintenance? It’s easy to overlook despite being in
the rearview mirror.

Are the safety chains crossed under the trailer coupler?

Here’s a list of common maintenance and safety items
for consideration.

Peter

Do you have towing mirrors? They are required if the
trailer blocks your rear view.
When did you last grease the hitch ball and coupler?

This link to the Ontario Ministry of Transportation has
information regarding towing trailers.
https://www.ontario.ca/document/official-mto-drivershandbook/towing
As I said, a fabulous flying day starts with you and your
aircraft arriving safely. Follow these few steps and your
return trip should also be the same.

Of course you have a spare tire, but when did you last
check its air pressure? Will your car’s jack also be
suitable to jack the trailer? Have you checked that the
car’s wheel wrench also fits the trailer lug nuts?

The trailer tires are just as important as the tires on your
car. Check both the tire pressure and tread wear.
Have the trailer tires/wheels been balanced? It’s a much
argued topic and an internet search will enable you to
decide what’s best for your circumstance.
Have the wheel bearings been greased? Most trailer
axles have grease fittings to facilitate the task. A
common recommendation is to grease the bearings once
a year or every 20,000 kilometres for a trailer under
normal use. Small wheel diameters need the bearings

Six Little Fokkers—Courtesy of Gary Robertson
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Cellar Dwellers—What We Have Been Up To this Winter
Pat Hennessey and his Valmet
Hi Everyone and Happy New Year!
I have been busy making modifications to my Valmet’s engine mount. The vibration from this engine is significant. I’ve
put Loctite on all the fasteners but don’t know if even that will hold. They
were all loose when I
disassembled them. I made
the box out of 1/2” plywood
and connected each of the 4
sides together with a single
large dovetail joint and wood
glue. I’ve built in a
downward as well as right
hand angle to offset prop
torque. The box seems
pretty solid but only time will
tell.
I also beefed up the nose
wheel.
I hope to be starting another
build shortly. I’ll keep you all
informed as to progress.
Pat

Bob Myhara and the Phenix
As you may know, I spent most of the 2018 winter building season rebuilding an Aeroworks Extra 300 that was involved
in a crash. As you can see from the before picture, the damage was severe. This winter I was able to put some decals
on the airplane and designated it the Phenix (the bird which is reborn from its ashes). The tail registration number
prefix (PH-) designates an airplane registered in the Netherlands. I don’t think a real plane exists with that number in
Holland, but the name I think is appropriate. Bob
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Peter Wakefield sent these photos from an Academy Products Limited hobby supplies catalogue circa 1972. Wow
have things changed since then.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
12

February, 2021
Out and About at the Stetsons
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Out and About at the Stetsons
A montage—It has been “one of those years”
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