Stetson Flyer
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

Following a motion at the last
meeting, dogs are
no longer allowed
at the field EXCEPT on a leash
and only in the
parking lot area.
Dogs on or off a
leash in the pit
area or on other
parts of the field
are not permitted.

January 2010

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 26th

TOPIC: FPV*
Presented by Scott Clarke
and Ed Whynott
*First Person View—remote piloting

7:30 pm

At the Museum
Don’t forget your “Bring’n’Brag”!

New signage to
mark the “No
Dogs Boundary”
has been erected
as well as handicapped parking
signs.
No Smoking signs
for the trailer will
be coming soon!

Coming Stetson Events...

January 26th
February 23rd
March 6th
March 30th
April 27th
May 15th
May 25th
June 5th
June 26th
July 1st

Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Winter Fun Fly
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Field Cleanup Day
Proposed Dinner Meeting
Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly
Classic Warbirds Fun Fly
Canada Day at C A M

Ford “Slim” Sommerville
1937—2009
Club member Ford Sommerville lost his battle with
cancer on December 11th, 2009. Gary Baughman
presented the eulogy at the funeral which was well
attended by Stetson members. The text of the
eulogy can be found on page 8.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Club Officials and Contacts
President

Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Vice-President

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com
Our web site is hosted as a community service by

Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Secretary

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Membership

Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970

Treasurer

John Jackson

contact@stetsonflyers.com

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler 613-883-3367
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Simon Nadler 613-883-3367

Webmaster

webmaster@stetsonflyers.com

Newsletter

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson 613-746-4209
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Field Coordinator

René Lepage & Louise Gélinas
contact@stetsonflyers.com

There is always room to add your name here too!

Mailing Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
P.O. Box 456, Orleans, ON, K1C 1S8
Web Page:

http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Dues:
$70.00 per calendar year;
$30.00 for students under 18
$120.00 for families—two adults plus children

Photo Credits:
Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are by our webmaster Simon Nadler, or
our newsletter editor John Jackson, or our
Vice President Hal MacDonald..

Newsletter Questions and Answers
I used to get emails about club events,
but they stopped coming – what happened?
Most likely your email address changed or
failed and we were not given a new one.
When the electronic version is ready for
download we send out a reminder as well as
for important events and notices. To get
back on our mailing list, send your email address to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Meetings
The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last
Tuesday of each month, except for December, June, July or August. The meetings are
held at the Canada Aviation Museum in the
Bush Theatre.

Bring and Brag
Each meeting we encourage members and
guests to bring something of interest to
show to the group. It could be a new plane,
a build in progress, or a demo of a technique. Where there are three or more items
brought to the meeting we will try and have
a prize draw. Items for sale are welcome
but are not eligible for the Bring and Brag
prize draw.

Use the back door to the museum!
To get to the back door follow the roads
around to the extreme left side of the museum. Pass through the gate in the fence
and proceed to the back door.
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Meeting Minutes
1 December 2009
The meeting was opened at 7:35. There were 43
members in attendance.
Guests welcomed included new member David Colpitts and Shirley Sommerville who brought Ford
Sommerville out for the meeting.
A motion to accept the minutes as published was
made by Wayne Smith, seconded by Simon Nadler.
A request from Scott Clarke was made to include
more detail in future minutes in the Treasurer’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report: The current bank balance is
$479.33 and the GIC balance is $10,440.47. The
GIC needs renewing, and Dan Marcotte explained
that the interest being offered was 0.15%. Since the
club is incorporated we cannot put our finances with
ING Direct or President’s Choice which offer individuals higher interest rates. A motion was made by
Scott Clarke, seconded by Ed Whynott, to continue
to investigate GIC rates and attempt to get TD Bank
to increase their offer at the last minute. Motion carried.
Webmaster’s Report – no report.
Newsletter Editor’s Report – John discussed moving
the date for cutting off physical newsletter mailings
from April 1 to January 1. After a brief discussion
there was unanimous vote that physical newsletter
mailings should cease immediately to conserve club
resources and reduce effort. This will also allow
newsletters to grow in length beyond what can be
mailed with a single stamp. The originator of the
motion and seconder was not recorded in the minutes [sorry about that – the Newsletter Editor is also
the Secretary and was caught off guard by the motion!]
Field Report – Dan Marcotte presented a measured
diagram of our field including boundaries; required
for MAAC insurance to ensure we comply with setbacks from the flight line. There was an extended
discussion regarding the fall grass seeding in the pit
area. The first question was from Scott to Dan asking for clarification where the money for the improvements came from since new budget was not presented yet. Dan answered that he funded the project
from his own pocket until budget was approved, and
in the case where the budget was not approved he
would pay for the improvements himself. The next

question regarded the timing and extent of the reseeding. Dan showed pictures of the gang plank he
built to allow flyers to get through the pit area without
walking in mud, and also said he had three opinions
recommending the work be done in the fall. What
was not planned for was the 34mm of rain shortly
after dirt was delivered. Scott commented that while
it may be that fall seeding is better than spring or
summer seeding, there was not enough room to get
a giant plane through the pit area, effectively making
the field unusable to giant scale flyers. The suggestion was to use the North-South runway for a pit area
until the grass grows back. This will require extensions to the safety fences to conform to MAAC insurance setbacks. Mike Ingham commended Dan for
taking the initiative to do the work. There was discussion on best practices for future projects such as
this. The pit area will need to be cordoned off in the
spring to let the new grass seed grow.
Other field improvements planned include cleaning
the shelter roof, repairs to safety fence, refresh of
safety indicators which are flush to the ground, repair
picnic tables and set up tables, repair BBQ shack
roof and fill holes in the runway and low lying pit areas.
CFI Report – Simon Nadler made a detailed presentation to the members on his vision and mission for
the new Wings program. Some of the key points of
his presentation included getting all the instructors
on board to be teaching the same way and using the
student’s log book to determine where they are in
their instruction. This will enable a student to receive
consistent instruction no matter which instructor they
are paired with and items will not be overlooked.
There was a discussion of using some books for
ground school. Questions were asked about helicopter instruction as well as intermediate and advanced instruction; the answer was maybe, but let’s
gets the new pilot instruction running well first. The
plans for the flight instruction are still being developed and a formal report will be submitted at the appropriate time.
Old Business – none.
New Business:
Budget. Dan Marcotte presented the 2009 statement of expenses and a motion was made by Gerry
Nadon, seconded by Mike Ingham, to accept the
statement as presented. Motion passed. The 2010
budget proposal was presented and Dan explained
that we have received three bids for grass cutting.
While a decision has not been reached as to who to
go with, we plan to go with two half year contracts so
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

we can change half way through the season if the
grass cutting does not meet our standards. Gerry
Nadon made a motion to accept the 2010 budget as
presented, seconded by Mike Ingham. There was a
discussion regarding the line item referring to the
income based on the number of projected members,
and Gerry Nadon made a motion to amend the
budget to remove the reference to the number of
projected members. The motion was seconded by
Mike Ingham and the motion carried. John Jackson
made a motion to offer family memberships for $120
per family. The motion was seconded by Doug
Tufts. Mike Ingham sought clarification that a family
was immediate family only. The motion passed.
John Jackson made a motion to offer 50% discounted memberships available to NEW members
after September 10th which would not be available to
lapsed or delinquent renewals. Several thought this
would lead to abuse. The motion was seconded by
Simon Nadler and the motion passed 36 for and 7
against. John commented that if the provision created problems and was abused the club could rescind the motion at a future meeting with a proper
motion.
VRP Program (Volunteer Recognition Program)–
John Jackson proposed a program to encourage
volunteerism within the club. Certain activities would
earn volunteers ballots. A major contribution such as
being the major presenter for a meeting might earn
two ballots, staffing a position at a fun fly might earn
one ballot. At the 2010 November meeting there
would be a draw for a free membership from the ballots. More prizes may be awarded throughout the
year to promote the program but the minimum prize
would be one free membership. The motion was seconded by Don Glandon and carried. Gerry Nadon
made a motion that the prizes awarded should be at
the discretion of the executive which was seconded
by Wayne Smith. Motion carried.
Events – Gary Robertson. Gary presented his vision
for club events for the coming year. Some previous
events would be “club gathering” and not advertized
to other clubs. No canteen for these events, lower
key and less drain on resources. Some events such
as the mall show will be cancelled completely. Part
of this is being driven by MAAC wanting to adjust
club dates to eliminate conflicts; there was a feeling
that MAAC might be intruding too far into club affairs.
Hal MacDonald will represent the club at the Zone
Directors meeting in December and ensure our dates
are respected. Other clubs not waiting for approval
to publish their dates. Primary Fun Fly’s Include:
June 5, 2010 – Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly
June 26, 2010 – Classic & Warbird Fun Fly
Aug. 7, 2010 – Heli Fun Fly
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Sept. 11-12 – Giant Scale Fun Fly
Club Gatherings include:
Jan. 1, 2010 – First Flight
March 6, 2010 – Winter Fun Fly
May 15, 2010 – Field Cleanup Day
Sept. 25, 2010 New Flyers Event
Gary went on to discuss meeting improvement by
having presentations during the second part of the
meeting (after Bring and Brag) on topics relating to
building, maintaining and flying our planes. There
were lots of great suggestions. Guest speakers
might also be invited, such as Claude Melborne from
MAAC, Vintage Wings, Military, etc. Field trips were
also suggested. A suggestion that the May meeting
be a dinner meeting was suggested and the consensus was that it should be pursued. Bring and Brag
will be improved by ensuring that presenters have
the floor and other discussions are moved away. An
effort will be made to offer draw prizes when there
are three or more presenters at Bring and Brag.
There was a discussion about the Zone Fun Fly regarding the timing intervals for jets and regular aircraft, the ½ hour for jets and ½ hour for regular or
non jets should be addressed with the Zone Director
since there were more non jet aircraft within the zone
that were attending, while the jet group although interesting were mainly from outside the zone and yet
had equal flight time. Scott said that this issue had
already been addressed to Claude for next year’s
event.
Safety Speech: Hal MacDonald presented several
aspects of safety including decent reporting and
there was a discussion on insurance trends and the
rapidly increasing costs of insurance – more money
for less insurance. Every time there is a claim our
insurability goes down. Insurance companies are
looking for loop holes to get out of paying out on
claims, which means we must be vigilant about such
things as MAAC safety code, ensuring field is in order, making sure that all pilots are club members and
MAAC members. We must actively work to prevent
accidents and make sure that what does occur is
reported promptly and correctly.
Other New Business:
David Colpitts was introduced and he presented his
proposal for a weather station at the field. Amateur
weather is another hobby of his and he would like to
install weather equipment with a computer and wireless connection so that weather updates could be
automatically published direct from the field every
few minutes. There was a discussion over power
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)

sources, solar power, etc. A webcam is also a possibility. David demonstrated the system from a laptop
during Bring and Brag. More information to come at
future meetings.
Scott Clarke made a motion to ban dogs at the field,
seconded by Ed Whynott. The club rules say that
pets must be leashed; owners are not practicing
poop and scoop. Dogs have been witnessed on the
runway while planes are flying nearly causing an accident. Some dogs are on a 200 foot leash; the
leash itself creates a problem. There was a discussion that this motion would prevent properly restrained dogs in trailers and would do nothing to restrict those who ignore rules anyways, such as non
pilots who bring their animals for exercise when no
one is flying. John Jackson made an amendment to
the motion that dogs are restricted to the parking lot,
which was seconded by Ed Whynott. Motion as
amended carried.
Mike Ingham made a motion that a proper sign indicating dog rules be posted between parking lot and
pit area. The motion was seconded by Gerry Nadon
and the motion carried.
John Jackson made a motion that smoking be
banned from the trailer. The motion was seconded
by Ed Whynott and the motion carried.
Gerry Nadon made a motion to close the meeting
which was seconded by Simon Nadler – the motion
carried.

“You, you, and you ... Panic. The rest of you, come with
me.”
—USMC Gunnery Sergeant

Weather Station
I would like to welcome one of new members from
Morewood, Ontario Mr. David Colpitts. Another of
David’s hobbies is amateur weather stations and
forcasting and he operates one at his house. To get
the latest weather in Morewood, about 20 km south
of the field, go to his weather page at:

Weather History
Instant Weather
(you should be able to click on these links)
David is proposing to either move his weather station
to Stetson Field or else set up a new one there. This
weather station would give wind speed, direction,
gusts and temperature every few minutes. It would
upload the information to the web via cell phone.
There is a chance we can get a web cam also that
would update at intervals, say every 10 minutes.
David is offering to fund the cost of the hardware and
the cell plan needed to update the web page.
The idea would be to put as much as possible inside
the trailer and put the sensors and antennas and
such on the end of the trailer or roof. The power
would most likely come from deep cycle batteries
which are recharged by solar panels.
Imagine being able to get accurate weather right at
the field! No more finding how different the weather
can be at the field compared to Orleans or Ottawa or
other locations.
The plan would be to install the station on or around
field maintenance day May 15th. More information
will be coming as we near that date.

Ottawa Rideau
Electric Jets Rally
May 29, 2010—9:30 AM Start
Paved Runway—Door Prizes
$10 Admission
Sponsors:
Models by John
Duragrit
More info: www.rideauflyers.com
Or contact Jean-Claude Terrettaz
At 613-256-1548
Karen.jean-claude@sympatico.ca
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Stetson Volunteer Recognition Program
By John Jackson
In an effort to encourage ALL of our 100+ members
to participate in ALL aspects of the club we will be
starting the “Stetson Volunteer Recognition Program” or VRP for short at the January 2010 meeting. In addition to increasing volunteerism within the
club, it would give a chance for the club to recognize
those members who are contributing. The format of
the VRP would be a raffle draw.
Starting January 1 2010 members can earn tickets in
the draw through volunteering in various activities of
the club throughout the year. Some activities might
be worth multiple tickets.

Proposal to modify the
Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly
By John Jackson
The Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly helps us to remember
an individual who gave a lot to our club, maintaining
the flying field for many, many years as if it was his
own back yard.
Since Ed passed away we have lost several more
long standing members of our club who have contributed much to our club. Some of the names include:
 Ed Rae
 Bill Pride
 Mike Hughson
 Ford Somerville

Prizes – the main prize would be a random draw at
the November meeting for a free 2011 membership.
That prize is guaranteed to be awarded. If the program is VERY successful it will increase the membership in the club and if merited additional prizes
could be awarded. Perhaps the person with the
most tickets would also get a free membership…

Ideally we would have an event to honour each one.
Unfortunately we do not have that many events, and
if our club continues for many years into the future it
is inevitable that we lose more members as time
passes.

At random times through the year there may be
prizes donated to the club and we may use the VRP
pot to award such prizes.

The executive felt that it might be more appropriate
to honour all the deceased members of our club on a
single day. By email solicited comments on changing the Ed Rae to the “Stetson Flyers Memorial Fun
Fly” and on that day we would honour all the members who have gone to fly with Ed.

Examples of Qualifying Activities:
 Organize a fun fly – 3 tickets
 Volunteer at a fun fly – 1 ticket
 Spending at least ½ day for field cleanup day – 1
ticket
 Major contribution at the field approved by executive – 1 ticket
 Make a feature presentation at a monthly meeting – 2 tickets
 Write an original newsletter article (1 full page,
not copied from elsewhere…) – 2 tickets
 Other activities as voted on by the executive or
the membership
Examples of Activities that would NOT be eligible:
 Bringing something for Bring and Brag (since we
hope to have separate prizes for Bring and Brag)
 Attending a fun fly, showing up for only the lunch
portion of the field cleanup day
 Standing near someone working at a fun fly

So why not help the club and help yourself at the
same time, and contribute to the club. The more you
contribute, the more it becomes your club!

Even now new members ask “who was Ed Rae?”

Over 90% of the responses was favourable to the
change. Some felt very strongly that this change
would dishonor Ed Rae or his family.
Since there were lots of opinions and it was not
unanimous, we are leaving the name alone until the
next meeting when it will be discussed during the
business meeting.
There were several good suggestions came out of
the consultation:
1. Change the name of the event to “Stetson Flyers
Memorial Fun Fly”.
2. Create a plaque with the names of those we are
remembering which would be permanently
mounted at the field.
3. Gather some information about the individuals
(perhaps on the web site) so that future flyers
can relate to those we are remembering.
4. Have a moment of silence at the fun fly.
5. Invite the families out on that day for the unveiling of the plaque.
If anyone has more names of deceased members
we need to add to our list please forward to the ex-
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First Flight of 2010
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Ford Somerville

there so frequently considering the many health issues he had.

This is the full text of the eulogy presented by
Gary Baughman at Ford Sommerville’s funeral.

He was a strong and determined man whom I grew
to really appreciate and respect. Ford served on the
Club executive for a few years and wasn't shy about
volunteering his time to organize fun-flys and he contributed his time to work parties, to better improve
our flying field for all our members.

Good afternoon, friends and family:
We are gathered here today to celebrate the life of
Ford Somerville.
My name is Gary Baughman and I am a member of
the Stetson Flyers Radio Control Modeling Club.
If I may, I would like to share some of my thoughts
and experiences with you about my friendship with
Ford.
I came to know Ford some 5 years ago, mostly in the
capacity of a fellow flyer and builder of model aircraft.
It soon became obvious to me that Ford was an excellent builder of all things wooden and he enjoyed
building and flying scale aircraft. Like all good builders, Ford demonstrated his skills through precision,
accuracy and, most importantly, the use of detail to
create truly beautiful flying models.
Through the years, I have come to know of his courage and stoicism in dealing with his serious health
issues. As a matter of fact I had known him for 2
years before he confessed to me that he had a prosthetic leg. I admired the way he handled the many
challenges that life presented to him. I can only
imagine how difficult it must have been to carry a
model to the flight line on rough grass terrain, and to
have to occasionally fight his way through tall scrub
grass to fetch his aircraft in those rare and infrequent
times that his landings were less then perfect. I
know that in the summer months when it got hot, you
could see that the prosthetic caused him some discomfort. When asked if he would consider some
assistance, he always politely declined.

I know our modeling club owes Ford a debt of gratitude for his many contributions. I might add that he
did this without fuss or bravado, as that was not his
way.
This fall, Ford entered the hospital for a surgical procedure and scared the heck out of the membership when we learned he was admitted to ICU.
When he was well enough to be discharged we were
all relieved and believed that he was on the mend.
During our December 1st club meeting, we saw Ford
arrive at the National Air Museum with his wife
Shirley. We were all so glad to see that he was well
enough to see his flying buddies again. I had a brief
conversation with him and he said that he was looking forward to the 2010 flying season and completing
one of his scale airplanes over the winter season. It
was so wonderful seeing Ford up and about again
and it looked as though his health problems were
improving.
But sadly, on Friday, December 11, we were notified
by phone and E mail that Ford had passed away.
I am deeply saddened by his passing.
I would like to say that I feel blessed for having
known Ford and that he will be sorely missed.

Farewell dear friend and may God bless.

During these past several years, there has been a
special camaraderie growing among the retired flyers
who congregate at the flying site on weekday mornings, weather permitting.
Ford would drive to our club flying site from Smiths
Falls, 2 or 3 times a week to join us. I know he enjoyed sharing those times with all his friends. This
group of flying buddies included a few retirees from
the military and RCMP. During lunch breaks, there
were many stories and engaging discussions about
all things important and some things frivolous. There
was always animated chatter and laughter. Little did
I know the effort it must have taken for Ford to get
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Ford Sommerville and his wife Shirley were warmly
welcomed at the December 1st meeting.

Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
2010 Budget - Carry over balance from 2009 = $ 491.28

GIC investment $10,260.90 for emergency field relocation
2009 Opening Balance:

$ 2,341.27

2009 Expenses

2010 Opening Balance:

$ 491.28

2010 Expenses

Field lease

$ 1,284.00

Field lease

$ 1,284.

Grass cutting

$ 1,890.00

Grass cutting

$ 2,500.

Brush Cutting

$ 700.00

Brush Cutting

$ 800.

Road & Parking repair

$ 2,393.20

Field maintenance

$ 2,966.52

Field maintenance

$ 3,105.

Generator – First aid kit

$ 540.70

PO Box

$ 150.

Purchase of 100 crests

$ 700.60

CFI & Wings Program

$ 400.

MAAC registration & Cert.

$ 100.00

Bank fees

$ 150.

PO Box

$ 148.36

Toilet servicing

$ 300.

CFI & Wings Program

$ 123.50

Purchase shirts/hats

$ 500.

Bank fees

$ 141.72

Misc. expenses

$ 300.

Toilet servicing

$ 395.75

Total Expenses

$ 9,489.00

New Trailer installation

$ 220.00

Purchase shirts/hats

$ 450.91

Wind sock & Base

$ 219.47

Misc. expenses

$ 172.94

Total Expenses

$ 12,447.67

2010 Anticipated Revenues
Memberships

$ 7,000

T-shirts/hats, 50/50
Fun Fly revenue

$ 2,000

Total Revenues

$ 9,000

Anticipated end balance

$ 2.28

2009 Revenues
Memberships

$ 7,825.00

T-shirts/hats, 50/50
Fun Fly revenues, Donation

$ 2,772.68

Total Revenues

$ 10,597.68

2009 BUDGET - SUMMARY
Open balance on Nov 1 =
Revenues
=

$ 2,341.27
$ 10,597.68

Total of funds

$ 12,938.95
minus

$ 12,447.67
Expenses
Balance as of Nov 1, 2009 $ 491.28
Note: Extra= $1,000=road, $ 700.60=crests, trailer=$220
Roof repair/Paint for trailer:$60.00

