Stetson Flyer
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

January 2011

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 25th
Regular Meeting

7:30 PM
Don’t forget your

Bring and Brag!
Prize draw whenever there are 3 or
more bring and brag items.
Gary Robertson made the first official glow powered
flight for 2011.

Coming Stetson Events...
January 25th
February 22nd
March 5th
April 30th
March 29th
April 26th
May 14th
May 31st
June 4th

Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Winter Fun Fly
Orleans R/C Day
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Field Cleanup Day
Dinner Meeting
Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly

January Meeting Guest Speaker
Your Executive and your Event Director (Gary
Robertson) are pleased to invite you to meet Col.
Harold (Dutch) Holland, RCAF, and hear him
speak to us as a career fighter pilot on his experiences in the Burma campaign in WW2.
Dutch flew P40’s in the Burma theatre with 11
Squadron, 221 Group, Third Tactical Air Force, RAF,
following his RCAF training in Canada on the Tigermoth and the Harvards.
First electric flight of 2011 is a three-way tie: John
Jackson, Dave Percy, and Pierre Menard.

This is going to be a great meeting, so be sure to
attend! Bring your Warbirds for show and tell…it will
match the theme!

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Club Officials and Contacts
President

Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Secretary

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Membership

Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970

Treasurer

John Jackson

contact@stetsonflyers.com

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler 613-883-3367

Newsletter Questions and Answers
I used to get emails about club events, but
they stopped coming – what happened?
Most likely your email address changed or failed and
we were not given a new one. When the electronic
version is ready for download we send out a reminder
as well as for important events and notices. To get
back on our mailing list, send your email address to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Meetings
The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last Tuesday
of each month, except for December, June, July or
August. The meetings are held at the Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush Theatre.

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Webmaster
Newsletter

Simon Nadler 613-883-3367
webmaster@stetsonflyers.com

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson 613-746-4209
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Field Coordinator

René Lepage & Louise Gélinas
contact@stetsonflyers.com

There is always room to add your name here too!

Mailing Address:

new as of August 2010

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Dues:
$80.00 per calendar year;
$40.00 for students under 18
$130.00 for families—two adults plus children

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com
Our web site is hosted as a community service by

Bring and Brag
Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique. Where there are three or more items
brought to the meeting we will try and have a prize
draw. Items for sale are welcome but are not eligible
for the Bring and Brag prize draw.

Use the back door to the museum!
To get to the back door follow the road around to the
extreme left side of the museum. Pass through the
gate in the perimeter fence and proceed to the back
door.

Photo Credits:
Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor John Jackson, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions
from the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will need to be seconded, then discussed
and voted on by the members present. Sometimes the outcome is that the motion is tabled so
more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the
executive a “heads up” by sending an email to
contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the
executive meeting which happens the Tuesday
before a regular meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance to research the idea in
advance of the meeting and gather any required
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Minutes November 30, 2010
The meeting was opened at 7:34 pm with a motion
by Dave Martin, seconded by Richard Campion.
There were 35 people in attendance.
Guests introduced included Paul Reardon.
A motion to accept the October minutes as published
was made by Gerry Nadon, seconded by Don
Glandon. Motion carried.
Membership Report – currently we have 133 members.
Webmaster – No Report.
Newsletter –No Report.
CFI-No Report.
Old Business
CHEO- Dan summarized the presentation to CHEO
and the fact that we raised $1565.00 in donations to
the CHEO Foundation. The hospital has indicated
that it is a real hit with the teenage crowd.
Memorial-John Jackson presented a proof of concept for the Ed Rae Memorial – a plaque that could
be mounted outdoors in a protected place like the
BBQ hut and be somewhat weatherproof and not a
target for vandals. The top portion would be missing
man formation, the middle would have a dedication
plaque, and the bottom would have the names of the
members. The members were in agreement with
the nature of the memorial.
Impound-Dan discussed the impound. On a day
where there were 17 flyers at the field Dan had them
lift the old impound and move it beside the trailer.
Dan presented his idea for an impound based on
member comments and using the Rideau impound
for inspiration, making use of wire shelving. Gerry
Nadon commented that the new one should be
smaller and it was pointed out the new one would be
half the size. The new impound would be on wheels
so it could be moved from the trailer area to the flight
line for an event. Don Glandon moved to approve
the new impound design as presented, seconded by
Mike Gratton. The next issue to be resolved was
location of the frequency board. There were arguments for putting it on the side of the impound and
for leaving it on the windsock. Don Glandon made a
motion to leave the frequency board where it is, Gary
Robertson seconded. In favour of the windsock location was that everyone could see it and walking to
the flight line would remind people to pin up. In fa-

vour of the side of the impound would be convenience so you did not have to go to two different locations to get your radio and pin, and possibly more if
your frequency happened to be busy. Gerry Nadon
noted that the 72 Mhz crowd should police themselves, be aware of who else was flying 72 and what
frequency they were on. The consensus was that on
the impound was the most appropriate location. A
vote was called for on Don’s motion: 0 in favour, all
against with two abstentions. Don Glandon then
moved that the frequency board be put on the side of
the impound, seconded by Wayne Smith. The motion carried, none against, no abstentions.
New Business
Dan wished Marc Huot well with upcoming treatments for prostate cancer.
Scott Clarke thanked the members for their contributions for Movember a prostate cancer event. Scott’s
team raised $9300 which was matched 50% by their
employer for a total raised of over $13,000.
GIC- the GIC will be renewed at 0.75% interest,
which last year made just over $52 for the club.
Locking it in would increase return almost a percent,
and after discussion it was agreed that $52 was not
enough to lose access to the money for a year.
Budget- Note the actual financial statements and
budget are presented elsewhere in this newsletter.
The 2010 Financial Statement was presented. Scott
Clarke asked for the 2010 budget figures but they
were not available at the meeting and it was agreed
that it would have been better if the budget and actual were presented side by side. Dan explained that
the higher costs for Flight School were mostly offset
by income (sale of books). Wayne Smith moved that
the 2010 Financial Statement be approved as presented, seconded by Gerry Nadon. All were in favour – motion passed.
There was a discussion over the costs of the Flight
School log books and wings. Gerry Nadon made a
motion that the Stetsons have a 1 time fee for students of $15.00 which would defray the costs of the
wings and the log book. It was clarified this was
NOT retroactive upon current students. 17 for, 6
opposed, 1 abstain, motion carried.
Scott Clarke asked for a breakdown on how the
$3000 for field maintenance would be spent. Dan
replied that the amount was based on previous total
spending and cash available and not on specific
tasks. He added that the money would not be spent
on significant projects without consulting the mem(Continued on page 4)

Page 3

(Continued from page 3)

bership, but also keeping in mind that there are no
meetings from end of May till the end of September
so the executive have to make decisions in the interest of the club. Gerry Nadon commented that the
road needs attention this year coming or it will be
ruined.
Tied to the budget was a dues increase to $80 for
regular members, $40 for high school students and
youth. There was a discussion about why families
did not go up $10 too. The explanation given was
that not everyone in most families flies.
Don
Glandon made a motion to raise the family membership fees to $130, seconded by Mike Gratton. 13 for,
11 against, 2 abstained. Motion carried.
Gerry Nadon made a motion to approve the 2011
budget, seconded by Richard Campion, motion carried, 0 against and 1 abstain.
Events- Gary Robertson presented the proposed
events for 2011 and the list appears elsewhere in
this newsletter. At the electric event if there is interest 15 minute segments of each hour may be reserved for helis if turnout warrants it. June 25 Electric Fun Fly may conflict with Kingston Club, but the
members felt it did not matter. Scott would like the
Giant Scale event to be 2 days long. All events are
on a Saturday with Sunday being the rain date. If
there is poor weather both days the event is cancelled for the year. Scott Clarke moved to approve
the event calendar as presented, seconded by Gerry
Nadon. All in favour, 0 against, 0 abstained.

The motion carried 17 for, 0 against, and 2 abstained. It was clarified this motion is not a perpetual
one; a new motion would be required next year if
appropriate.
Safety Speech-Hal commented that No Incidents of
injury or damage were reported to him. This is good,
but there were incidences unreported which is not
good. It is up to us to police each other and make
sure we are all flying safely. If you have an issue
with how someone is behaving at the field approach
them politely and work it out if possible.
Dan showed a ‘trophy’ made by Gary Baughman
from the tail of his (ex)Chipmunk to decorate the
cook shack.
Wayne Smith has a friend who served in Burma during WWII and was wondering if the club would be
interested in him as a guest speaker. It was suggested that Wayne and Gary get together and discuss as a guest speaker for the dinner meeting next
May.
Gerry Nadon moved to close the meeting; Gary
Robertson seconded, and all in favour left the room.

Don Glandon made a motion to purchase two 18’
aluminum flagpoles to be installed near our sign for a
cost of approximately $400. Gary Baughman seconded the motion. 9 for, 7 against, 6 abstained –
motion carried. Dan commented that 10% of the
field maintenance budget was now committed.
Flight School – The executive would like to award
five instructors with complementary memberships.
The five instructors were Fred Lottes, Maurice Edkins, Normand Belair, Rick Ramalho, and Stuart
Brinks. These individuals attended over 75% of the
24 flight school sessions which when you add it up is
a large number of hours. There was a lot of discussion over this and it was pointed out there are many
in the club who contribute very little beyond their
dues, either at meetings or at events. There are others who put in large amounts of time, and this is not
an unreasonable gesture based on the effort expended. The analogy of a ski instructor who is not
paid but given free access to the slopes was presented. Simon Nadler made the motion to provide
five free memberships, seconded by Hal MacDonald.
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A club house trophy made by Gary Baughman’s
Chipmunk. Since Gary made the trophy from the
back half of the aircraft, he no longer needed the
front half so he smashed that onto the flying field.

Loctite is a company which makes many different products for many different applications. They make much more than just threadlockers. The more common threadlocker codes are given below—the ones marked in bold are the most common. All of the following (except
272) break down at 300 deg. F.

 222/222MS (purple) low strength
 242 (blue) medium strength
 243 (blue) medium strength, oil contamination tolerant
 290 (green) medium-high strength, low viscosity, wicks into threads, not for use with loose fits
 262 (red) high strength, generally requires heat for removal
 271 (red) high-very high strength, generally requires heat for removal
 272 (red) high-very high strength, high temperature tolerant (up to 450 deg. F), generally requires heat for removal
 277 (red) very high strength, for large bolts over 1" dia, generally requires heat for removal
Loctite "Form-A-Thread" is also an excellent product, which can re-thread low temperature bolt holes in aluminum, steel, and magnesium. I recently used it to thghten up some loose threads in the magnesium case of a Bantam "19".
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Importance of Balancing Lithium
Polymer Batteries
by Dave Buxton
From the Falling Water Radio Control Flying Club, Soddy
-Daisy, Tennessee
The primary reason for this article is to explain the importance of using a balancer for Lithium-polymer (Li-Poly)
battery charging every single time you charge your LiPoly batteries. Balancing will greatly reduce the risk of
your
batteries
going
bad
prematurely.
Let’s start with an illustration for those who may be electronically challenged:

 Imagine two 5-gallon buckets. One has been used for







mixing paint and has several layers of it coating the
inside.
The bucket with reduced capacity (painter’s bucket)
will fill faster and will empty faster if the flow rate for
each is the same.
Normal aging and cell damage are like adding layers
of paint. The cell with less capacity will charge or discharge faster than the other cells in the pack.
Brand new battery packs can have cells that are
poorly matched.
Cell balancing is like drilling a hole in the bottom of
the painter’s bucket so it will fill no faster than the
clean new bucket. We can put our finger over the
hole as necessary to keep the two buckets in balance
as we fill them.
Using a Li-Poly balancer does not scrape the paint
out of the painter’s bucket.

Li-Poly chemistry accumulates a charge over a fairly narrow voltage range with rapidly diminishing capacity exhibited above and below this range. This explains why
the voltage rises or falls more rapidly above or below this
chemistry range. Operating outside this range of voltages
will at best accelerate the aging process and can result in
serious cell damage and even smoke and flame. A battery that could have lasted three years might fade away
in less than a week if one cell has a significantly reduced
cell
capacity
relative
to
it’s
mates.
Nicad and NiMH cells self limit at full-charge voltage. At
that point they start getting hot, which is why it is very
important that Nicad and NiMH chargers detect full
charge and switch to a trickle charge rate. Li-Poly cell
voltage is not self limiting, which is why you should never
use a Nicad style trickle charger. Diagram 2 normalizes
the three charging curves so that their respective fullcharge voltages appear to be the same.

You may be a newcomer to RC flying of indoor or park
flyer airplanes on a very limited budget. This article need
not scare you out of the hobby or into purchasing an expensive charging system. The smaller, simpler Li-Poly
chargers do not charge batteries all the way to the top,
allowing some margin for a cell being out of balance. At
least do the following if you don’t use a balancer:

 Make sure the charger is charging to an adequately
conservative voltage that is less than 4.2 times the
cell count.
 Check the cell count each time you use the charger.
Wrong cell count is one of the leading reasons for
smoke and fire, which has lead to car fires and
houses burning down.
 Once in awhile, at full charge, use a volt meter to
confirm that none of the cells are being charged to
more than 4.2 volts. If a trend is developing in that
direction then its time purchase a balancer.
(Continued on page 7)
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The Importance of Setting
Headings
by Mike Lynch
From the official newsletter of the Circle City Flyers
of Corona, California
One of the first goals of flying RC is to be able to
make smooth, level turns. As early as your first practice flight, your instructor will tell you to bank with
ailerons, maintain the turn with the elevator, and
straighten with the opposite aileron. The goal is to
maintain a smooth turn with no gain or loss of altitude. The time it takes to master this first step varies
from one beginner to another. And the good feeling
you get from mastering this step is but one of many
you will enjoy as your flying improves.
With this step mastered, you will be able to “keep the
airplane in the air.” However, you may not be able to
enter and exit the turns you make as predictably as
you would like. You may find that the airplane is flying you, wandering all over the flying field. The second step to flying is to master entering and exiting
turns precisely—and the importance of this step cannot be over assessed. As you begin learning how to
land, it is mandatory that you are able to exit your
last turn (during final approach) in a manner that has
you perfectly aligned with the runway. You can master this very important talent only by knowing how to
set headings.
Practice with figure eights. Once you are relatively
comfortable making smooth, level turns it is time to
begin practicing more precise turns. Figure eights
are excellent for this purpose because they force you
to make left and right turns equally to avoid the “I can
only turn left” syndrome. To begin, we recommend
making left turns on your right side and right turns on
your left side. This way the airplane will always be
turned away from you. (Many beginners feel uncomfortable when the model is coming directly at them,
even in a turn.)
At first, you may find this quite difficult. The goal is to
exit each turn with the airplane heading directly toward a corner of the field (with the center of the figure eight directly in the middle of the field). You will
find that you must begin exiting the turn slightly before your desired heading is reached, which can be
tricky. Your first few attempts will probably not be
perfect and will force you to make minor corrections;
you must be quite gentle with the controls to avoid
over correcting. Once you have mastered, reverse
the direction of the figure eight and start again (right

turns on your right side, left turns on your left side).
Always remember the importance of setting headings. As you practice landings (and even after you
have performed your first solo), whenever you are
having problems setting up your headings, go back
and practice figure eights. 

(Continued from page 6)

If the above is stretching it a bit, then you should at
least add an external balancer (e.g. Blinky Balancer).
Consider the following limitations of an external balancer:

 May not be aggressive enough, especially for
larger batteries or any battery with cells more
seriously out of balance (Blinky balancing cost
me an expensive battery).
 An integrated balancer can easily produce an
alarm if you dial in the wrong cell count. An external balancer won’t do that.
 A charger with an integrated balancer will slow
down or even stop the charging process whenever the balancer is not keeping up.

If your flying practice sounds anything like the following, then you should (must) use a charger with an
integrated balancing system:

 High battery stress style of flying (e.g. lots of full
throttle, hot weather, flying until the battery
fades, outdoor helicopters).
 Cell counts greater than three.
 Cell capacity greater than 2100 mAh for which
you should at least use a Blinky external balancer.
Some chargers have an external balancer that communicates with the charger. This can be as effective
as having the balancer built into the charger. 

Age doesn’t always bring wisdom.
Sometimes age comes alone.
Page 7

First Flight of 2011

Participants and spectators for the first club event of 2011!

Warm above-zero temperatures and no wind
would normally be idea flying conditions for
January 1, but it ended up becoming pea-soup
fog! The biggest challenge was not starting
planes, but flying them so we could still see
them!
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Gary Robertson was judged to be the first glow
plane in the air for 2011, while the First Electric
powered flight for 2011 was a 3-way tie: John
Jackson, Dave Percy, and Pierre Menard.

STETSON 2011 CLUB EVENTS

July 1, 2011: Canada Day Static Displays

March 5, 2011: Winter Fun Fly (Club gathering)

Once again Stetson Flyers will display aircraft of all types
at the Canada Aviation Museum. This is a club event, in
cooperation with the National Aviation Museum. YOUR
assistance is requested. All types and sizes of aircraft and
helis will be welcomed. We need members to bring their
aircraft to the museum early AM that day. Pickup at the
end of the day.
For more information contact
marcottedaniel@sympatico.ca

Stetson Flyers welcomes you to the annual Winter Fun
Fly. All aircraft types are welcome for a fun filled day
of flying and a way to welcome the spring. No landing
fee will be assessed; however, a valid MAAC membership is mandatory. For more information, please email
Dave Martin at
davidmartin252@gmail.com
April 30, 2011: Community R/C Day
Stetson Flyers and Community Pentecostal Church,
along with R/C Car, R/C Boat, and Rocketry Clubs in
the area will hold a public R/C day at the church site
on St. Joseph Boulevard, Orleans. Static displays in
the gym will be accompanied by movies on all aspects
of R/C. Live demonstrations of airplanes, helis and
cars will be held as weather allows. Free flight simulator access will be supplied through the cooperation of
Discount Hobbies. Hours are to be 9AM to 4PM.
For more information please contact Gary Robertson
at garyr75@hotmail.com
May 14, 2011: Field clean-up (Club gathering)
The Stetson Flyers Field Cleanup will be held on May
14 and your participation would be appreciated. Arrive
early at 0830 hrs with your shovels, rakes, power
tools and work clothes. This is the one day when the
aircraft are left at home! A list of items to be done will
be available in advance. For more information, please
email Daniel Marcotte at
marcottedaniel@sympatico.ca
June 4, 2011: Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly (MAAC EVENT)
(rain date June 5)
Stetson Flyers invite you to join us for our first MAAC
event of the year. All types of aircraft and helis are
welcome. Show us what you have been working on all
winter! This is always a great day of flying and comradeship. Come share in the beauty of flight at our
great field. Canteen service Stetson Style will be available. Landing Fee $5.00 For more information contact
Gary Robertson at garyr75@hotmail.com
June 25, 2011: Classic & Warbird Fun Fly (MAAC EVENT)
(rain date June 26)
Stetson Flyers welcome you to the Annual Classics and
Warbirds fun fly. Come join us as all those hot warbirds wind up and buzz Stetson Field all day, while the
Classics show their very special charm. Bring your
camera for this one! Landing fee is $5.00. Limited
camping is available (no hook-ups), and the Stetson
Canteen will be operating. For more information,
please email Don Glandon at
don.glandon@hotmail.com

July 30, 2011: First Annual Electric Fun Fly: (MAAC EVENT)
(rain date July 31)
OK folks: You wanted it, and you’ve got it! The explosion
of electric flying in our sport is simply tremendous! Bring
them ALL out this day and enjoy the newest event on the
Stetson Calendar. If it’s electric powered, it’s welcome!
Prop, ducted fan, aircraft, heli, big and small, fast and
slow, you name it. Come participate in this most diverse
form of R/C flying. From Giant Scale to Micro-flyers, Warbirds to Classics, Aerobats to Gliders, this promises to be
a fascinating day of participation in this newest area of
our sport. Limited camping available (no-hook-ups) and
the Stetson Canteen will be open. Landing Fee $5. For
additional information please contact Dave Hubenig at
drumrd@rogers.com
Sept. 10-11, 2011: Stetson Flyers Annual Giant Scale Rally
and Pig Roast dinner. (MAAC EVENT)
Please join us again this year for a BIG weekend of Giant
Scale fun featuring a roast pig dinner on Saturday afternoon. MAAC or AMA is required and all aircraft must be
IMAA legal.
Camping is available onsite (no hookups). Flight line
opens at 9am both days and a landing fee of $10 will be
charged. Stetson Canteen will be available. For more information please email Scott Clarke at
giantscale@rcaviator.ca
September 24, 2011: New Flyers Fun Fly: (club gathering)
(rain date Sept 25)
Stetson Flyers welcomes all the new flyers who participated in the 2011 Stetson Flight School. Een if you did
not get your wings, you are welcome to fly with one of
the instructors attending the event. It will be also be a
chance to thank our instructors who devoted most of
their Tuesday nights for us. All aircraft types are welcome
for a fun filled day of flying at our magnificent field. Access to our field will be restricted to new flyers only from
9:00am to 3:00pm (open flying after 3pm). Prizes are
included in the landing fee of $5.00. The Stetson canteen
will be available for food and soft drinks. For more information, please email Simon (Goose) Nadler at
goose@goosesworld.com
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