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President's Message

reetings to all members. I hope you had a
wonderful Festive Season and I wish you all a Happy
New Year.
It’s nearing the end of January so with a little bit of luck
and cooperation from Mother Nature, we will only have
two more months of cold and the white stuff left (snow
is a four letter word for many flyers). For those who fly
in winter you can escape the cold and warm up your
fingers thanks to our new heater in the winter shelter.
But don’t get your hands too close, you will discover
that it generates a lot of heat. Hopefully the winds will
be calm and we will be able to get in some nice winter
flying until spring finally comes.
This year, 2016, is the Stetson Flyers’ 40th anniversary.
Your executive is working to put together several activities to celebrate this special event. From a new crest
design (see above), new shirts and hats, to a special
dinner and other fun fly activities. We will work hard to
make this year a memorable one. We hope that all
members, past and present, will come to celebrate this
milestone in our history. Stay tuned for more news.

On Tuesday nights during the summer months, our
Flight School will be preparing new flyers to fly solo,
mandatory in order to qualify for their Wings. Besides
the students and instructors, one will often find experienced flyers who have come out to watch the students
as they learn the fine art of flying. They remember the
experience of not only keeping their aircraft in the air,
but for beginners, the sometimes white knuckles and
shaky knees skill of taking off and landing. As it is often
repeated, take-off is optional but landing is compulsory.
We enjoy seeing new members of all ages come out to
learn about radio control aircraft. Our main aims are to
teach safe flying and encourage beginners to have fun!

STETSONS COMING EVENTS:
February 24, 2016: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM. Aviation Museum
March 5, 2016: Winter Fun Fly
Organized by Sue MacDonald
March 30, 2016: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM. Aviation Museum
April 27, 2016: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM. Aviation Museum

April 28, 2016: Ground School
7:00 PM. D&S BBQ
Don’t forget the $3.00 Aviation Museum
Parking fee!
It is also very gratifying to see families get involved in
this hobby and make it a family activity.
All visitors are always welcome to come and watch. We
will make you feel at home and we will be pleased to
answer any question you may have about this fascinating hobby.
Please visit our calendar of events page for updated
information. Again, welcome and have a great flying
season! Safe and fun flying everyone!

Daniel Marcotte
President
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club.
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Newsletter Questions and Answers

President

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Not Getting Yours?

Secretary

Mark Lanthier

613-262-9818

Membership

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you
on the list!

Treasurer

Mark Lanthier

613-262-9818

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

last WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December, May, June, July or August. The meetings are held
at the Canadian Air and Space Museum in the Bush
Theatre.

Webmaster

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Bring and Brag:

Newsletter

Bob Myhara

613 744-1619

Field Coordinators

Pierre Coulombe

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique.

Appointed by the Executive

613-824-8942
Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com
Snail Mail Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Club Dues 2016:
General Member prior to April 1, 2016 $80.00
General Member after April 1, 2016

Don’t forget that the Aviation Museum requires us to
use pay parking ($3 for the evening) at the front of
the museum and enter through the main front doors.

Photo Credits:
Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor Bob Myhara, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

$100.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under) $40.00
Family Membership prior to April 1, 2016 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$130.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2016 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$150.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

Use the FRONT door to the museum!

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca
**NEW** memberships after September 10th half price.
Not valid on renewals or lapsed memberships.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from
the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will
need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by
the members present. Sometimes the outcome is
that the motion is tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a “heads up” by sending an email to contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance
to research the idea in advance of the meeting and
gather any required information.
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A Message From Your Executive
PLEASE SHOW YOUR CARDS:
When you are at the field, please put your MAAC card
and your Stetsons card in a visible location. On your
hat is excellent. On your field box? Transmitter box?
Pinned to your Club Jacket? All Excellent.
As long as they are VISIBLE so that you are readily
identified as a current MAAC and Stetson member,
everyone will be happy.
We all share a responsibility to ensure that ALL flyers
are current MAAC members. We also need to know
you are a Stetson member, and it is a challenge every
year to keep up with the new faces! Help us by making it easy to check credentials and learn who you are.
A big thanks for participating in this!
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Safety Report: Hal MacDonald VP/Safety
Officer Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club

T

o date no Safety incidents are reported.
However, being pro-active a few items to seriously consider when operating a Radio Control Aircraft.

An Electric Plane is a Power Saw with Wings
Over the past number of years the Club Safety Officer
has only dealt with personal injuries involving hand/finger injuries
caused by Prop strikes. This hobby cannot be enjoyed to its full
potential without full concentration on safety and in some cases
respecting the proper and safe use of our model aircraft and support equipment.
With the speed and torque of these motors, stronger
propellers (i.e. Carbon Fibre) and more powerful
batteries our model aircraft power systems have
evolved from simple rubber power to increasingly
more effective and potently more hazardous operation to the hobbyists. Our model aircraft are power
saws with wings and need to have all the protective
features of saw blades!
Many of the club members still work in a business that
requires full function of all your extremities. So the
loss of a thumb or finger(s) could potentially end or
limit your employment opportunities.
Consider Safety Devices. They can take the form of a
mix on your transmitter, or an arming device on your
model aircraft. Observe all MAAC
and club safety guidelines at all
times. For safety “Best Practices”
consult your Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM) manuals for
such items as aircraft setup, engine, transmitter, and servos or maybe a specific setup
or mix for kill switch programming. It is also a good
idea to periodically browse your OEM websites or R/C
news forums (RCGroups, RC Canada or Calm Days) for
items of interest. These OEM websites or R/C forums
may also contain important safety related “Recalls or
Construction Addendums”.
Online resources (e.g. Youtube) can be a valuable
sources of information, but the best advice is probably
your fellow MAAC club member or your local Hobby
shop.

Propeller Safety: Safety Tips
for Everyone
(Taken from Fly RC Magazine, 23 June 2011)

1. Treat every propeller as if it may turn at any moment.
2. Treat every propeller as if it will fail structurally at any
moment. Keep all body parts clear of the propeller arc at
all times.
3. Remove the propeller from the motor whenever you are
doing ESC/motor setup, testing and programming.
4. Properly secure your electric aircraft before you attach
any power source: remember it may start at any moment.
5. Be sure to properly secure your model with a tie-down or
have a helper hold it before you start its engine or motor.
6. Between hand-props, give glow and gas airplanes a firm
tug to ensure that the tie-down is holding them securely.
(Safety Officers note: our club has had several cases
where injuries have occurred as a result of the model
jumping forward when the throttle was accidently
jarred, or while carrying the aircraft to the flight line).
7. When tuning your engine, you must stay clear of the propeller arc. Preferably, tune the needles with the engine
shut down.
8. If it’s available on your transmitter, use a throttle lock or
a throttle kill function to avoid an unplanned application
of throttle until you’re ready to fly. Use this function religiously but I never trust that it is activated! Check!
9. Always tell spectators not to touch or move your models
propeller.
10.Never ever reuse a damaged propeller. The cost of an
injury far outweighs the cost of a new propeller, even if it
takes a quick drive to the hobby shop.
11.Keep a first aid kit in your work shop and in your car
(Our club has several First aid kits readily available by
the Frequency board and inside the trailer).

NOTES:
A towel can be a very effective means for controlling
blood lost until such time as emergency services
arrive;
Strongly recommended, never fly alone;
Follow all MAAC, the Stetson Flyers, and Transport
Canada safety rule and guidelines at all times;
Report any safety related incident to the club executive that could have the potential to cause personal injury, damage to public property or have a negative impact on our club;
The pilot is responsible at all times for the overall airworthiness and Safety of Flight for their model.
This is our hobby, so lets safely enjoy it with all our
friends, family and the public.
“Fair Winds and Happy Landings”
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Flight School is scheduled to begin May depending entirely
on the weather and the condition of the field. Keep a
close eye on the Flight School web page as it is updated
regularly from now until the end of the flying season
(again depending on the weather, but typically in the September/October timeframe).
If you are returning to Flight School this year, now is the
time to get your aircraft up to scratch including everything
I’ve talked about in this column in the past… your airframe, batteries, support equipment, fresh fuel, supplies
of WindexTM & paper towels to mention a few.

Fledglings…
January 2016

A reminder that the Flight School is run by volunteers who
with their many years of experience are giving their time,
commitment & reliability for the good of you the students.
You need to make the same commitments to them for the
school to succeed, so commit and be a part of the success
that is the Stetson Flight School.

As always, I am available at anytime for your questions…
To be fair, it’s been a mild winter relatively speaking… I
email me at cfi@stetsonflyers.com as I will help you out.
hope that if you haven’t been flying, that you have spent
time in the workshop building something for the upcoming Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight school,
onward and upward!
season or repairing last year’s weary airframes.
Ground School
Is the next Flight School event and is happening on Thursday April 28, 2016 at 7:00pm at the D & S Southern Comfort B.B.Q restaurant in Carlsbad Springs.

Goose
Chief Flying Instructor

This informational session is for absolute beginners with
no flying experience up to and including those in Flight
School who would like a refresher before the season starts
in May.
During the two hour session we will cover a lot of information in an easy to understand format. Questions are
encouraged as others are bound to have the same questions and we are all there to learn.
Hal & Sue MacDonald bring an amazing array of equipment and some aircraft to keep things interesting and I do
my best to pass on all the information and keep you
awake.
Many come for dinner beforehand and the food is pretty
good so feel free to do so. The session is free and everyone is welcome, especially those who are looking to join
the club and/or Flight School. (Dinner is not provided by
the club).
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erobatics
Corner:
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inter is upon us now, with the cold winds,
snowbanks, and short days. BUT the good
news is that the days are now getting longer, so it won’t be too many more weeks until we are
back out there. Think Positive!
While you are not working on the fleet, doing all that
essential maintenance and rebuilding, it is a wonderful
time to go flying on the simulator! Keep your sequences at hand and vary the practice by working on previous
years ones as well as working on 2016. Mike Lalonde
has a great comment that we should always be practicing stuff from the next level above, so if you are flying
Sportsman right now, have a look at some Intermediate
stuff as well, and keep yourself learning by trying those
moves as well. Do yourself a big favor and work on the
individual moves, not the whole sequence and your
practice time will be much more productive.
There is some exciting news from IMAC headquarters:
The next World IMAC Championship will be in 2018,
and back at Muncie, Indiana again!
This means that it is an achievable place for us to get to
for anyone who would like to be a part of it, as a pilot,
caller, volunteer, or spectator.
We had two pilots from Ottawa compete in the last one,
as you all know. Dave Rees and Kevin Denton both
made the Team Canada Roster and thoroughly enjoyed
the week! Ask them about it!
The time to start thinking about the event is NOW!
For all of you potential pilots, we need to do some planning and get some events in at other locations this
summer. This means travel and such, so PLEASE do let
me know if you are thinking of getting involved at some
level. We will ensure we keep all interested parties in
the loop with developments!
Email me with any questions please.
Next summer (2017) is likely to be the team selection
summer, so getting experience going to other fields this

summer will help a lot.
Dave Rees and Bill Teeter (deputy Zone Director for
IMAC, our region) have provided us with some great
information on how it worked last time and what it was
like to participate in this event. We sincerely appreciate this information. It helps a lot to get the ‘feel’ of the
event.
OK, so much for the Worlds.
Getting back to Stetsons and our aerobatics fun coming
up this summer, we have the approved date of August
13-14 as our IMAC weekend. Plan on this now please
and do come join in. Even if you have never done this
before, plan on giving it a try. Come out, do your personal best, meet some really nice people, participate
and enjoy! We will help you get ready. Gladly!

In addition, I have been working on getting a judging
seminar going in the Ottawa region again. No news yet,
but it might happen sometime this winter. If we get this
going, be sure to attend this. We all need help with
judging so we can better share the load at events, and it
really, really, really helps you understand how to fly
these manoeuvers properly!
INVITATION TO ALL:
COME OUT AND FLY WITH US:
Lots of pilots out there would like to learn more about
flying aerobatics, aircraft and radio setups, etc.
How to join in the fun? Just bring what you have and
come on out flying. Talk to us and let us know what
you’d like help with and we will be pleased to try!
We have several very experienced pilots who speak
Spektrum and Futaba, so we can help you with that
stuff, as well as how to fly various moves. Come for the
fun! Stay for the Hot Dogs!
Gary Robertson
Aerobatics Special Interest Group
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
The annual Stetson First Fly of the Year event!

As you all probably know, the first flight at Stetsons has been a tradition going back many years. The rules are simple, first in the air
after 9:00 am on January 1st wins. Because glow engines are notoriously hard to start from cold, there are two awards, one for electrics and one for Glow. This year it did not snow until January 30 th, so we almost had a snow free field. But, we actually got snow
this time around, lots of it. About 25 people showed up for the First Fly event, a great turnout.
The weather was quite mild, at -3 degrees C and the winds were
pretty good up until 9am and did not exceed 24 khp.

The competition was fierce with seven aircraft entered for the
electric 'race' and 2 for the glow powered class.

Tony Garbish (left) won the electric event and Gary Robertson (right) for the glow.
8

Out and About at the Stetsons:
The annual Stetson First Fly of the Year event! (Continued)
There were some amazing airplanes flying about. Some
classic and many others.

As per tradition, the burn barrel is Simon’s peace offering to the
weather gods for a most productive Flight school this coming year.
Offerings were selected from non-repairable flight incidents.

Many thanks to John Jackson who manufactured some amazing
trophies, thanks John! Many thanks also to Mike Lalonde and all the
volunteers that made today a success!

All in all a very enjoyable event.
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
Pierre Coulombe’s Scale Helicopter Project
This Christmas, Santa brought me a very nice
painted fiberglass MD500E fuselage to put
around a Blade 600X helicopter that I have had
for a while.
It was relatively quick and simple to adapt the
Blade 600X to this fuselage, but because the
600X was not included in the templates provided with the kit I had to carefully measure and
make the attachment points inside the fuselage,
cut back a bit of the dog house, and modify the
routing of the tail rotor control rod to fit
through the tail boom.
I also made a battery tray on the floor of the
scale fuselage, rather than using the more cumbersome location inside the 600X frame. Finally, I moved the receiver / flybarless controller to
the front for easier access. I am very happy with the helicopter. I maidened the heli Monday, Jan. 25th,
(hover and low speed), and everything went well!

Pierre Menard’s Sukhoi Su26
Here are a few pics of my brand new Hanger9
Sukhoi Su26. It has a 122 inch wingspan with a
180 cc gas engine. I plan on putting brushless
servos on all control surfaces. I got it just before
Christmas and hope to have it ready for spring.
My build so far has everything fitting like a
charm. Notice that I did my usual bearing mod
on the axles (below). I still have to order some
new servos, batteries, gas tank, etc.
Happy New year to all and may it be filled with
perfect flights.
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
Bob Myhara’s Funtana 90 conversion to Gas
This past year my Funtana 90, which I have been flying for 10
years, had a runway over run and crashed into the weeds.
Unfortunately, the accident broke the muffler off of my Saito 125 four stroke. Although the engine can be repaired, it
would not be cost effective. Since I like flying this airframe, I
decided to convert it to a DLE 20 gas engine.

As you can see in the pictures above and to the right, the
installation of the engine went pretty well. I had to find a
mount that would fit the airplane and be strong enough for
the gas engine.

There was a lot of extra stuff that had to be put into the airframe like a new gas tank, drain and filler tubes, as well as an
ignition battery and optical cut-off.
With the exception of the drain hose, all other hoses, including
the clunk, were made from viton tubing. Viton tubing is special in that it does not deteriorate or get stiff when exposed to
gasoline. I was really surprised to see that although the engine, mount, ignition module and ignition battery all added
weight (glow engines don’t have these things) the c of g balance was not really affected much. All in all a good conversion. I am looking forward to flying it in the coming year.
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
Pictures from the past year

Gerry Pronovost FPV

Dan with visiting MACC President Rodger Williams

Flight School
Lunch time

MAAC Challenge

Just hanging out
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