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President's Message
January, 2017

A

nother fantastic year is complete and our club
continues to grow! In 2016 the Club’s
membership rose to 138, including 19 new
members. We have seen new faces and some
old ones who have returned to the Club. Not only do
we continue to grow as a club, we also are seeing
exciting technological advances that allow more adults
and especially younger people to enjoy R/C flying.
The facilities have been maintained to the standards we
have grown accustomed to thanks to our dedicated
contractor, our Field Coordinator and a small army of
volunteers. The Club has been able to operate within
its budget and we have seen the purchase of a much
needed sound system for our events.
The hobby itself will experience some challenges in the
coming year; as it has over the years. More people will
be turning to old hobbies and starting new ones. I
encourage all of you to reach out to family, friends, coworkers and acquaintances and tell them about our
hobby. It is not only educational and rewarding but a
whole lot of fun! Plus the cost can be relatively
inexpensive now with the new technologies and aircraft
types. Most importantly it is a hobby in which all family
members can participate.
We have some great activities planned for 2017. The
Club’s 2017 events calendar is complete and is being
uploaded to our website. I would like to remind all
members that these events do not happen without

UP-COMING EVENTS:
January 25, 2017: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM Aviation Museum
Annual Swap Shop
February 22, 2017: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM Aviation Museum
Guest speaker Louis Simon: PresentationFlying in the Arctic, with Photos and videos
March 29, 2017: Regular Club Meeting
7:30 PM Aviation Museum
TBA
volunteers, so please take an active role in the Club.
It's FUN to participate!
Our annual Swap Shop will be held at the Stetson Flyers
Monthly Meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2017.
Thanks to the membership for your attention to safety
and your involvement in the club, to the executive
members and appointees, to those that volunteered
this year and to our major sponsors. All your efforts are
noticed and appreciated by all. And finally, thank you
to the membership for entrusting me to "pilot" us
through 2017.

Happy and safe flying!
Daniel Marcotte, President
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
613-299-1970

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Executive for 2017
President

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Secretary

Sue MacDonald

613-764-1950

Membership

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Treasurer

Pierre Coulombe

613-824-8942

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

Appointed by the Executive

Newsletter Questions and Answers
Not Getting Yours?
Give us your correct email address and we’ll get you on the
list!

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last
WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December, May,
June, July and August. The meetings are held at the Canada
Aviation and Space Museum in the Bush Theatre.

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Webmaster

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Bring and Brag:

Newsletter

Bob Myhara

613 744-1619

Field Coordinator

Pierre Coulombe

613-824-8942

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to bring
something of interest to show to the group. It could be a new
plane, a build in progress, or a demo of a technique.

Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com
Special interest groups
Jets:

Peter Wakefield gttd@rogers.com

IMAC / Aerobatic

Gary Robertson

Use the FRONT door to the museum!
Don’t forget that the Aviation Museum requires us to use pay
parking ($3 for the evening) at the front of the museum and
enter through the main front doors.

613-746-4209

Snail Mail Address:

Photo Credits:

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Photos in this newsletter are by our webmaster Simon Nadler,
our newsletter editor Bob Myhara, our Vice President Hal
MacDonald or others as specified.

Club Dues 2017:

Want to propose something?

General Member prior to April 1, 2017

$80.00

General Member after April 1, 2017

$100.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time
student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)

$40.00

Family Membership prior to April 1, 2017 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$130.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2017 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$150.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

Members in good standing can bring motions from the floor at
any regular meeting. The motion will need to be seconded,
then discussed and voted on by the members present.
Sometimes this may result in a motion being tabled so more
information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a
“heads up” by sending an email to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com.
Ideally, this should be done before the executive meeting
which happens the Tuesday before a regular meeting. This
will allow the Executive team a chance to research the idea in
advance of the meeting and gather any required information .

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC
directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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The Stetson Flyers
would like to take this
opportunity to offer
our very sincere
thanks to these major
sponsors for their
continuing support in
our many events and
endeavors. We could
not do this without
you!

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of October 26, 2016
A Swap-shop was set up prior to and continued after
the general meeting. A number of new and used items
for sale were displayed.

T

he meeting, chaired by the Stetson Flyers
President, was opened at 7:35 pm with a
Motion by Norm Kihl seconded by Claude
Dostaler. The Motion was passed unanimously.
There were twenty nine members in attendance. There
were no guests or new members present.
A Motion was put forward to accept the Minutes of the
Sept 28, 2016 meeting, as circulated, by Simon Nadler
seconded by Gerry Nadon. The motion was passed
unanimously.
The President took the opportunity to inform those
present that this year’s membership was one hundred
thirty-eight members in good standing.
The Webmaster reported that the Website carries on as
before, since Rogers’s replaced Primus as our website
provider. Some updates have been a little slow. If
there are any issues (broken hyperlinks etc.) with the
Website, please contact the Webmaster by email.
The Field Coordinator reported that the fall field
maintenance was carried out on October 5th. A big
vote of thanks goes out to all those that participated in
the fall work party. There was little wind damage to the
winter shelter. The damaged areas were repaired and
re-enforced. It is possible that replacement may be
needed for next year. Everything is set up for winter
operations and all are encouraged to do so. The
dumpster has been removed, so please take all your
own garbage home with you when you leave. Any
issues dealing with the flying field or infrastructure
should be addressed to the Field Coordinator.
The Chief Flying Instructor (CFI) indicated that the flying
school had a pretty good season. There were fewer
students this year than last year, more instructors than
students. Two students, Daniel Guertin and Simon
Redding, received their wings. Several other student
are very close to getting their wings. Thanks goes to the
instructors who provided additional training for

students. Special thanks goes out to Len Streefkerk, the
executive and the many instructors who generously
supported our clubs Wings Program throughout the
year. Thanks also to Peter Wakefield for donating a
Spektrum computer radio and to Daniel Guertin for
donating an aircraft to the Wings Program. All
donations to the Wings Program such as radios, aircraft,
engines, are appreciated. The Club has also purchased
a 2nd hand RealFlight Simulator and radio for students
use. Please note that the Stetsons Website has an
updated Flying field add-in available for members to
use with their RealFlight or Phoenix flight simulators;
for download in the Dropbox. The Wings Program is
always looking for new instructors, so let Simon know if
your are interested.
The Newsletter Editor reported that the fall Newsletter
went out on October 15th. This marks the first full year
that Bob has edited the Newsletter. The newsletter is
sent by email to all members the Club President and is
posted on our website and a hard copy will be posted
on the bulletin board at the flying field. The next
Newsletter is due to go out by January 22nd. All
members are encouraged to submit photos, articles or
other contributions. Please forward to Bob by January
16th.
The Safety Officer Reported that there have been no
safety incidents reported since the last meeting. As of
yet there is no MAAC Safety chairman. Please don’t be
complacent; check your equipment. Remember that in
colder temperatures, batteries deplete quicker. As an
additional safety issue, utilize a spotter/helper. Safety
reports will be mentioned in the club newsletters. The
Safety Officer will send out safety related emails, when
appropriate to keep members up on safety issues. For
any recommendations or concerns, please contact the
Safety Officer.
The Events Coordinator thanked all the members who
stepped up to be a contest director. Events
do not happen if people do not step forward to help. A
review of all the 2016 events were presented on the
slide show. Sincere thanks goes to all Contest
Directors , volunteers, major sponsors and to Daniel for
making these events happen. There is still a question
mark for next year, regarding the Scale Over Ottawa
event. There was some disappointment that the
Stetson’s 40th anniversary dinner had to be cancelled
due to lack of participation by the general membership.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers October Minutes (Cont’d)
The Christmas party will be held on December 6th at
6:30 at the Mandarin Restaurant (Innes Road/10th
Line). This will be our final event for the year. We had
82-84 people last year. Email Gary if you are planning
on attending so we can get the number of people
planning on attending.
The President was in contact with our landlord and
reported that the Taggart Miller Project environmental
study/assessment has run into some difficulties and is
further delayed. The Landlord has provided a garbage
bin for the club’s use.

Elections 2017
The Executive appointed Gerry Nadon Sgt. at
Arms. A Motion to open nominations for election was
put forward by Sue MacDonald, seconded by Norm Kihl.
The Motion was carried unanimously. Subsequent to
the election the following Executive Members were
voted in unanimously:
President: Daniel Marcotte, nominated by Hal
MacDonald, 2nd Simon Nadler;
Vice-President: Hal MacDonald, nominated by Len
Streefkerk, 2nd Norm Kihl;
Secretary: Sue MacDonald, nominated by Nigel
Chippindale; 2nd Bob Butterworth;
Treasurer: Pierre Coulombe, nominated by Norm Kihl;
2nd Gary Robertson;
Event Director: Gary Robertson, nominated by Gerry
Nadon; 2nd Simon Nadler.
The Executive appointed the following Positions:
Chief Flying Instructor: Simon Nadler
Safety Officer: Hal MacDonald
Newsletter Editor: Robert Myhara
Webmaster: Simon Nadler
Membership: Daniel Marcotte
Field Coordinator: Pierre Coulombe
The Executive welcomes any assistance that members
might want to offer. On-the-job training available.
Please contact the executive if interested.
Hal MacDonald presented a small brief on MAAC’s 2016
Annual Zone G meeting (AZM).

Topics covered were:
1. Election for Zone G Director. Chris Malcomnson
stated that he would remain on as Zone Director for
one year of the two year term; at which time Zone
G would require another election for a new Zone
Director
2. Deputy Zone Director term also expires next year;
3. Assistant Zone Directors selected by Zone G
Director are: Karl Kingston, John Weeks, Hal
MacDonald, and Rolly Siemonson
4. Gerry Nadon nominated Daniel Marcotte for MAAC
Leader member; and
5. New Transport Canada “Drone” regulations should
be introduced in the spring timeframe, more to
follow.
The President advised that the club was approached by
the Trio Orange production Company of Montreal to
film a segment for a TV Series named Bizarroscope,
which is designed to engage teenagers in various
activities such as model airplane flying. More will
follow in the spring.
Drone racing/FPV racing is very popular in the Ottawa
area. There is a FPV group in the West end of Ottawa
flying drones. The new Executive will review the
question about drone racing at our flying field in the
new year and submit recommendations to the general
membership.
The Members are requested to show, MAAC number
and club membership on their equipment at the flying
field. Any club member can ask an individual flying at
our flying field to see their MAAC/Club membership
card. This is not solely an Executive member function.
A Motion to adjourn was put forward by Gerry Nadon
and seconded by Norm Kihl. The Motion was passed
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 20:30 hrs.

Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of Nov. 30, 2016

T

he meeting, chaired by the Stetson Flyers
President, was opened at 7:35 pm with a
Motion by Norm Kihl seconded by Claude
Dostaler. The Motion was passed
unanimously.
There were twenty three members in attendance.
There were no guests or new members present.
A Motion was put forward to accept the Minutes of the

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers November Minutes (Cont’d)
Oct. 26, 2016 meeting, as circulated, by Gerry Nadon
seconded by Scott Clark. The motion was passed
unanimously.
The President took the opportunity to inform those
present that this year’s membership was one hundred
thirty-eight members in good standing.
The Webmaster reported nothing new with the
Website. If there are any issues with the Website,
please contact the Webmaster by email.

The Field Coordinator reported that the flying field is
ready to go for winter flying. The new toilet is set up
for use in a temporary position. The old toilet will not
be used during the winter, and will only be available for
major club events. The heater is now in the winter
shelter and should be used sparingly to ensure
adequate ventilation. When locking the gate, please
place the lock – “hanging down” to prevent freezing. A
bottle of de-icer is available on the left-hand steel post
to unfreeze the lock when necessary. If you find snow
on the top of the shelter, please remove it. The
roadway and parking lot will be open during the winter
and cleared of snow (by Marcel Pronovost). Any issues
dealing with the flying field or infrastructure please
contact the Field Coordinator.
The Chief Flying Instructor (CFI) indicated that since the
flying school is shut down for the winter, there is
nothing new to report. The President thanked Simon,
Len and all the instructors for all their hard work during
the past year.
The Newsletter Editor reported that the next issue will
be put out on January 22, 2017. All members are
encouraged to submit photos, articles or other

contributions. Please forward to Bob by January 16th.
The Safety Officer reported that there have been no
safety incidents reported since the last meeting. The
Safety Officer reminded all members that there shall be
no flying in back (South) of the Flight Line. The Flight
Line starts seven meters in front of the Pilots Stations
and there should not be any flying in this area. All 3D
maneuvers or high speed passes must be announced
and be carried out at the far side of the runway (north
of the pilot stations). Also, please no high speed flying
towards the pilot stations or pit area. No flying behind
the flight line. When flying jets, a spotter is always
required.
A slideshow and a short video were presented, showing
an uncontrolled R/C aircraft crashing into a full size,
vintage aircraft parked near the crowd during an
airshow.
The Events Coordinator thanked each club member
who stepped up to be a contest director. Events do not
happen if people do not step forward to work and run
events. A review of all the 2016 events were presented
on the slide show. Sincere thanks goes to all Contest
Directors (CDs), volunteers, major sponsors and to the
President for making these events happen. For our
monthly meeting we would like some suggestions on
upcoming events such as guest speakers, technical
sessions, etc. Please let the Events Coordinator know
what you would like to see.
The President was in contact with the Landlord and the
situation as reported in October, has not changed.
A Motion to adjourn was put forward by Gerry Nadon
and seconded by John Jackson. The Motion was passed
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 20:21.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Safety Report: Hal MacDonald VP/Safety Officer

N

Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club
o Safety incidents or damage reported to date.
With the winter months on hand it is highly
recommended that members review the latest
changes to the MAAC safety code, club rules and field
etiquette.

Transport Canada – New initiatives
Transport Canada is moving forward with a number of
safety initiatives for drones (also known as unmanned
air vehicles— (UAVs) and have focused on a number of
key areas:
 Helping Canadians report safety concerns through a
new online tool;
 Improving regulations for drone operators;
 Simplifying rules for commercial operators (with
some new exemptions);
 Supporting innovation for commercial operators at
a new drone test site in Alberta;
 Partnering with retailers to provide safety
information at the point-of-sale;
 Launching a No Drone Zone public awareness
campaign.

Members are encouraged to visit www.canada.ca/
drone-safety for updates regarding drones.
If you fly your drone for fun (legally known as a model
aircraft) and it weighs 35 kg or less, following the “Do’s
and don’ts” will make sure you operate within the law.
You do not need special permission from Transport
Canada to fly drones. For tips on model aircraft safety,
read and follow Transport Canada’s General safety
practices – Model aircraft and UAVs. In addition, check
the Model Aeronautics Association of Canada (MAAC)’s
safety guidelines.

Flying a drone for fun, work, or research.
When you operate a drone for any reason without a
permit, you should generally not fly:
 Around airports and aerodromes;
 In national parks;
 Over the Canadian border; and
 In busy, populated areas

Some key definitions to consider (taken from Transport
Canada Staff Instruction (SI) No. 623-001 “Review and
Processing of an Application for a Special Flight
Operations Certificate for the Operation of an
Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV) System”).
Model Aircraft – An aircraft, the total weight of which
does not exceed 35 kg (77.2 pounds), that is
mechanically driven or launched into flight for
recreational purposes and that is not designed to carry
persons or other living creatures.
Unmanned Air Vehicle – A power-driven aircraft, other
than a model aircraft, that is designed to fly without a
human operator onboard. Unmanned air vehicles
exclude fireworks, kites, rockets and large unmanned
free balloons.
Visual Line of Sight (VLOS) – To maintain unaided
(corrective lenses and/or sunglasses exempted) visual
contact with the aircraft sufficient to be able to keep
operational control of the aircraft, know its location,
and be able to scan the airspace in which it is operating
to decisively see and avoid other air traffic or objects.
Note:
Vision enhancing devices such as binoculars, night
visual goggles, powered vision magnifying devices and
goggles designed to provide a first person view are not
considered "unaided visual contact". In determining
the range that will ensure the UAV can be seen,
consideration must be given to the pilot or visual
observer capabilities, the meteorological conditions,
the size and conspicuity of the UAV and any other
relevant factors.

Lithium Batteries
Did you know that Lithium Batteries are Dangerous
Goods? Lithium batteries are dangerous goods, much
like gasoline, propane, and hazardous chemicals. In
Canada, the shipping and importing of lithium batteries
are subject to the Transportation of Dangerous Goods
(TDG) Act, 1992 and its Regulations. For more
information check out Transport Canada.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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erobatics Corner:

inter 2017 is upon us with a vengeance! How
are you spending the inside hours?

No question that this is a great time to be practicing on
the simulator and doing serious maintenance on your
fleet. For those of you who use RealFlight, try downloading the Extra 330S BA aircraft from the shareware site at :
www.knifeedge.com/forums/downloads.php
This particular aircraft flies very much like the giant scale
IMAC kites do, and you will find it a good practice airplane
to learn on, as well as experiment on for rates and settings
to get the positive and negative snap rolls better. Many
of us are now doing snap rolls in the sequences. Snaps are
tricky to set up, requiring different elevator and rudder
(and maybe aileron) throws to get a proper snap without
over-stressing the airframe or getting a zero score for not
doing it fully enough.

In another one of my “DOOH” moments, I’ve realized that
the airspeed plays a significant part of the snap execution...slower speeds need a lot more control throw. For
me, this reared it’s ugly head while trying to slow down
the 45 down-lines, and discovering that my settings were
inadequate to generate a decent snap!

fun and a learning experience!
Now is the time to do some serious tinkering on the sim
and make some notes of your various throws and throttle
settings that work best. These can then be applied in the
spring when we can get to real flying again!
WHY should you bother with rate settings for a specific
manoeuver? Yes, I’ve heard it...just learn to fly it, right?
Well, as sound as that thought is, it still becomes very
difficult to REMEMBER how much elevator/rudder/aileron
and throttle to use for the different snaps , and then actually execute properly in the heat of competition. In conclusion, having a rate switch for these tricky ones will reduce
the workload on you, the pilot, and hopefully improve
your scores! It ain’t perfect...nothing is, but it should help
you.
Now a couple of announcements on the summer competition scene:
There are several IMAC contests that have now been
sanctioned and posted on the IMAC website:
-Woodstock: June 17/18

-Sudbury: July 29/30
So, what this all means is unclear, however, what IS clear
is that we likely all need more rate settings assigned to the -Stetsons: August 12/13
specific snap rolls in our sequences. Example: In the Intermediate sequence for 2017, the following snaps are reIn addition, the Quebec folks may be holding a couple, but
quired:
there are no posted dates yet.






negative snap from inverted 45 downline
Positive snap from upright straight and level
Negative snap from inverted 45 upline

I have been tinkering around with various setups for
these snaps, but it definitely seems that I will need two
and maybe three separate conditions.
So while I continue to confuse myself with this stuff, it’s all

For anyone hoping to make the Canadian Team for IMAC
Worlds in 2018, the North Central Regional Championships will be Sept 23/24, in Muncie Indiana, at the AMA
facility where the Worlds will be flown. This would make
an excellent opportunity to fly at the field beforehand and
get some idea of things.
Enjoy the winter flying as much as you can, and keep on
the sims, gang! It really makes a difference!
Gary Robertson

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Out and About at the Stetsons:
Fall Clean-up
October 13, 2016 was the Annual Winterizing Day at the field and our sincere thanks go to the 11 members who
came to successfully complete this annual task and ensure that the facilities can be enjoyed by all and with safety.

We accomplished all we set out to do in good time, including putting up the winter shelter, and adding patio stones
to improve the area around the airplane starting station at the east end of the field.

The volunteers’ hard work was rewarded by a barbecue lunch prepared by Gary. Again thank you for your support.
The field is in great shape for the coming year.
Thanks to Pierre Coulombe, Barry Hanna, Pat Hennessey, Hal MacDonald, Daniel Marcotte, Pierre Menard, Bob
Myhara, Dave Percy, Gary Robertson, Bob Sintzel and Dave Timofie.
(Text by Pierre Coulombe)

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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The annual Stetson First Fly of the Year event!
After a blustery early morning following a snow storm, 19 members
were treated to sunny skies and moderating winds for the 2017 edition
of Stetsons' First Flight. Perfect for the event!
Sue and Hal MacDonald had everything ready to go for the 9 AM start,
and eight electric aircraft were airborne in no time with Jim Denyer
winning the honors as first electric airborne for the year!
The Gas/Glow guys were ready right after the electric crowd came in.
Four pilots were lined up to go, and Charlie Caldwell showed us how by
getting his 35 glow-powered flying wing running first, and launched for
the 2017 honors.
No incidents occurred, a great way to start off the year!

Hal and Sue had lots of hot coffee, compliments of McDonald's, and some
delicious rice crispy squares. They also rounded up two very nice handcrafted trophies from John Jackson for the winners in Electric and Engine
classes, along with $50 gift certificates from Princess Auto! Very nice!

A big shout out goes to Hal and Sue MacDonald for running the event. A
great job also by Daniel Marcotte and Paul Abouassali, who were out early
shoveling pathways for everyone to get around the field.

The parking lot and access road were well plowed, and the
field is very flyable. The shelter and propane heater are
working very well to thaw out between flights.
All in all it was a great event.

(Text by Gary Robertson)

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Hotdog Anyone!
An Article by Michael Lalonde

It was a beautiful sunny and warm August morning with a light wind. Perfect
conditions for flying and like most pilots I could already taste Gary’s famous
hotdogs that I would be eating at lunch time.
On numerous occasions last summer I had found grass in my starter glove and
rocks in my rubber boots. And sometimes my gas container was misplaced! I
knew that I was not losing my mind and I had a good idea who the jokester was. Today was pay back day, all in
good spirits of course! I came up with the idea to paint his stick plane when he was not looking. When he
eventually discovered it he looked somewhat puzzled. He then proceeded to march up to another pilot who at the
time happened to be flying. Of course this pilot had no idea what was going on. I was sitting back watching this
unfold and chuckling to myself.
We all share the common interest of flying and we are
very fortunate to belong to such a great club. We have an
executive which works extremely hard ensuring that we
have a flying field and a flight training program. It
organizes special events and manages our finances so
responsibly.
We belong to a very social club with a diverse interest in
aircraft types, sizes and power plants. Some of us enjoy
flying warbirds in formation or flying jets or sport flying
and calling for someone while practising aerobatics and
the list goes on. There is no lack of interaction between
pilots on any given day. There is a famous phrase that
says, ‘it takes a community to raise a child’ and this concept
can be applied to our development as pilots. We learn from each other from flying to tuning our engines to
programing our radios, etc. Our experiences can come with amusing stories and sometimes they are embracing
teachable moments. Sometimes we don’t ask for advice but we seem to get it anyway! Ask yourself, “would I be as
good a pilot today if people hadn’t helped me along the way?” How many planes would you have sacrificed if
Simon’s flight school had not helped me? What about sound advice you received from someone about using high
and low rates and expo correctly? And what about now, after many years of flying do you still listen to feedback
from others to advance your skills? Be humble and once in a
while watch a proficient pilot fly. What is he doing well that
you aren’t?
Getting back to the stick plane story, a year later I confessed
to both pilots that I painted the stick plane! It did not seem
to matter because I was still finding grass in my starting
glove, rocks in my rubber boots, my gas can hidden and now
my shoelaces were tied together! We laughed about this
story over a hotdog!

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Using the Fight Simulator: Volume 1
By Gary Robertson
Getting Started
This is the first in a series of articles designed to
encourage R/C pilots of all levels to use and learn the
incredibly well developed simulation programs available
for the home pc. Seriously, a good sim should be your
FIRST purchase in the hobby!
This first article will cover a number of really basic
elements and is designed to get the first-time sim flyer
airborne without delay, and hopefully back on the
runway! We will talk a little about flying tips, but the
focus is on getting you in the air and learning with near
zero wasted time.
I hope to continue this with a series of articles with
more interesting setups and some serious fun stuff!
For the record, I’m a RealFlight Sim owner, so my
detailed references and screen shots will be for the
Realflight program v7.5, which is what I am currently
flying. The other major sim program I hear about is
Phoenix. There may be others but these two seem to be
the most popular and supported at your LHS.

Why buy a Simulator?
Really simple: The absolute best buy you will EVER
make learning R/C!
In Real Flight, a “reset button” allows you to begin again
instantly after a crash. You will have paid for it the first
time you hit reset, because you won’t be buying more
aircraft to replace what you just crashed!

Additionally, the flight sim is a really fun video game
with loads of variety and scenarios. You will not get
bored with it! As a bonus, every hour you fly with it will
improve your eye-hand coordination, so even while you
are playing games and just goofing around, your
piloting skills will be improving.
As a learning tool, the simulator is unequalled. No one
can provide the number of hours of buddy box flying or
coaching that you can do on your own with the sim,
even when the weather outside is lousy! Pushing that
RESET button cancels the endless mistakes you WILL

make, without penalty, as you progress in learning R/C
piloting skills. You will continue to practice all kinds of
maneuvers from basic circuits and landings, through to
extremely advanced R/C flying. It’s an excellent training
tool for your R/C career, not just for getting started.
So don’t delay: Go get one! Really!

Controlled Learning Environment: the real
key.
Without a doubt, the most difficult part of learning to
fly an R/C aircraft is the very dynamic environment you
must cope with correctly, the very instant that you
advance the throttle to take off. Virtually no one can
absorb, process, and react to the multiple axes of
movement on a first-try basis. It takes a better, more
controlled approach to learn the aircrafts’ axes of
movement, how your control inputs affect these
movements, and ultimately establish eye-hand
feedback that allows you to control the aircraft.

The Flight Simulator allows you to take your time to
carefully and patiently learn smooth acceleration with
the throttle, then rudder to steer straight as you get
moving, then elevator to lift the nose and get airborne,
and then coordinate rudder, elevator and ailerons to
turn the aircraft. You WILL crash at first, many, many
times, but by simply pressing the red RESET button on
the RealFlight transmitter, the program resets, and you
get a FREE Do-Over! No wrecked hardware, no repairs,
and most importantly, no wasted money or time.
BINGO! You are ready to go again, no harm, no foul!
Absolutely Priceless!!!

Convenience and Variety of aircraft,
airports & scenarios:
The RealFlight sim package contains several dozen
aircraft, helicopters and drones, right out of the box. A
variety of flying fields are included as well. There are
plenty of options provided to get you going. Expansion
packs are available as well should you want to add
more ‘factory developed’ aircraft and fields.
My personal reason for using the RealFlight brand is
access to the FREE shareware website http://
www.knifeedge.com which will allow you to download
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and install almost endless numbers of user-developed
airplanes and airports.
I have personally discovered and downloaded a number
of big aerobatic aircraft that perform very much like the
IMAC aerobatic giants I love to fly. This keeps my
practice flying very realistic. For the 3D enthusiasts,
there are endless choices of hopped up, tuned up kites
that will keep you learning new death-defying moves!

Pick “Beginner Airplane Training” from the Scenario list.
Then click on “FLY” (See figure 2 below).
You are now set up at an airfield with a glow powered
trainer like you will use in the Stetson Flight School. See
this on your screen: (figure 3)

RealFlight also comes with a number of SCENARIOS
included, from basic flight training, to obstacle courses,
race tracks, on-line combat, and many other virtual and
photo-realistic fields. These provide for a wide variety
of R/C experiences and locations to ensure your fun
continues well past training.

Initial Setups:
Let’s get flying right away! Install your software and
start up the program. From the initial startup screen
(figure 1), click on “Choose a Scenario”

Figure 3

Now select Gadgets/Radio from the dropdown menus
and see the radio on your screen. Hold right rudder in
and goose the throttle just a touch to turn the plane
away from you. Then hit “K” on the keyboard to kill the
engine. See figure 4 below:

Click This

Figure 1

Figure 4

Then click FLY to
begin

Figure 2

Now learn the rudder, elevator and aileron controls.
Move the transmitter sticks and see the control surface
move on the aircraft. LEARN the stick movements to
pitch up and down with the elevator, yaw left and right
with rudder, and roll left and right with ailerons. Then
pretend you are doing gentle turns. When you are
ready, hit the reset button and you are back on the
runway, engine running.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
13

January, 2017
Using the Fight Simulator (Cont’d)
Now we set up the difficulty of the simulation. Select
“Simulation” drop down menu and select “Physics”.
See this screen: (fig 5).

other flat-winged kites which have a need for elevator
trim with speed variations.

Select Beginner to start;
then go to REALISTIC
ASAP!

Figure 5
Select Beginner setting for your first few flights, then
change this to Realistic as soon as possible. You need to
learn realistic flight behavior as soon as you have
started to catch on.

OK Pilots, let’s get flying: Take off!
Start your takeoff roll with a slow advance of the
throttle. As the plane picks up speed, it will begin to
turn, usually to the left. You must apply a bit of right
rudder to steer the plane straight down the runway.
Keep steering it straight!!!!
When the plane is going fast enough, add a slight touch
of up elevator and it will begin to rise off the runway.
You can add a touch more up elevator to steepen the
climb, and a touch of down elevator to reduce the climb
angle. Climb a bit to give yourself some safe altitude.
Reduce throttle to around ½ for the first few flights.
Cruising speed is much more relaxing. Notice you must
hold some slight up elevator to maintain a level attitude
at these reduced speeds. This is normal. You can adjust
elevator trim on your transmitter to eliminate the
constant ‘up’ pressure on the stick.
This is called ‘getting a trim’ and is a real-world
necessity for elevator, aileron, and rudder. Adjusting all
three trims to achieve straight and level flight with
‘hands off’ the sticks is normal on any new aircraft. The
good news is that the aircraft in Real Flight are already
trimmed out for you. The exception is trainers and

Elevator Trim: Pull Back for nose up trim, forward for
down trim.
Aileron Trim: Left for roll left trim, right for right trim.
Rudder Trim: Left for yaw left trim, right for yaw right.
Now start a big smooth gentle 180 degree right turn
around. Add right aileron to gently roll to the right, and
feather in a bit of up elevator, keeping the nose level.
As the plane turns right, try hard to maintain a constant
altitude. Once it’s flying back down the field the
opposite direction, release ailerons and maintain level
flight (elevators). Do another 180 turn to come back in
your initial direction. Repeat the big level 180 turns and
keep the plane flying up and down the field.

Landing
This is the toughest part of learning, so have patience if
you aren’t successful at first. By the way, takeoffs are
optional but landings are mandatory! Remember you
have the RESET BUTTON, so no big deal.
OK, here’s how to land:
Do a nice smooth turn to line up the airplane with the
runway, but a good distance away, down the field.
Reduce the throttle to about 1/8 open. Watch the
airplane begin to descend. You want to adjust the
throttle so that you have a nice gentle descent angle.
More throttle equals a shallower descent. Less throttle
equals a steeper descent. You can also adjust descent
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angle with your elevators. Be gentle.
Keep wings level with gentle touches of aileron.
Steer the nose of the plane with gentle touches of
rudder. Keep the nose lined up with the centre of the
runway and keep wings level. As the plane gets very
close to the ground (1 or 2 feet high), kill the throttle
and allow the plane to settle onto the runway.
There! That was easy, wasn’t it? OK, OK, I know it
didn’t work out quite that smoothly, but that’s the fun
of it, right? So hit the reset button, think about what
happened and how you reacted, and try to correct your
“*#!$!?” moments. Have another go. Gentle takeoffs,
gentle turns, gentle descent to landing. Repeat ad
nauseam!!!!

You will enter a training airfield and an interactive
instruction package with lots of dynamic help to get
your takeoff run going straight and at the correct angle
after takeoff. THIS training session actually trashes your
virtual plane when you get off course! No sweat, just
keep pressing that RESET button again and again until
you can take off properly. Then try out the Landing
Trainer. Keep at this until your takeoff and landing skills
are developed enough that you are bored and ready for
more! Then takeoff, do rectangular circuits to the right
and to the left, followed by landings. NOW you are
beginning to fly!

Your First Objectives



Selecting the Training Menu



Well! You say your first efforts at takeoff and landing on
your own may need a little help? Let’s select takeoff
and landing training, and delve into the wonderful
library of training topics that come with RealFlight.
From the top menu bar, select TRAINING, and then
Takeoff Trainer. See figure 6 below.




Select takeoff
trainer here

Focus on developing gentle, soft control inputs.
Learn to fly smoothly. The aircraft should never look
jumpy or jerky.
The tendency is to over-control at first, so keep
your control inputs small and smooth. Wait for the
aircraft to respond.
Let the aircraft fly. Your job is steering!
Learn to take off and land in both directions.

Our next session will begin to expand your flying skills
with some radio programming, some different aircraft
types, and some new flying moves.
Until then, keep pressing that RESET button!

Figure 6
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