The Stetson Flyer
January 2019 Issue: Flying through the Snow

President's Message

UP-COMING EVENTS:

President's Message, January, 2019.
Last year was a very good year for the Club. Its
membership reached 135, which includes 12 new
members. We saw new faces and welcomed back
previous members. Our operation was within
budget and our facilities were at the usual high
standards we have grown to expect. A word of
thanks to our contractor, our Field Coordinator and
the small army of volunteers.
Taggart Miller, our landlord, has assured us that
we can continue to enjoy our flying field for the
foreseeable future, in other words until the land
we occupy is needed.
Although our hobby continues to experience some
challenges, exciting new technologies are putting it
within the reach and budget of more people, not
only adults but also younger people. I hope we can
all become ambassadors for R/C flying by reaching
out to family, friends, coworkers and
acquaintances. Not only is the hobby educational
and fun, but also something that can be enjoyed
outdoors: in our case in beautiful surroundings. It
is also a hobby that can be shared by the whole
family.
Again in 2019 we have some great activities
planned. They will all be fun, especially if you
participate and volunteer. For a list and dates of
these activities please look at the calendar on Page
three of this Newsletter or visit our web site.
A new Executive was elected at the end of 2018, a
mixture of tired old faces and newly elected

January 30, 2019: Regular Club Meetings
7:30 PM Aviation Museum - Venue in the
Main Theatre. Four dollar parking fee.
Speaker: Wayne Karperien. Test Pilot and
R/C scratch building
February 27, 2019: Regular Club Meetings
7:30 PM Aviation Museum - Venue in the
Main Theatre.
Four dollar parking fee
Speaker: Goose's Video Show
March 2, 2019: Winter Fun fly 9:00 AM at
Stetson Flyers Field
Organized by the Executive:
For more information contact Dan Marcotte
March 27, 2019: Regular Club Meetings
7:30 PM Aviation Museum - Venue in the
Main Theatre.
Four dollar parking fee
Event: Swap Shop. Bring in your gently used
goods to be sold or swapped.

bright and eager members. To those who have
joined the Executive for the first time, thank you
for your service. Without people like you there
would be no Stetsons Club.
And finally to all of you who make our Club a great
and fun place to be, thank you.
Happy and safe flying! May your landing gear be
the first to touch the ground (gently).

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Executive for 2019
President
Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
Vice-President
Jim Denyer
jdenyer@rogers.com
Secretary
Jon Harper jon.harper@schoeler.on.ca
Membership
Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970
Treasurer
Pierre Coulombe 613-824-8942
Events Coordinator Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Appointed by the Executive
Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler
613-883-3367
Webmaster
Simon Nadler 613-883-3367
Newsletter
Bob Myhara
613-744-1619
Field Coordinator
Pierre Coulombe 613-824-8942
Safety Officer
Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950
Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Bring and Brag: Each meeting we encourage members
and guests to bring something of interest to show to the
group. It could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a
demo of a technique.

Special interest groups
Jets
Peter Wakefield gttd@rogers.com
IMAC / Aerobatic Gary Robertson Garyr75@hotmail.com
Helis / Drones
Jim Denyer
jdenyer@rogers.com
Snail Mail Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Club Dues 2019
General Member prior to April 1, 2019
General Member after April 1, 2019

$90.00
$110.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under,
full time student)

$50.00

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)

$50.00

Family Membership prior to April 1, 2019 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$140.00
Family Membership after April 1, 2019 (Two adults plus
youth/students)
$160.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC
directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca
**NEW** memberships after September 10th half price.
Not valid on renewals or lapsed memberships.

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 pm on the
last WEDNESDAY of each month, except for December,
May, June, July and August. The meetings are held at
the Canada Aviation and Space Museum in the Main
Theatre.

Use the FRONT door to the museum: Don’t forget that
the Aviation Museum requires us to use pay parking ($4
for the evening).
Website: The Stetson Flyers Website Webmaster is
Simon Nadler. Please send all Web related questions to
Simon at: webmaster@stetsonflyers.com
Newsletter: The purpose of the Newsletter is to record
the events of the Stetson Flyers Club and contains:
minutes of general shareholder and board meetings,
notices of events and other related information of
interest to the members. The Newsletter is published
four times a year: on the 15th day of January, April, July
and October respectively. Stetson Flyers members are
encouraged to contribute written articles, pictures or
anything of interest to the Club. Contributors are asked
to submit material one week before publication. Send
material to the Newsletter Editor, Bob Myhara, by email
at: rmyhara@magma.ca
Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from the
floor at any regular meeting. The motion will need to be
seconded, then discussed and voted on by the members
present. Sometimes this may result in a motion being
tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be
gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the
executive a “heads up” by sending an email to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com.
Ideally, this should be done before the Executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the Executive team a chance to
research the idea in advance of the meeting and gather
any required information.

Check out the Zone G Website at

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of September 26,
2018
The September general meeting was held at the
Canadian Aviation and Space Museum on September
26, 2018. The meeting was opened by Daniel Marcotte,
Stetson Flyers President, at 7:30 pm. There were 30
club members in attendance .

Motion to open the meeting: Norm Khil: seconded
by Bob Butterworth. Motion: unanimous.
New guests or new members: We had one guest who
did not give his name

Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting:
“1st June 2018”, as circulated: Motion to approve:
Gerry Nadon; seconded by Nigel Chippendale. Motion:
unanimous

Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte):
Daniel took the opportunity to inform those present
that this year’s membership was 135 members, last
year 138.

Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler):
All is good no real problems, any issues let Simon know.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
Overall things are good .
Fences have a few holes that Pierre is looking at fixing.
A couple of picnic tables need some repairs but those
will wait till the spring clean up.
Fall maintenance will occur throughout the week as not
a lot needs to be done. Only a small crew will be
needed. If you can volunteer please let Pierre know.
There has been some grass damage to the runway. No
one is sure what happened but our jet guys are really
good about using deflectors.
We are testing a new grass cutter as our previous guy
has retired.

CFI Report: (Fred Lottes):
We had a really good wings program with 20 registered
students.

Fred thanked Len as he stated Len does the bulk of the
administrative work for flight school and also keeps our
club trainers running well.
Fred would also like to thank Mike Lalonde, Barry
Hanna and Elkar Monsalve for their help.
Five students received their wings

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)
The next Newsletter will be published November 1st so
the results of October elections can be posted. If you
have articles or photos you wish to share with the club
members , please forward them to Bob ten days before
the newsletter goes out.

Safety Officer Report: (Hal MacDonald)
Two reported injuries involving one of the laws of
physics, matter cannot occupy the same space at the
same time, prop and fingers.
We have had several cases of aircraft striking hydro
wires.
Heli/multirotor members are reminded that when fixed
-wing aircraft are flying, no multirotor flying/hovering
over main runway.
Members are not permitted to fly while under the
influence of alcohol or medication that could cause
impairment.
Members are reminded to check MAAC website for
updated documents:
Do you have identification information visible on
your aircraft? If not, you might not be covered by
MAAC.
Do you fly beyond unaided visual line of sight from
pilot station, (500 meter). If not, you may not be
covered by MAAC.
Spotters are required when flying FPV. If not you
may not be covered by MAAC.
Remember, If you strike or fly close to a full size
manned aircraft, you may not be covered by MAAC.
There were several near misses and aircraft striking
safety fence. Note; flight line starts 21 feet out from
the safety fence.
Risk management process does not replace approved
Safety Guidelines.
No exemption for flying out of line of sight.

Events Coordinator Report: (Gary Robertson)
We managed to get all events in this past year thanks to
all those who volunteered.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers September Minutes (Cont’d)
The next event will be zone G meeting on October 21st
at aviation museum main theater.
October 29th is our next club meeting and all are
encouraged to attend as this is our elections.
Thursday November 29th is our Christmas meeting at
mandarins on Tenth Line and Innes road. Cost is $27.97
per person. There is a 20% discount for seniors (with
ID) and children 4 and under are a $2 sharing fee. Start
time is 6:30 pm and could you please list children
coming with their name and ages for Santa. Please
email Gary Robertson at gary75@hotmail.com

Old Business: ( Daniel Marcotte ):
We will start selling membership for 2019 in November
at meeting.
President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord: (Daniel Marcotte):
Taggert Miller sent information out on phase one to
start 2021 -2025. Phase two after that and we are
phase two. They now need sight approval and could be
as early as spring.
Dan is going to meet Jeff Parks to confirm how long we
have. We were offered an old quarry but would be
really expensive. Could move across street but rezoning
is really expensive, plus we would be right on Devine
road. Not a good site.

New Business:
We have our elections coming up on October 29th . The
club needs people to volunteer for positions. The
Museum will not be available on October 31st.
Bob Butterworth informed the Members that his
nephew Felix had passed away of cancer on September
3, 2018 at age thirteen. The Club offers Bob our
condolences for his passing. Bob thanked the club for
the donation to help the family and it was greatly
appreciated.

50/50 Draw: Tonight’s 50/50 winner was Maurice
Edkins

Motion to adjourn: Motion by Sue MacDonald,
seconded by Hal MacDonald. Motion: Unanimous
Meeting adjourned: 20:30

Stetson Flyers Meeting
Minutes of October 29, 2018
Minutes of the 29th October 2018 Elections General
Meeting. The meeting was held at the Canada Aviation
and Space Museum. The meeting was chaired by Daniel
Marcotte, Stetson Flyers President. The meeting
opened at 7:30 PM. Forty club members were in
attendance.
Motion to open the meeting: Norm Khil; seconded by
Dave Martin. The Motion was: unanimous. New guests
or new members: None.
Motion to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of:
26th Septembers 2018, as circulated. Motion to
approve: Gerry Nadon; seconded by Alain Richer.
Motion carried: unanimous
Membership Report: (Daniel Marcotte)
Daniel took the opportunity to inform those present
that this year’s membership was 135 members and
climbing. Dan also thanked the executive for their work
over the past four months.

Webmaster Report: (Simon Nadler)
Simon not in attendance but there appears to be no
problems received by the executive. If any observations
arise, please contact Simon.

Field Coordinator Report: (Pierre Coulombe)
The field is in good shape, grass cutting is done for the
year and winterizing is complete.
We will be testing a new grass cutter (contractor) this
spring who is willing to take on our grass cutting
requirements. As usual again preferably Thursday or
Friday at noon.
Our previous contractor Michele LeGault has retired
after five years of providing excellent grass cutting
services to our club. We would like to thank him for all
his valuable service.
Salt bath for batteries will be replaced but please note,
this salt bath is for batteries damaged at the flying field
only.
A very strong person has been locking the gate chain
too tight, making it very difficult to unlock. Pierre has
made adjustments to the gate to prevent this from
happening again.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers October Minutes (Cont’d)
The heater is still in the trailer for now but will be
brought out soon and secured so it hopefully cannot be
stolen.
The dumpster in the parking lot has been removed so if
you have garbage or recycling at the flying field, please
take it home with you.

Other Business: (Daniel Marcotte)
Dan thanked Hal for the 10 years being on the club
executive as vice president and Safety officer; and Sue
for her 3 years as being our club secretary. Dan on
behalf of the club presented them with a lovely clock.

Elections:
CFI Report: (Fred Lottes)
There is no flying school activity being conducted as the
Wings program is over for the year; unless students can
get a instructor to go out with them.

Newsletter Editor Report: (Bob Myhara)
The next Newsletter will be published November 15th in
order to introduce the new executive. It will also be
longer than usual as July’s issue was missed. If you
have any articles or photos; please forward to Bob ten
days prior to publication date.

Safety Officer Report: (Hal MacDonald)
No reportable club safety incidents forwarded to MAAC
this year.
MAAC Safety Code:
Keep up to date, visit the MAAC website, under
Resources, Documents, Committee (Standing);
MAAC Safety Code; or under, “About” drop down
menu, Committees/Advisory Groups/Standing
Committees/Safety/Corporate Documents;
Safety reports are mentioned in the club newsletters;
and
Any safety recommendations or concerns, please
contact the Safety Officer.

Gerry Nadon was appointed by club President as Sgt at
Arms. The following members were nominated and
individually accepted the below club positions:
President – Dan Marcotte
Vice-President – Jim Denyer
Secretary - Jon Harper
Treasurer - Pierre Coulombe
Events Director - Gary Robertson
Motion to Accept: Gerry Nadon, Seconded by: Dave
Martin.
Vote: Unanimous

Appointments:
The following members were appointed by the newly
elected executive:

Safety Officer/Advisor – Hal MacDonald
Newsletter Editor – Bob Myhara
Webmaster - Simon Nadler

Report from the Events Coordinator: (Gary
Robertson)

Field Coordinator - Pierre Coulombe, Dave Percy

Next club meeting slated for November 21st – 2018
Budget meeting.
Our Christmas meeting will be held at the Mandarin on
Tenth and Innes. Santa could be making a visit.

Chief Flying Instructor -Simon Nadler

President’s Report on Communications with our
Landlord.
The dump is on hold till Amazon gets their construction
done and the road is more passable;
Dan and Pierre are going to meet with Jeff Parks but so
far we have a few years before we have to move; and
Construction on dump could start by 2020.

New Business:
Gary Robertson was given the Bob Hudson award for
2018 for scale aerobatics.
Hal MacDonald presented an overview on this year’s
Annual Zone G meeting, held the 21st of October:
This was an election year in our zone, for Zone Director.
Only one nomination (Geoff Strotmann), there being no
additional nominations, Geoff Strotmann is again our
zone G director for a two term;

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Stetson Flyers October Minutes (Cont’d)
Hal MacDonald (Deputy Zone Director) has one more
year left on his term, nominations for this position have
to be presented to the zone director 30 days in advance.
To date, our Zone Director has only appointed only two
assistant zone directors: Shami and Mike Anderson, more
to follow.
All clubs have seen a decline in club memberships and
event participation.
Next year’s Zone G Fun Fly will be held at the Brockville
club.

presentation on drone racing.
Insurance for Model Aircraft. The Model Aeronautics
Association of Canada have partnered with AON
Insurance Co. of Canada to offer all members Model
Aircraft coverage with your residential insurance policy
on premises and in transit to and from flying sites (not
while being flown). Visit www.maac.aon.ca

50/50 Draw: Tonight’s 50/50 winner was: Les Morgan ,
$68.00

Door Prize: Prize draw of this drone kit (Thanks to
Orleans Hobbies): Winner was Nick Mcintosh

No recommendations or resolutions were presented
No awards were presented, however, one nomination for
MAAC Leader Award was received (Hal MacDonald) and
forwarded to MAAC BOD for consideration.
Mike Anderson presented a “Leader club award”
presentation in which points would be given clubs having
a wings program and other areas our zone was selected
by MAAC to be the lead zone in this trial.

Motion to adjourn: Motion; Gerry Nadon; seconded by
Alain Richer. Motion passed unanimous.
Meeting adjourned: 20:11

Tonight’s Presentation: Alaa Rostom
Racing / Freestyle Drone Flying: Fundamental principles I
wish I knew early-on.

Shami put on a very interesting and informative

From Transport Canada (TC):
The long anticipated new TC Regulations were recently
announced:
Stetson Flyers Model Aircraft Club. Report 15 January,
These new rules will have a direct impact on recreational
2019. Safety Officer Report:
model aviation in Canada to some degree, coming into
-No reportable club safety incidents forwarded to MAAC effect 1st June 2019.
this year.
TC has changed its terminology regarding recreational
-Keep a close check on all your batteries (NiCd, NiMH,
Model aircraft to "Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems
LiPO, LiFe etc. as per OEM directions. Be sure to also
(RPAS); this term also includes UAVs, and “drones,”
check transmitter, receiver batteries, ignition, glow plug, Transitional Provision
electric starter, Power Panels, ground support equipment. Interim Order No. 9 (with the MAAC exemption) continues
to apply until May 31, 2019. Members operating at MAAC
MAAC Safety Code;
fields and events will be issued an exemption to certain
-Keep up to date, visit the MAAC website, under
provisions of these new 2019 Drone regulations.
Resources, Documents, Committee (Standing); MAAC
This exemption will be issued to MAAC before the new
Safety Code.
Drone Regulations come into force on the 1st June.
-As a result of the new Transport Canada regulation
As previously mentioned, the MAAC Board of Directors
coming into effect 01 June 2019, a number of MAAC
applauds the safety record of all recreational modellers
Safety Documents will be required to be amended to
and wish to emphasize that your diligence has never been
incorporate new regulations that affect MAAC and its
more important. Please fly safe and smart while
members.
continuing to mentor and promote fun and safety in this
-Safety reports are mentioned in the club newsletters; and tremendous hobby. MAAC will keep its members updated
Any safety recommendations or concerns, please contact as new details are forth coming.
the Safety Officer.
Hal

Safety Report: Hal MacDonald Safety
Officer

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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STETSON FLYERS SWAP SHOP
March Club Meeting, March 27’th, 2019
Come EARLY (6:30 or so) to set up your items!
WANTED:
Model Airplanes

Radios
Kits
Parts
Engines
Tools
Accessories
Plans
Building Materials

YOUR excess equipment may be EXACTLY what someone else needs!
BRING your items clearly marked with your NAME and PRICE.
Remember to bring some cash as well, to purchase all that great ‘stuff’
that you didn’t know you wanted!

Make this a success by participating!
Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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This casual meeting will once again provide a session to
introduce the incredible world of R/C flying to absolute
newcomers and/or new pilots. We will cram in tons of
information about the hobby, the Stetson club, along
with pizza, pop and possibly a flight related movie on the
big screen, if time allows.
This informational session will be for absolute beginners
with no flying experience as well as those in Flight School
who would like a refresher before the season starts in
May.
To register for Ground School, please send me an email
at cfi@stetsonflyers.com.
As always, I continue to be available anytime for your R/C
related questions… email me or message me via
Facebook & I will help you out.
Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight
school— onwards and upwards!

Fledglings…
January, 2019

Goose
Chief Flying Instructor

Twenty nineteen… marks my return to CFI & managing
the Stetson Flight school, after a one-season hiatus.
Another amazing year of success was completed in 2018
and I must personally thank Fred Lottes, who agreed to
fill my CFI spot to carry on what we had started eight
years ago.
Assisted by a fine team of instructors who are the core of
the Flight School, Fred also retained the assistant CFI in
Len Streefkerk to keep the proverbial ship in shape.
Thank you to instructors: Pierre Coulombe; Maurice
Edkins; Tom Pellow; Nigel Chippindale; Gary Robertson;
Elckar Monsalve; Michael Lalonde; and Barry Hanna.
This year promises to continue the highest quality of
flight instruction supported by my team and the
executive. We are always looking for improvement and
welcome your experience and/or feedback.
Ground School
The annual Ground School event will happen on Thursday
April 25, 2019 at 7:00pm in my workshop in Embrun.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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erobatics Corner:
Gary Robertson
IMAC / Aerobatic SIG Contact

Winter! UGH!
It’s cold outside.
But inside, my simulator is running great and I’m having
fun flying many different kinds of airplanes. AND IT’s
WARM!

Lots of folks use a simulator to help them get started in
this great hobby/sport. Many quit using it once they are
comfortably airborne, and miss out on one of the truly
great modern wonders at our disposal. The Simulator
provides an ideal practice and flying opportunity for pilots
of all skill levels. Downloading the file for Stetson Field
will allow you to fly ‘at home’ anytime you want, and
definitely adds to the realism. Boring, you say? Well, why
not try something a bit more challenging? Can you NAIL
your takeoffs and landings 10 out of 10? Try doing 10
touch and go’s, and be tough on yourself. Keep the plane
straight. Hit the runway where you WANT to, not just
wherever you end up. Now add some realism: dial up 10
mph crosswind and add 30% turbulence. Try those
landing patterns again. Hmm...starting to feel more
‘realistic’? Master this and you have just improved your
piloting skills AND your survival skills a whole bunch!

Experiment with ailerons and rudder and elevator. The
rudder and elevator movements have to be learned...push
a bit of DOWN elevator to climb, and a bit of LEFT rudder
to swing the nose to the right. So to turn a big 180 and
come back down the field still inverted. Start with a
gentle aileron ROLL to 20 or 30 degrees, hold that bank
and PUSH some DOWN elevator with the banking. The
plane miraculously starts to turn, and it’s still inverted!
OMG!!!!
Scary as Hell if you are real-life at the field, with the Queen
of your Fleet in the air! On the Sim, not so much! Take the
time to watch what the plane does and try to hold a level
altitude as you turn through 180 degrees and head back.
Roll back carefully to inverted level and maintain that
slight bit of PUSH down elevator to keep the plane level.
Bingo! You are heading back, still inverted, and sort of,
almost, mostly in control...for now!
When you mess up and pound it in like a fence post,
which you absolutely will do; grab a slug of coffee (scotch,
or whatever beverage of choice you prefer), take a deep
breath, hit the RESET button and have another go!
Keep working on level passes and big sweeping 180 turns
and you will get the hang of inverted flying quickly and at
ZERO COST to the bank account, and your pride!

The huge advantage with the simulator is, of course, the
RESET function which allows you to recover from crashes
painlessly and at no cost. As you work on learning various
Apply this task-oriented practice to other moves you
manoeuvres, this feature is truly revolutionary.
would like to learn and become a significantly better pilot
without the risk of trashing your fleet. If you aren’t sure
OK - lets use the simulator to learn something that is
what
other moves to try, have a look at the 10 basic
usually very expensive to master in real life and often
aerobatic moves on the Stetson website Aerobatic
avoided like the plague for many flyers: Inverted Flight.
Interest Group pages. There are simple descriptions to
Starting from straight and level, pull up smoothly in a half- get you going—and when it all comes unglued:
loop and neutralize the elevator when you are at the top. RESET!
Then PUSH a little down elevator to maintain level
inverted flight. Keep it going nice and level for a bit then Gary Robertson
ROLL OUT to the upright position. Holy Hanna, the
ailerons work the same inverted as they do right-side up!
Turn around and do it again. Flying inverted for longer
and longer segments means you will soon need to turn.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Out and About at the Stetsons
Christmas Party 2018
November 29, 2018 was...
...the annual Stetson Christmas party!
Over seventy Stetson members and family filled our room at the Mandarin this past Thursday evening for the annual
Christmas Party. Children young and old had a chance to sit on Santa's knee and several lucky ones received gifts from
the jolly old Elf himself!

It was gratifying to see so many spouses join us again this year. Our hobby/sport often
finds us taking time away from them to fly, so it's great that we get to say thanks with
this Christmas Party.

The Mandarin was ready for us, providing an excellent banquet once more, with
incredibly fresh and tasty dishes for all tastes. Thanks to Mason Ma and his staff for taking great care of us once again.
This year saw a special Thank You presentation made to our mowing contractor, Michel Legrande, on his upcoming
retirement. Thanks Michel, we wish you good times ahead in your retirement, and thank you for a great job on our
behalf!
We want to thank Great
Hobbies as well, for their
generous donation of gift
certificates. These were
given out to the lucky
ticket holders as door
prizes, along with several
additional items
including an airplane,
some free student
memberships, and Spa
gift certificates for the ladies.
Our 'Special' awards this year celebrated three very different circumstances:
Christopher Simon, only 4 years old, was recognized as our youngest ever pilot.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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A very proud papa stood up with his boy to receive the award. Even
Santa was impressed with Chris's achievement!
Gabriel Muglia was
rewarded for the most
crooked flight of the
year and presented
with a suitable trophy
and a free invitation to
Goose's Flight School
next year!

Norm Kihl was recognized for his NEVER-ENDING efforts to fly his little electric Mini-Stik around the world! (one flight at
a time) He has nearly two thousand flights on this little wonder, and it is
still going strong! By
calculation, he is about
1/3 of the way….

A big thank you goes out
to our Santa Claus, for
showing up and
entertaining all with his
spirit!
Major thanks also to Dan and
Pierre for their tireless behind the
scenes efforts to ensure our event
ran flawlessly.

Merry Christmas to All, and may Santa bring
everyone the true gifts of peace, health, and
joy this season.
Gary Robertson
Events Director

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Out and About at the Stetsons
First Flight of 2019 on January 5, 2019
January 5, 2019 was......the annual Stetson first flight of the year event!
Although it did not occur on New Year's Day due to the risk of unsafe road and field conditions, the 2019 First Flight
held on 5 January was a total success. The flying conditions were almost perfect
with above freezing temperatures and very light winds. The day began with hazy
and light gray skies, which posed challenges to pilots flying white planes, but this
improved considerably as the
morning progressed.
Sixteen members took part in the
event, and after the usual first
flight friendly competition and
presentations several people
stayed on and enjoyed a very
pleasant morning of flying.

The honours for first in the air went to Nigel Chippindale in the Electric
power category, and to Gary Robertson in the IC engine category.

The winners each got a
very nice engraved
medallion donated by John
Jackson, and a pair of
fingerless gloves donated
by one of the 'knitting
ladies' from the Blackburn
Hamlet Community Church
Knit Café.

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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First Flight of 2019 (Cont’d)

Many thanks to Simon and Hal for taking photos and to the executive for organizing the event and preparing the field.

Enjoy the pictures. Jon's ultra micro SE5A looks
great!

Pierre Coulombe
Treasurer/Field Coordinator

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Building a LiPO Bunker
By: Tristan Ruel
Introduction
Most RC hobbyist know of the potential dangers of Lithium
polymer batteries. See the April, 2018 Stetson Flyers
Newsletter article “Lithium Polymer Batteries”, by Bob
Myhara for details.
Yet it seems that in many Hobby Forums, people are
sometimes trying to get too much from their batteries.
This can lead to overheated and sometimes burning
batteries. In this article I will do a quick overview of LiPOs,
their pros and cons, as well a How-To build a battery
bunker for battery charging and storage.

The Build
Purchase:
 A reinforced concrete board;
 A fire alarm of your choice;
 Two LiPO bags;
 A balancing charger (if you don't already have one);
 An ABC fire extinguisher;
 Four concrete blocks

Cut your concrete
board in half, one half
for the top and one
half for the bottom.

LiPO Batteries: Pros and Cons
Pros:
 Excellent rapid discharge capability
 Lighter than other batteries (higher charge density).
 Lower cost per flight compared to glow fuel
Cons:
 LiPO's are at risk of exploding or catching fire if
overcharged, overheated or damaged.
 The resultant fire can cause serious damage to your
house, car or your new shiny model.

Arrange the four concrete blocks in a square around the
concrete board.

Protecting your investment

Next, attach the fire
Even though we think that an explosion or fire may never alarm to the top concrete
happen to us, there is still always the chance that it could board.
really happen, even when we think we are not treating our
LiPOs badly.
To be on the safe side, it is better to charge, discharge or
store our LiPOs in a safe, explosion and fire-proof
enclosure, what I call my charging bunker.
My bunker build looks similar to the Flite-Test build
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=gobFcNzGG9I), but with
important modifications:
 Firstly is to leave space to let the pressure and heat
escape via space between the bricks.
 Leave your charger outside of the bunker so in case of
a fire you don’t lose your charger.
 Finally, having two LiPO bags for the two largest
batteries, protecting the other batteries from also
catching on fire.
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Charging/discharging
Get all your equipment ready.
Connect the
batteries to the
charger(s) and put
them into the LiPO
bags (one battery per
bag). Place the bags
Finally, put the other half of the concrete board (with the
into your new
fire alarm) on top of the concrete blocks and start charging
bunker.
or discharging as the case may be.
This setup can be used to store your batteries as well, just
make sure that they are all in a storage mode (usually 50%
charged state).
This will hopefully guarantee that no harm will come to
you or your possessions. Fly safe.
Tristan Ruel

Tech Talk
Plans and cut kits:
This is something that I have just discovered in my crazy quest to build a Nobler control line plane. Pro Printers on
Gladwyn Crescent will crank out a printed set of plans for $10 from a PDF file. There are others in town as well.
Mark Winstanley in Kanata can cut a short kit of parts from that same PDF file. If you can get the plans, then you have
the makings of any aircraft. Costs for the short kit will vary a bit with size and complexity, my short kit was $80 with
tax. I was able to find and use an updated Top Flite Nobler plan set in PDF format, and used it to get the short kit and
plans printed. Someone had done the plan up on CAD and it was spot on dimensionally. Thought this info might be a
tid-bit for all concerned.
Gary Robertson
Storage of glues and RTVs:
It drives me crazy that after opening my instant glue, Polyurethane (Gorrilla)
glue, Silicone caulking or Room Temperature Vulcanizing (RTV) rubber sealant,
they set up in the container after only a couple of weeks of storage. These
types of products setup when exposed to the humidity in the air. Even when
you try to seal up the bottles or tubes, it still hardens. I found a product at
Canadian Tire called Stack-On desiccant. You get four desiccant packets sealed
in a foil pouch for $15. Once opened, one packet can draw moisture from 5 to
7 cubic feet of space. I have been storing my instant glues and sealants in a
Mason jar containing one Stack-On packet for about 6 months now, and find
that they are as fresh as the day they were bought. The packets have a
moisture indicator to let you know when it is time to recharge by putting the
packet into a standard oven at 200° F. It is a real money saver.
Bob Myhara
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Rebuilding a DLE-55
By Bob Myhara
Introduction
I have been flying several aircraft for the past few years, all of them gas. The first gas engine that I bought, a DLE-55,
was purchased in 2012 and now has about 100 hours on it. It has been a good performer, but lately it has become a
bit sluggish and has developed a ticking sound while running. In view of its age, I decided to rebuild the engine this
fall / winter. When reading flying forums and talking to club members, it seemed the crankshaft big end bearing is
prone to failure. Since replacing the crankshaft requires complete disassembly, I decided to replace all the parts including bearings, piston and cylinder as well. Along the way, I learned a lot about how to replace bearings, crankshafts, pistons / piston rings, etc. I thought I should pass this new-found knowledge on to my peers. This is my story.

Disassembly
To disassemble and reassemble the engine will require
some specialized tools and sealing compounds. Figure 1
shows the specialized tools including a torque wrench, a
pulley puller, a propeller stopper and an arbor press. The
specialized compounds include bearing retaining
compound (Loctite 641), a RTV crankcase sealer (Dirko
HT), and blue Loctite thread locker. Figure 2 shows an
exploded schematic of the engine with part numbers.
Make sure the engine is clean
 Clean the engine thoroughly with solvent, then
remove the Hall Sensor, spark plug and carburetor.
 Make sure to mark the position of the Hall sensor by
making a small scratch mark on the engine. This will
aid with reassembly.
Remove Propeller Hub
To remove the propeller hub:
 Fit the propeller stopper on the hub (16) and remove
the crankshaft nut (23).
 Remove the stopper and pull the propeller hub and
Woodruff key (30) off the crankshaft (2) using the
pulley puller.
 Note the distance between the Woodruff keyway and
the front bearing (25) to aid in reassembly.
Remove engine Cylinder head and piston
Before removing the old cylinder head:





Note its position. Use a black marker to draw an
arrow on the new head (1) showing the front of the
engine.
Using an Allen key, remove the four bolts holding the
cylinder head down, then pull the head and head
gasket (20) off of the piston (4).

Note the position of the old piston:
 Draw an arrow on new piston showing the front of the
engine.
 Remove piston retainer clip (28) and slide out the
piston pin (27), then remove piston and needle
bearing (26) from the connecting rod.
Remove crankcase rear half
Remove the four crankcase retaining bolts, then tap
crankcase rear half (3) to remove the rear crankcase half.
Remove crankshaft
To remove the crankshaft use the pulley puller to push it
out of the crankshaft bearings, making sure connecting rod
is free of crankcase half.
Remove front and rear bearings.
To remove the front bearing:
 Place crankcase, front side down, under the arbor
press and using a suitable drift press against the
bearing spacer (22), press the front bearing out of the
crankcase.
 Turn the crankcase around and with a suitable drift,
press the rear bearing (12) out.

Inspection
Now that the engine is apart look for wear. In my engine the cylinder bore showed no signs of excessive wear,
scratching or galling. The piston showed some signs of wear, especially where the piston runs up and down on the
transfer ports. The piston pin and small end needle bearing showed only minor signs of wear. You should replace
parts that show excessive wear. The big concern with this engine, was the condition of the big end bearing
(connection between connecting rod and crankshaft). When examining the big end bearing the connecting rod should
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have little play on the crankshaft. On my engine, the big end bearing was really loose (Figure 3) with much play
backwards and forwards (0.03 “) on the crankshaft bearing journal. This was probably why the engine had the ticking
sound I heard while running. I felt that it would be a good idea to replace this crankshaft now to avoid disaster later.
I examined the crankshaft front and rear bearings and seals (Figure 3). The front bearing seemed fine, but the seal on
the rear bearing had come off of the bearing and was being shredded by the engine. The bearings had to be replaced
to avoid future failure.


Place the rear crankcase half in place and screw in the
four retaining bolts. Torque bolts to 85 inch pounds.
Clean crankcase

Set aside for 24 hours to cure RTV. Remove squeezeBefore reassembly:
out.
 Clean all reused parts using solvent, especially the
Piston,
ring, cylinder bore, piston pin and small end
crankcase halves.
(needle)
bearing reassembly.
 Make sure that all bearing seats are clean and dry.
Using two stoke oil:
Crankshaft bearings
 Lubricate piston groove and piston ring (5).
Keep bearings in packaging material until needed:
 Make sure that piston ring is right side up (there is a
 Handle bearings using only gloves to avoid
pin in the piston groove corresponding to a gap in the
contamination and corrosion due to skin oils.
piston ring).
 Make sure bearing outer races as well as bearing seats  Place one end of the ring into the groove, near the
groove pin and start placing the ring gently into the
are oil free by wiping with solvent, then dry.
groove using a circular motion.
 Apply bearing retaining compound (Loctite 641)
 Over bending the ring may result in ring breakage.
sparingly into front bearing seat and outer race of
front bearing, then fit bearing onto front of crankcase.
 Using the old bearing as a drift, push the bearing into Lubricate then insert:
 Small end needle bearing into small end of connecting
its seat in the crankcase using the arbor press.
rod.
 Turn the crankcase around and apply bearing retaining
 Piston pin into piston.
compound to the rear bearing and bearing seat as
 Insert the retaining clips into piston to retain the
before. Fit the bearing spacer, chamfered edge up,
piston pin.
into the crankcase, followed by the rear bearing and

Reassembly

press into the seat with the arbor press as before.
Crankshaft
Apply bearing retaining compound:
 Sparingly onto the crankshaft where the rear bearing
will reside and onto the inner race of the front
bearing.
 Place crankshaft into crankcase, and press the
crankshaft home using the arbor press.
 To ensure that the crankshaft is fully seated, note the
distance between Woodruff keyway and the front
bearing. It should be the same as it was before
disassembly.
 Set aside for 24 hours to cure bearing retaining
compound.
Crankcase reassembly
Apply a bead of crankcase sealer:
 (Dirko HT) to the front half of the crankcase mating
surface.

Lubricate cylinder bore with oil then:
 Place the cylinder gasket on crankcase, and cylinder
over piston (with arrow facing forwards).
 Squeeze the piston ring ends together and push piston
into cylinder bore.
 Push cylinder head down onto crankcase and install
the four cylinder head bolts.
 Torque bolts in a cross-wise fashion, to 85 inch
pounds.
Propeller Hub
Fit Woodruff key to keyway:
 Apply bearing retaining compound sparingly to
crankshaft.
 Place propeller hub onto crankshaft, aligning hub
keyway with Woodruff key.
 Press on hub by hand until it is seated.
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Fit propeller stopper on hub, apply blue thread locker
on to crankshaft threads and screw on crankshaft nut.
Torque nut to 125 inch pounds.

Replace Accessories
 Replace Hall sensor.
 Replace carburetor and reed valves.
 Torque carburetor bolts to 45 inch pounds.

Conclusion
I had a lot of fun taking apart and then reassembling with new parts. I pressed in the bearings cold, but you can use
moderate heat on the crankcase if necessary. The most difficulty I had was getting the parts from the engine
manufacturer, as most were out of stock. I found local mail-order stock in several hobby stores across Canada. The
techniques described here are transferable to rebuilding virtually all gas or glow engines. Give it a try, it is worth it.

Bob Myhara

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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