Stetson Flyer
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

March 2005

Next Meeting
Tuesday, March 29th
7:30 pm

Don’t forget your “Bring’n’Brag”!

Cloud Tramp Night

Indoor flying has become a very popular activity as
of late with all the advancements in high performance motors and LiPoly batteries. The next event is
March 19th at the Thunderdome in Blackburn Hamlet. If you come to spectate make sure you bring a
pair of indoor shoes.

At the next meeting we will be having a workshop
where we will make Cloud Tramps—a rubber powered free flight model that will be featured at a mass
launch of Cloud Tramps at the Ed Rae Memorial Fun
Fly June 11 and 12th. You can read more information on why we would do such a thing on the Cloud
Tramp home page or call our Zone Director.
http://website.lineone.net/~mike.denise.parker/
For the meeting, please bring a few dollars to cover
costs, CA Glue, White Glue, razor knife, pins, some
sand paper, and whatever else you might like to
have on hand for such an activity.

Coming Stetson Events...

We had a great time at the winder fun fly. There
were planes, pilots, lots of prizes, great chilli—a
great time was had by all.

March 19th
March 29th
April 26th
May 31st
June 11/12th
September 3rd/4th

Indoor Flying
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Ed Rae Zone Fun Fly
Giant Scale Event

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com
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Club Officials and Contacts
President

Scott Clarke

613-824-5114

president@stetsonflyers.com

Please visit our
web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Vice-President

Secretary

Greg Marshall 613-729-9105

vicepresident@stetsonflyers.com

Pete Tessier

Our web site is hosted as a community service by

613-443-1472

secretary@stetsonflyers.com

Treasurer
Membership

Rick Ramalho 613-741-3337

treasurer@stetsonflyers.com

Greg Marshall 613-729-9105

vicepresident@stetsonflyers.com

Chief Flying Instructor Maurice Edkins 613-841-3264
Webmaster
Newsletter

Pete Tessier

613-443-1472

John Jackson

613-445-5726

webmaster@stetsonflyers.com

editor@stetsonflyers.com

Mailing Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
P.O. Box 456, Orleans, ON, K1C 1S8
Web Page:
http://www.stetsonflyers.com
Dues:
$70.00 per calendar year; $30.00 for students
under 18
Meetings
The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last
Tuesday of each month, except for December, June, July or August. The meetings are
held at the Canadian Aviation Museum in the
Bush Theatre.
Use the back door to the museum! To get
to the back door follow the roads around to
the extreme left side of the museum. Pass
through the gate in the fence and proceed to
the back door.
To receive the newsletter by email, send
your email address to:
editor@stetsonflyers.com
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Newsletter Questions and Answers
Receive this newsletter via email!
Instead of sending a printed newsletter by Canada
Post, we can send you an email notice with the
web site address where you can download the
newsletter each month. The file is an Adobe Acrobat PDF file, which means that you need to use a
FREE Acrobat Reader software to view or print the
document. There is a link to the Adobe site to get
the FREE software on our web site.
The benefits to you are faster delivery, colour pictures, less cost to the club, and environmentally
friendly to boot!
How do I open the electronic newsletter?
You the latest version of the free Adobe Acrobat
Reader software installed on your computer. You
can download this from:
http://www .adobe.com/products/acrobat/
readstep2.html
If you are using a dial-up modem, this may take
about 30 to 40 minutes to download.
Why do I get errors opening the newsletter?
Most likely you have an older version of Acrobat –
perhaps version 3 or 4. Please the install latest
version as described above. It usually fixes all the
error messages when printing or opening the
newsletter.
I used to get emails about club events, but now
only get a printed newsletter – what happened?
Mostly likely your email address changed or failed
and we were not given a new one. When this happens we revert to printed newsletters. To get back
on to electronic distribution, just send an email to
editor@stetsonflyers.com. By default, those with
email addresses will be notified when the electronic
version is ready for download. You can ask to

Minutes 05 02
Stetson Meeting February 22 2005
Meeting was opened at 7:55 pm Gerry Nadon, seconded
by Paul Bettez. There were 2 guests at the meeting Fred
and Mathew
Treasurers Report
45 paid members. Rent has been paid 1284.00. Account
balance is at 3200 pre money receive during this meeting
Newsletter report
Thanks for the contributions.
Apologies to Gary
Baughman for error on his article corrections are now on
line
Web site
New section on the Bring and Brag a few club members
have already sent pictures
CFI Ground school
Date was selected Wednesday 16 march at 730 Gerry has
cleared the museum for the event. Gerry made motion for
Ground School to be on this date and seconded by all.
Past Events
Scott talked about the Annual Winter Fun Fly held on the
previous Saturday. We had 14 pilots registered for the
event despite the -16 and 20+Km winds. It was also noted
that Gerry Nadon’s plane went home in one piece. There
was also a thank you to Dave Asquini for the Chili lunch.
Thanks to the 3 sponsors: Discount Hobbies, Hobby 2000
and Multi Hobby. Rick Ramalho brought home the 1st
price and many others won gift certificates. Thanks to
Maurice Edkins for running around and gathering prizes.
Snail Mail
Scott passed on information regarding a letter we received
in the mail. The F3a precision aerobatic team of Canada is
looking for support to go to the world championships in
France. They say a typical donation from clubs is around 1
to 2 dollars per member. If anybody was interested in donating or seeing the letter they were welcome to see Scott
at the end of the meeting. It was also noted that in the past
the Stetsons have not sent any money.
Door Prizes
Scott talked about a previous event at the museum celebrating 100 years of flight sponsored by Bombardier and
that Gerry had a hand on a box of door prizes available to
those interested to come up after the meeting to pick one
up.
Next Meeting Workshop
Scott introduced the idea of having a Cloud Tramp build-off
and workshop during our upcoming March meeting. These
are the planes that will be launched by many at the Upper
Canada Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly. Those interested
should bring CA and a hobby knife to the next meeting.
The Executive will get the materials needed to complete
these models and will sell for a nominal fee. Darcy Whyte,
who is an ex Stetson, now into Rubber Power as accepted
to host the workshop and show us some of the basic rub-

ber flight tips There was a show of hands and some 15 to
20 members showed interest.
Mall Show
Greg Marshall talked about the mall show and that StLaurent Shopping Center needed some sort of proof that
we are a registered no profit organization... all that said
Gerry Nadon and Greg will be looking at other avenues.
Labrador Print Draw
Due to the fact that the tickets were left behind there were
no tickets for the Labrador Print available. Next meeting
will be the final sale of tickets followed by the draw later in
the evening.
Upcoming Events
Jerry Nadon brought up the Air show at museum August 67 and if we are interested in doing a static and demo, more
to follow... also mention of Canada day show is on as well.
MAAC Insurance
There was talk about mention in the MAAC magazine that
insurance will be going up due to an accident. Scoot will
look into this a the next presidents meeting with Richard
Barlow and report back to us.
Proposed Off Road Track
Mike Gratton brought a motion seconded by Ed Whynott to
build an off road track for RC cars and trucks. Mike said
that there was talk at the hobby shop that many showed
interest to having a track at the Stetsons and that membership would be up to 40 dollars for use of this track. The
location proposed would be at the end of the extended
parking lot. Radio Frequencies would not be an issue as
they are not on the same frequencies. He also talked
about how this would bring revenue to the club. Also there
would be additional income from special events. There
was much talk about many loose ends. Scott asked for a
show of hands of all in favor to have more research and to
a more detailed proposal presented to the membership. It
was voted down.
Swap Shop
Motion was put forward by Marc Shaw and John Jackson
to have an April is swap shop. Vote was in favor.
Bob Butterworth and Gerry Nadon close meeting at 8:40

Hmmmm…
Dave Asquini ‘s
Famous Chilli!
I can just smell
it…

Page 3

Hawker Hurricane
By Wayne Smith
To all who were at the February meeting, some of
this will be repetitive. However, I feel a need to expand on some of the things I have learned during the
construction of my 1/5th scale Typhoon. Quite a few
asked me about the "Kit" and different features of it.
As many of you know, my interest is in warbirds and
their construction. Let me first say, that although this
is not the first warbird I've made, it is my first attempt
to build one of this size and magnitude. Firstly, it is
built from Vailly plans and I offer this advice to anyone who is considering building a warbird or is wondering about quality. Early in the construction of the
wings which I built directly from the plan, I had some
difficulty in getting the wings equal in length, situating
the landing gear mounting blocks in place and what
appeared to be in the dihedral angle.

With the help of Bob Butterworth, the problem was
that the starboard wing and the port wing are not
mirror images on the plan. The spacing of the ribs
was different and as a result, the wing was slightly
longer and hence the tip of the longer wing was
higher than the other. I reconstructed the wing and
did a little fudging to get the two wings the same
length and had to make some adjustment when installing the landing gear in order alleviate the "list to
port" attitude it had when sitting on the floor. Washout is built into the wings and there is an article on
one of the websites (his, I think) that explains washout. My advice is, that if one decides to use Vailly
Plans, check the plans closely for all dimensions.
There were some parts that I found it difficult to locate on the plan. Even though there may be an instructuin as to their placement, the instructions were
sometimes difficult to fathom.
I had my wood all cut at All American Woodcutters,
owned by Doug MacMillan in New Jersey. He offered me a better price ($300.00 + $30.00 shipping in
American funds) then did Precision Woodcutters
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(Larry Catana). Although Doug is very personable, I
was very unhappy with the time it took (6 months
after I sent him a postal money order) to supply the
product. As for the quality of the wood cutting, some
of the notches are too deep, especially on the fuselage formers. Otherwise, the quality is reasonable.
My advice, is ensure to establish a delivery date to
avoid disappointment.
As for quality, there are no instructions included,
therefore you are on your own. I found this aircraft to
be a very big challenge, but have enjoyed most
every hour I've put in to it. The fiberglass, cowl, plastic (styrene or is it ABS?), landing gear, canopy,
spinner, 4 resin static blades (33" dia.) with a styrene
plastic spinner and pilot were all supplied by Vaillancourt. They can be purchased individually, however,
I elected to get them all at the time I bought the
plans. The fiberglass cowl is quite heavy as is the
spinner and backplate. This may be intentional as
weight up front is undoubtedly a good thing. Total
cost of plans and hardware, approx. $1800.00 (U.S.).

With a Brison, 5.8 engine, it is my intention to fly on a
3-bladed WWII styled prop. These are extremely
hard to find. I have one contact in England, but am
leaning towards having Clark Industries make me a
hub and separate blades. They manufacture a Spit
and Hurricane kits as well as the quarter-scale Tigermoth. John Clark advised me that they can manufacture a flying prop for this aircraft. I have not yet
talked cost with him.
I have elected to go with a pneumatic retract system
(Robust Retracts) and purchased a sequencing
valve from Ultra Precision, in Missisauga.
Finishing - I am using half ounce fiberglass cloth and
epoxy finishing resin. I am also using micro-balloons
with the finishing resin to fill and to make faired fillets. Clark Industries is my source for WWII paint
colours (dark green and dark ocean grey uppers and
medium sea grey underside). I am awaiting a reply
from Just Plane Graphix concerning dry transfer
roundels and markings (cost not yet known).
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)

INDOOR FLYING

For the benefit of anyone who was not at the meeting, I use insulating foam (the type that hardens) to
fill polystyrene plastic pieces before they are joined
together. I then cut away with a knife, all the excess
foam and sand the foam to provide a larger surface
with which to join the two halves together. This is
fairly light weight, but in my mind provides a better
way of joining the thin styrene plastic and makes the
finished piece more solid.
The prototype of this aircraft at 47 pounds flies well
on a G75. I expect that my aircraft will be close to
this weight after painting.
I was asked if Roy Vaillancourt was a good businessman and co-operative. I have no complaint with
him. He has been quite co-operative and helpful,
when I have found a need for advice. I have spent
two years, on and off, building this model, to date
and expect a few more months. When completed, I
just might build a Tempest or Sea Fury, using Vailly
plans. I'll be more observant however to ensure
every part of the plans is accurate. If not, it may
mean re-drawing or reverse printing of the wing layout.
I hope that this will answer some of the questions
you may have. My goal is to see it fly, even if it's
only once, then put awy for safekeeping. Just a joke
folks!
To Ed - For the last time - No Tourque Rolls Allowed!!!

Scenes from the Thunderdome.
Below is a shot of Louis Rocque’s DC-3.

Above: Some of many planes in attendance at our
annual Winter fun fly.
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Squirrel
By Darcy Whyte
Some of you who know me from RC are probably a
little puzzled as to why I'm up to designing rubber
powered model planes. Especially since I left the
hobby some time ago. Well, when I was active in
RC, I was also interested in rubber-powered planes.
I was hanging out with Gerry Pronavost (et. al.) at
rubber power activities as well as at the powered
field.
I've been interested in model planes since I was 9
years old when my dad bought me a couple of kits.
Several years ago when I got into RC planes, I
thanked my father each year on Fathers' Day. I
would make up a gift basket that had a rubberpowered plane. It was generally one of those Peck
kits. I also kicked in a can of tuna as a joke as I knew
he didn't like tuna. I did the same routine with my
parents' Christmas gift basket (I didn't get a model
plan for my Mom though). In my mind, I had imagined my dad building the models and then flying
them in local parks, sharing them with the kids and
having a ball. I remember my dad was always doing
a lot of community and volunteer work and this picture seemed right.
My parents are very busy and last summer they decided that they were ready for a condo. After they
had done the transaction and were ready to move, I
got a telephone call. "Son, I have a confession to
make. I've not been building those model planes.
We're having a garage sale. Do you want those
planes or not." We both laughed for at least a whole
minute, as I'm sure he felt a sense of relief in telling
me. The juxtaposition of what was in my mind and
reality was pretty funny too. So I told him that I
wouldn't send him any more tuna or model planes. I
changed to sardines and candles.
Even though I was out of modeling, I was quite
please to receive a large box of Peck kits in the mail.
I knew that I would find some kids or adults who
would enjoy those planes. And I'd probably get to
see some of them fly.
Problem was that those Peck kits are pretty complicated for a beginner. So I decided that I would head
down to Richards and pick up some balsa and propellers. The deal would be that I build some simple
planes, share them with some kids, then if a child
shows interest, I'd coach them through building a
simple model. If they take to it, then PRESTO! I just
unloaded one of the intermediate kits! Well, unloading 15 of those Peck kits turned into a pretty big project.
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By the time I had made it through those kits, I was
hooked into rubber power. This was a different flavour of the hobby though. I've been doing workshops
for children and other beginners. This has proven to
be a lot of fun for all but the AMA Cub by Frank Ehling (which has been the standard beginner model
since 1967) is a lot of work for young children and
other beginners. Even for adults you need a lot of
time to get them going. The Canary from Don Ross'
book "Rubber Powered Model Planes" was easier
but it really needs something close to contest balsa
to work well and it has a couple of challenging steps
as well.
In a society of microwaves, televisions and Nintendos, its tough to find kids that enjoy making something. Kids prefer things that are prefabricated.
Worse yet, kids are preoccupied with materialism
and brand recognition. If it isn't made of carbon fibre
and it didn't cost eight hundred bucks, then it aint
worth nothin'.
So we really need something that gives the experience of building and flying with a minimum of effort.
It also has to be able to fly well. Much better than an
Airhog or a Guillow's press together kit. I studied the
problem and made a list of the issues and then set
out to solve them.
Dihedral and polyhedral work great for roll stability
but they require the measurement of an angle, a high
stress glue joint which was very haphazard for beginners. I experimented with a few ideas and eventually
determined that winglets give even better roll stability. They also are easier to build because they are
based on a right angle. The tissue paper reinforces
them and they have proven to be much more robust
than dihedral and polyhedral in the case where there
is little time for glue to dry.
Another workshop headache I wanted to loose was
the issue of the rear rubber hanger made of music
wire. Picture 20 kids each with their own pair of needle nose pliers. Forget it. The only solution here was
to blow an hour bending hangars by yourself and
then fastening them to the motor sticks. Out of 20
hangars, I generally would only stab myself with the
hook once (when pushing them through the motor
stick for fastening). At least that way, I didn't need to
bring Band-Aids to the workshops. I tried quite a few
ideas and eventually settled on a toothpick that was
glued in place. This works a lot better than you'd
think. It has to be tried to really get the feel for how
well it works. It can also serve as an anti-thermal
device in the summer because the rubber can drop
off.
(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)

I also wanted to address all those tools that are needed
such as hobby knives, pins, corkboard, wax paper,
clamps, jigs, and other stuff. What seemed easiest was
to steal the Build on Tissue technique from Frank Ehling, but use a glue stick from balsa to tissue. The glue
sticks got rid of warping and the need for the traditional
building board. Now we can build on any flat surface.
So all that is needed is white craft glue, glue sticks and
some toothpicks for glue application.
I also came up with a set of dimensions for all the parts
that would cut evenly out of 3 x 36 sheet. I used both
1/16 and 1/8. All parts divide into 12 so I cut the 36 into
12-inch segments. Then strip it with a ruler and blade. I
can then cut all the 2, 4, and 6 inch pieces in bulk. So
no cutting is required during a workshop or building
party.

A Squirrel Building Workshop—this group of kids
gets a chance to build a free flight rubber powered
plane—the Squirrel designed by Darcy Whyte.

The other area was to reduce the number of parts and
glue joints. Leading Edge Only (LEO technology)
seemed to really work well for the tail feathers. I also
managed to glue the toothpick to the bottom of the fin
leading edge so it was now possible for children to produce a rubber hanger and rudder all in one assembly
with very little effort. The leading edge only stabilizer
and fin is also much more robust than the traditional
rectangular method. The triangular stabilizers are safe
from ground hits since the motor stick is always the
point of contact at the back of the airplane.
It's so simple that a printed plan isn't needed.
So the Squirrel was born. The punch line is an airplane
that builds in under a half hour for most. If one knows
how to build it, it should take even less. I can build one
in 7 minutes from pre-cut parts. So if you allow an hour
for a workshop and an hour for flying, you can manage
a group of kids and parents quite easily. It will also out
fly an AMA Cub since it's made of real tissue.
At the workshops I make some materials available so
that when the participants get home they can build two
more Squirrels. One with a thick airfoil and an 18-inch
version that gets the wing loading way down. Both
sizes work well with wheels.

Lucky kids show off their Squirrels

For those who would like to run a workshop, contact
me for a workshop preparation sheet. This is a checklist and some time saving tips for workshop preparation
for the Squirrel.
I hope you enjoy building a Squirrel as much as I have
enjoyed designing it!
Stay tuned for the Sardine, my next design. It will use a
radically different technology for flying in small spaces.
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Note—the building project for the March 2005 meeting is the Cloud Tramp on page 9.
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Rich Ramalho wins The top draw at the winter fun
fly. A Fokker EIIIARF was provided by Discount
Hobbies for the event. Several other luck pilots won
gift certificate prizes from our two other sponsors
MultiHobby and Hobbies 2000. Thanks to all our
sponsors for their generosity! Remember, this is
why we support our local hobby shops!

A mass launch of Cloud Tramps.
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