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President’s Message: 
 

H ello everyone: 
 

I trust you are all well and looking forward to another great 
year of RC fun in 2012! 
 
As many of you know, 2011 was a great year of growth and 
financial success for the Stetson Flyers. We were blessed 
with tremendous generosity from our membership and be-
cause of your continued dedication to the club we were able 
to not only meet but exceed all of our goals set forth early 
this past year. The Stetson Flyers saw some very beneficial 
changes and additions to the field including the addition of 
several new assembly tables, new shade structures, new 
BBQ, several site improvements, as well as hosting very suc-
cessful Fun Fly's, IMAC competition and Giant Scale events. 
To all of you who pitched in this past year, I would once 
again like to thank you for your time and dedication to the 
club. 
 
I would like to encourage all members to attend the March 
27 club meeting. For this meeting, we have an excellent 
presentation on 3D Flying by Scott Clarke.  
 
We look forward to the active participation of all members 
in 2012 and welcome comments, suggestions and ideas re-
garding our club and field for 2012. 
 
Gary Robertson has asked me to pass on a request for help 
with the newsletter. PIease send in photos of projects you're 
working on, and any tips and tricks that you would like to 
share. This makes for a better and more informative news-
letter. 
 
See you at the meeting, 
 
Daniel Marcotte, 
President, 

    Stetson Flyers 

 

Coming Stetson Meeting Events: 

Mar 27th Meeting & 3D Flying with Scott Clarke 

April 24th Regular Meeting & Radio Setups  

                                       with Isabel Deslauriers 

May 29th  Dinner & Awards Banquet at DS BBQ 

 
Our website address:  http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

NAME THAT PLANE! 

This beauty made an appearance at the last club meeting. 

Obviously an early R/C model. The pedals no doubt work 

the generator? We can’t tell the frequency but think it’s 

1.999hz. Definitely leading edge in it’s day! 

Rumor has it that it’s Gerry Nadon’s first trainer…??? 

 

SO:  It’s on! Name that plane and be a winner! 

Email in your selection(s) to your friendly executive 

 at contact@stetsonflyers.com.  

Judges decision will be final but we can be bribed… 

 

The official winner gets ONE flight in this beautiful kite! 

mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com


Club Officials and Contacts 

President Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Vice-President Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950 

Secretary John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Membership Daniel Marcotte 613-299-1970  

Treasurer John Jackson 613-445-5726 

Chief Flying Instructor Simon Nadler  613-883-3367  

Webmaster Simon Nadler 613-883-3367  

Newsletter Gary Robertson        613 746- 4209 

Events Coordinator Gary Robertson 613-746-4209  

Field Coordinator Marc Lanthier            613-700-0281 

Safety Officer:  Hal MacDonald         613-764-1950 

Contact your executive at:  contact@stetsonflyers.com 

 Snail Mail Address:  

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club 

3940 Innes Road 

PO Box 91542 

Please visit our web site at  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com 

 

Our web site is hosted as a 

community service by 

 

Newsletter Questions and Answers 

Not Getting Yours? 

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you 

on the list! 

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the 

last Tuesday of each month, except for December, 

June, July or August.  The meetings are held at the 

Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush Theatre. 

Bring and Brag: 

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to 

bring something of interest to show to the group.  It 

could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo 

of a technique.  Where there are three or more items 

brought to the meeting we will try and have a prize 

draw.  Items for sale are welcome but are not eligible 

for the Bring and Brag prize draw. 

Use the back door to the museum!   

To get to the back door follow the road around to the 

extreme left side of the museum.  Pass through the 

gate in the perimeter fence and proceed to the back 

door. 

Photo Credits: 

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are 

by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter edi-

tor John Jackson, or our Vice President Hal MacDon-

ald. 

Want to propose something? 

Members in good standing can bring motions from 

the floor at any regular meeting.  The motion will 

need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by 

the members present.    Sometimes the outcome is 

that the motion is tabled so more information, impli-

cations, etc. can be gathered and presented. 

You can help speed up the process by giving the exec-

utive a “heads up”  by sending an email to: 

 contact@stetsonflyers.com , ideally before the exec-

utive meeting which happens the Tuesday  before a 

regular meeting.  This will allow the executive team a 

chance to research the idea in advance of the 

meeting and gather any required information. 

Club Dues 2012: 

General Member :                                            $80.00 

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time stu-
dent)                                                              $40.00 

Junior Member: (18 Years old and under)    $40.00 

Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)

                                                               $130.00 

MAAC Membership:  (required)                $90.40 

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC direct-

ly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca  

http://www.stetsonflyers.com
mailto:contact@stetsonflyers.com


Call for Volunteers: 

Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work. 

Please step forward and volunteer to assist at  the events noted above. 

Ed Rae, IMAC and IMAA Giant Scale are our three big events this year, and each could use many helpers. 

Canteen help, scribes at the IMAC contest,  registration table,  event specific and general assistance plus 

cleanup are all required on the day of the event.   

You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated. 

Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early! 

There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action! 

 



Last Meeting Minutes: 

Meeting Minutes 

February 28, 2012 Meeting 

The meeting was opened at 7:40 pm by motion from Scott 

Clarke, seconded by Todd Carol.  There were 29 people in 

attendance.  Motion carried. 

New and returning members were greeted including Serge Bou-

cher, John Weber and Pierre Coulombe.  Our Zone Director 

Claude Melbourne and ARCC member Dave Asquini were also 

acknowledged. 

A motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting as published 

was made by Mike Ingham, seconded by Simon Nadler.  Motion 

carried. 

John Jackson read the treasurer’s report.  Gerry Nadon moved 

that the treasurer’s report be accepted as presented, seconded 

by Scott Clarke.  Motion carried. 

The current membership count is 60 members. 

Webmaster – Simon noted that image galleries are being moved 

to Flickr so we do not burden our web server. Contact the web-

master if you want more information. 

CFI – Nothing to report. 

Old Business – Dan explained that a new partner in the holding 

company wanted him to take out 7 million dollars insurance 

with them as the primary beneficiary.  We were advised that our 

cheque would be cached and we would return to the year by 

year method we have been using for many years. 

New Business – Scott Clarke reported that there were some 

events outside our region that some members might be interest-

ed in.  The first is Maidenfest in Keswick, ON where the planes 

flown cannot have flown before.  The other is Rally of Giants in 

Binghamton, NY, June 21-24. 

Dan reviewed our calendar of events for 2012. 

Safety – Hal presented a PowerPoint with many great safety tips 

to keep in mind, and ended with a video where three people in a 

light plane ignored warning sirens that gear was up and landed 

with gear up! 

Dan Marcotte won 50/50 and took home $47.00 

The meeting was closed at 8:08 with a motion by Gerry Nadon, 

seconded by Maurice Edkins, motion carried. 

After coffee and Bring’n’Brag, Zone Director Claude Melbourne 

addressed the club and discussed the upcoming AGM as well as 

the Zone Fun Fly. 

Excerpted from the AMA Newsletter: 

On the Safe Side: 

by Jim Tiller, On the Safe Side Author 

Disposing of Batteries: 

You can’t be in this hobby without using batteries. With the prolifera-

tion of electric flying, even more batteries entered our lives. These 

batteries eventually go bad, so we are faced with how to dispose of 

them. For many years it was the trash can. Now, with all the exotic 

combinations, it is more of a hassle. “Green” environmental laws and 

regulations are also a consideration. In some states, it is illegal to dis-

pose of any kind of battery—even alkaline cells, in the trash. 

The easiest and most environmentally friendly way to dispose of all 
your batteries is to put them in a plastic bag, and when you’ve collect-
ed enough, take them to a battery recycler. Many hardware stores or 
homes centers have boxes or bins that will take batteries. There are 
also battery retailers such as Batteries Plus or Interstate Batteries that 
will take them. There is even a website that will send you a box to put 
your batteries and other hard-to-dispose-of items such as fluorescent 
bulbs. When it’s full, you just drop it in the nearest FedEx box. 
(www.lamprecycling.com/) 

LiPo cells are the ones that are the biggest concern for most fliers. 
There is plenty of Internet information about the care and feeding of 
LiPo batteries. You simply cannot charge LiPo batteries without a prop-
er peak charger and a fireproof container. If they overcharge, they 
build up gases. If those gases produce enough pressure, the cells will 
rupture energetically (notice I did not write explode), releasing those 
gases that then combust mixing with air. Most have read and heard 
the horror stories associated with LiPo batteries. 

But this essay is on disposing them. If you simply must dispose of them 
yourself, here are some simple instructions, but you can search the 
internet for a more complete set. 

Before you dispose of a LiPo battery, you should discharge it. (Don’t try 
to discharge a damaged pack. If it is damaged, skip down to soaking 
the cells in salt water.) Many LiPo chargers also discharge the same 
packs. If so, just discharge the battery to the lowest point allowed on 
your charger (less than 1 volt per cell). Follow the same safety instruc-
tions while discharging as you do for charging. 

If your charger won’t do it, a 12-volt light bulb wired between the 
poles will do the job for smaller packs of three cells or less. Let the 
pack discharge an hour or so after the light bulb goes out. 

Soak the cells in salt water (1/2 cup of salt per gallon) for a few days. 
Soaked and discharged LiPo's are safe to put in the trash or the recy-
cling bag depending on local regulations. 

The biggest environmental concern is the Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd) and 
Nickel Metal Hydrides (NiMH) batteries. First of all, the metallic resi-
due can be recycled and reused. Second, they are toxic waste if they 
find their way into the landfill and/or our water supply. 

by Jim Tiller 

Excerpted from the AMA Newsletter, with thanks 

 



 

FLEDGLINGS…  notes from Goose, CFI. 

Happy March fellow pilots… who would have guessed the weather 

would be so good? If you are anything like me, this has started an earli-

er than expected scramble to prepare my aircraft for the coming season 

and there is much to be done. 

‘She’ll be right’ is a well used term back in New Zealand for assuming 

everything will be fine because it was the last time we used it/did it.  

It is obviously a dangerous attitude to have with regard to flying model 

airplanes. In my mind, assumptions and poor preparation is the leading 

cause of accidents in our hobby. 

That said, what should you do? 

I’m not suggesting a long, drawn-out procedure that keeps you from 

flying but a good methodical check of your aircraft and radio significant-

ly lowers the risk of accidents or loss of aircraft. I suggest the following: 

· Airframe check: Perform a good pre-flight check of your air-

plane paying particular attention to glue joints, covering and 

fasteners. The glue that holds your plane together and the 

covering adhesive tends to degrade over time and your plane 

has been sitting in storage for five to six months. Missing 

screws/nuts/bolts will also lead to a problem. 

· Check for broken parts/airframe and repair them. Something 

may have been broken when you last flew or on the last trip 

home of the season. 

· Perform a thorough check of your radio/electrical system. 

Loose wires/plugs should be replaced or repaired. Look for 

black corrosion around soldered joints which can be the start 

of a problem. 

· Batteries should have been charged for storage when you put 

the aircraft away. Now is a good time to cycle them a few 

times to ensure they are still good and can hold a charge and 

also provide good current during discharge. Most modern 

chargers have a cycling function or you can make simple dis-

chargers from a few small electronic parts. Don’t forget your 

radio batteries! 

· Hopefully you placed a few drops of after-run oil in your glow 

engines before storing them. If not, now is a good time to 

clean them up and check all is well. Add some oil, check the 

glow plug and replace if needed. Bearings should be free and 

smooth. 

· Check your fuel system. Any old fuel left in lines or the tank 

will evaporate leaving the sludgy oil behind. Clean or replace 

as needed. 

Those of you moving into gas powered aircraft should do the same but 

add replacement of any hardened fuel tubing which normally occurs 

over time with gas. 

Mix some fresh gas to the recommended ratio by your engine manufac-

turer. Stale gas has low octane content and will make engine starting 

difficult if it runs at all. Engines don’t run well under these conditions , 

save yourself time and frustration. 

Ensure that your engine kill system is working exactly as it should. Safe-

ty is important for all types of aircraft and the ability to remotely shut 

down your engine (or automatically during a failure) is necessary and a 

MAAC requirement (Section 5.0, Giant Scale safety code, MAAC.ca). 

First flights: 

It is a good idea to take it easy on the first few flights of the new sea-

son. Ease back into it and get familiar with your plane and the various 

switch assignments on your radio. Even if you have been flying all win-

ter or have flown your particular plane for 10 years, a slower and easier 

approach usually results in going home with an intact airplane. 

Ground School 2012: 

Please attend Ground School at the D & S Southern Comfort BBQ Res-

taurant in Carlsbad Springs (NEW DATE) on Tuesday April 10, 2012. 

Please note this date has changed due to the early season and availabil-

ity of some students. 

This is a free to club member’s event and attempts to cover the basics 

of our great hobby along with answering any and all of your questions. 

Aimed at new students, information for beginner pilots who are already 

flying also get a good refresher. The event starts at 7:00pm sharp. 

Flight School: 

Is scheduled to begin the first week of May, 2012. This of course is 

weather dependent and relies on the field condition. Keep an eye on 

the Flight School web page (www.stetsonflyers.com) for all the infor-

mation you need during the season including live weather updates on 

flight school nights (Tuesday’s). 

Students who started last year and have not yet earned their wings will 

be invited via email to return to the school for the 2012 season. There is 

a limit of 16 students this year due to the number of available instruc-

tors and actual flying time. New students must apply via the Flight 

School web page and will be added to the student list until the limit is 

reached. After that, they will be placed on a waiting list and contacted 

as slots become available. 

Previous students and other club members are welcome to attend 

Tuesday nights but are asked to not fly. The flight line is open to current 

students and instructors only. 

Please contact me at anytime via email for any/all of your questions, 

I’m here to help and I’m looking forward to the new season! 

See you next month! 

Simon (Goose) Nadler, Chief Flying Instructor 



Aerobatics Corner: Getting Started! 

Well gang, it’s getting closer!  

With the early spring weather, many of us are getting the gear 

together to get out there for the first flights. Exciting stuff! 

Goose has a great tune-up article in this months’ newsletter 

which is worth going through carefully. DO PRE-FLIGHT YOUR 

AEROBAT THOROUGHLY! 

I would add to his suggestions a thorough inspection and up-

grade as required of all servos, controls, hinges, linkages, etc. 

Precise aerobatic flying does demand pretty much zero slop on 

all control surfaces, and this can be tough to maintain. All those 

stock  plastic control horns and clevises will wear quickly, and 

what was last years’ perfect new installation may need work 

this year. Consider changing out for ball links and stiffer push-

rods wherever this can be done.  

OK, so the equipment is all ready, the pilot is all ready, and you 

are heading for the field. GREAT!  So how to get started flying 

aerobatics? Great question! 

Learning your first Aerobatics: 

1. Have a flight plan.  This is perhaps the most important 

single point! Decide on what you will practice BEFORE you 

take off, and stick to it. Achieve a degree of success on 

every flight and you will soon be a champion flying aero-

bat!  

2. Select from the Basic 10 moves on our web page. Start 

with straight line passes and a turn-around at each end, 

such as a hammer head at one end, and maybe a half Cu-

ban at the other. Don’t expect perfection, but do look for 

improvement with each flight as you become familiar with 

the moves and the control inputs to achieve them. Read 

the notes on  our web page for tips on how to fly the 

moves. Aim for high, smooth and big. Jerky is bad. 

3. Sequences: When you have all 10 basic moves pretty much 

sorted out, start putting them together in sequences as 

shown on our web page. Learn sequence 1, then 2, then 3. 

4. Put it together: When you have the three sequences 

pretty well squared away, put them together….1-2-3. Now 

THAT is an accomplishment, isn’t it? You are now flying 

precision aerobatics sequences. Congratulations, Aerobat! 

5. Get HELP!  My dear wife tells me I need a lot of help! So do 

all of us would-be aerobatic pilots. There are numerous 

tips and techniques which will help you learn these moves. 

Do NOT keep practicing a move that isn’t getting 

better...have someone give you help! ASK! PLEASE! 

Goose’s new Edge 540. Watch for him this spring 

out with us Aerobats! EVERYONE is a student! 

6. Use a Spotter. Having a buddy beside you as a caller and 

spotter helps you by offloading a number of tasks so you can 

concentrate on piloting. Your buddy is responsible for calling 

your intentions to take off, land, etc., to others on the line, 

and also will watch the other traffic and alert you when it’s 

time to bale out, go around, and try it again. 

7. Share your knowledge when asked. We are an interest 

group on a mission: To become better pilots!  The road to 

success is helping each other learn.  We have a good mix of 

seasoned pilots and not-so seasoned new pilots, which 

makes for a great and fertile training environment.  

8. Have Patience:  Not every day and every flight is going to 

be a WOW event.  You will have lots of opportunities to sit 

back and THINK about what happened and why...might be 

cross winds, might be you need help, might be a set-up 

problem, etc… Bottom Line: Think it through. LEARN from 

the situation. 

9. Set up your airplane and radio:    Flying smoothly requires 

you to set up the airplane and radio to allow this. Low rates 

of control movement will be used for most moves. A higher 

rate will help on a few moves, such as the stall-spin. While 

not absolutely necessary, having a dual-rate setup with ex-

ponential settings programmed into your radio will add a 

LOT to your ability to master smooth aerobatic moves with 

finesse. Exponential settings of 25-30% or so on low rates 

will generally give you a very smooth flying airplane. You 

need to experiment to get it set the way you like it.  

10. Get out and Practice!   Use these principles on every 

flight and you will be practicing with improvement as the 

goal. Wednesdays at the field will be an ‘official’ practice day 

when we hope lots of aerobats will come out to fly and help. 

Coming Soon: Don’t miss the April club meeting for Radio 

Programming, and the May IMAC Boot Camp for an excel-

lent review of setups and how-to’s, plus demonstrations.    



 

Dave Hubenig’s new Hurricane:  

first run-ups with the DLE30 motor. 

The whole club will be out to hear this! 

More awesome winter build projects from Stetson members: 

Pete Blair’s awesome new Corsair takes shape. 

John Rest’s new Pulse all ready to go! Really nice DLE 30 installation. 

Returning member John Weber’s beautiful Bipe. 

Dave Hubenig’s Hurricane maidens successfully! 



Winter Fun Fly Photos: 

More photos on the Stetson website. Thanks Goose and Hal! 

Working on staying airborne and warm! 
UP elevator...UP elevator... 

John keeps it up there in spite of the cold ! Really neat trick to keep the LiPo’s warm! 

Time to launch! 

John Rest gets it airborne, flopping ski and all! 

   Hand Warmer pouch!! 


