The Stetson Flyer
March 2014 Issue: Wanted: Spring!!!

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

President’s Message:

W

ell, it finally appears as though this winter may
actually end after all! Lets all hope it is looking a
little more like spring by the time you are reading
this newsletter.

For those who do venture out to the field for some early
spring flying, please remember that once the frost comes
out, you must be very careful while driving on our access
road and parking lot until it dries out completely. We do not
want to tear up the road by driving on it when it remains
really soft.
Same goes for the pit areas: please use great care on the
slowly emerging grass. These areas are typically waterlogged in the spring. A great deal of damage to the grass
can be done when it is in that state.
Please be very cautious and patient and let things dry up a
bit before you get into full swing.
I have been getting a few calls from folks wanting to join
the club, so we hopefully will be seeing some new faces
out there. If you see someone you don’t know, introduce
yourself and help them with the club rules and assist them
as much as you can.
Our spring project list continues to grow and suggestions
are welcome. Marc Lanthier is preparing his wish list, and
will need our assistance on clean-up day, May 3, so be
sure to make yourself available. We have had excellent
member attendance at the clean-ups recently, as well as a
lot of fun getting so much done with many willing hands.
A club lives or dies by the willingness of its members to
step up and volunteer to assist us in hosting events and
running the club. While I know that not everyone is in a position to devote the time to serve on the Executive, I hope
that you will consider volunteering to help out at other club
events and functions. It can be a rewarding and fun experience, and you will know that you have helped out your fellow pilots, while learning something along the way.

STETSONS COMING EVENTS:
March Club Meeting:

Tues Mar. 25, 7:30 pm

SHOW and TELL: Bring your builds and tell us all
about them! We would like to have a great
showing of items for this meeting. Whatever you
are working on, please bring it out and share it
with your Stetson club members.

April Club Meeting: Tuesday, Apr 29, 7:30 pm.
Practice makes Perfect: A method of learning new
moves in an efficient and fun manner. Presented by
our own Stetson member Mike Lalonde.

Field Cleanup Day:

Sat., May 3, 9 am.

All hands on deck please!
Bring shovels, rakes, hammers, electric hand tools,
etc. Watch for further announcements!
fun flys in Ontario and beyond to represent our Club. We
wish you all success in the coming year, and really appreciate you representing Stetsons so proudly.
Our next event is scheduled on May 3 - Field cleanup Day.
Please mark it on your calendars and come out of hibernation to help get our field ready for 2014!
Spring wishes to everyone and happy flying! If you haven’t
gone over your planes and double checked everything,
now would be a good time. Cycle those batteries and be
ready if/when it ever warms up out there!
Fly safe and see you at the field!

Dan Marcotte,
President.

New direct email: danielmarcotte@rogers.com
Finally, I would like to thank all of the IMAC competitors
and IMAA fans for traveling out to several competitions and
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Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique.

Snail Mail Address:

Use the FRONT door to the museum!

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

Recent policy changes at the Aviation Museum now
require us to use pay parking ($3 for the evening) at
the front of the museum and enter through the main
front doors.

3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542,
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0
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Club Dues 2014:
General Member :

$80.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under) $40.00
Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)
$130.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Our web site
community

is hosted as a
service by

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor Gary Robertson, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from
the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will
need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by
the members present. Sometimes the outcome is
that the motion is tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a “heads up” by sending an email to contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance
to research the idea in advance of the meeting and
gather any required information.

Call for Volunteers:
Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work.
Please step forward and volunteer to assist at the events noted above.
The Ed Rae Fun Fly, Scale over Ottawa, IMAC Aerobatics and IMAA Giant Scale are our big events this
year, and each could use many helpers. We have added a Heli event on request from the Rotor heads!
Canteen help, scribes and runners, registration table helpers, event specific and general assistance plus
cleanup are all required on the day of the event.
You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated.
Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early!
There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action!

Meeting Minutes: 25 Feb, 2014
Canada Aviation and Space Museum:

so we should all take a few minutes to read them!

The meeting was closed by a motion from Mike Ingram,
The meeting was opened at 7:35 by a motion from Bob
seconded by Norm Kihl.
Butterworth, seconded by Norm Kihl. There were 24 people in attendance.
A presentation on multi-rotor UAVs by Will Wegenast followed and was well enjoyed by all.
A motion to accept the January minutes as published was
made by Jim Denyer and seconded by Hal MacDonald,
motion carried.
The treasurer's report was presented by John Jackson. A
motion to accept the treasurer's report as presented was
made by Simon Nadler, seconded by Pierre Coulombe,
motion carried.
Membership – our current membership stands at 66
members.
Webmaster – Simon had updated the website for 2014.
The flight school registration is back online, and the auction site is being worked on.
Field Report – The winter shelter is showing signs of wear.
We will have to decide if it will be cheaper to replace just
the cover or the whole shelter since they are not expensive. Road and parking lot in good shape, cleared of
snow, thanks to Marcel Pronovost.
CFI – The dates for the ground school and flight school
have been posted on the web site. Registration is now
open.
Old Business – Marc reports he has heard little on the
Carleton project, possibly because it is reading week. Hal
reminded the group that no experimental flying can be
done without MAAC approval.
Events – Winter Fun Fly scheduled for Saturday March 1st.
Dan will attempt to open a path to the flight line with his
snow blower.
Safety – Hal reported that there have been several updates to the safety rules and regulations on the MAAC
site. One update was that the number of planes in the air
is now a club responsibility to decide. The discussion following agreed that we need not change our five in the air
policy, and that a heli operating on the west end away
from the flight line was not an issue with 5 in the air. Hal
reminded us that by signing the back of our cards we
agree to the MAAC rules as published on their web site,

New Club Trainer? That’s the word…

A

erobatics
Corner:

T

his month finds us getting tantalizingly close to
flying again! After you have survived this endless winter, you guys are going to be some
antsy to ‘get it on’ again. Understandable!

What’s Coming:
There are several elements in final planning at this time
involving our Aerobatic Interest Group, including:


Suggestion: Take it slow and work yourself back into the
groove. Both you and the equipment have been gather
ing rust, dust, and age for several months now, so after
getting the former wiped off the equipment and everything function-checked for 100% operation, do yourself a 
favor and get in some stick time doing good circuits,
touch and go’s, and landing approaches.


Once you are reasonably comfortable that the hardware
functions properly and glitch-free, and the worst of the

rust has worn off the pilot, ease back into your aerobatics
with good solid basic manoeuvers to re-establish your

solid flight skills again. This won’t happen in a single
flight, day, or even week. Give yourself time to get back
those finely honed skills you were so proud of last fall,
and above all else, remember to BAIL OUT of an uncom- 
fortable situation and save the equipment!

PRACTICE: The devil is in the details, no question
about it!

Effective training methods for us all to improve our
piloting skills, no matter what the level.
Aerobatics primer at Ed Rae on June 7-8 to introduce
setup and flying aerobatics to everyone and anyone.
Sanctioned IMAC event at Stetson Field July 5-6. This
is OUR event! Be sure to be there!
Wednesday practice days all summer, weather permitting, and of course, anytime we are out there…
Stetsons Aerobatics Group custom graphics for your
aircraft. (bling bling…)
Embroidered Stetsons AIG Golf shirt for those ‘dressup’ occasions, like contests, events, visits to other
clubs, etc…
And of course, the #1 reason we all do this stuff:
FUN! We have FUN learning to fly better and help
each other.

INTERESTED? If you would like to have fun with us and

Making your practice time effective, efficient, and fun is a learn to fly better, please come on out and be a part of
our merry band of aerobats! Bring what you fly, no
subject we have never really touched on until now.
matter what, and join in the fun. We don’t pretend to
Over this past loooong winter, one of our own, Mike
know all the answers, but we sure as heck have a lot of
Lalonde, has volunteered his time and talents to help us
questions for each other…and anyone else we can catch!
create a program of practice based on solid scientific
training methods and procedures. It turns out that Mike Sharing information and helping each other is what it’s all
has a very strong background in training and coaching, so about. We try to bring in some real experts to help us
when we get the chance, and in the meantime, we learn,
developing training methods is right in his wheelhouse.
we fly, we help each other, eat hot dogs, laugh a lot, and
Mike will be presenting his concepts at our April club
sometimes we actually do learn some pretty cool stuff
meeting, and has volunteered to work with us this season
with our aircraft!
to help us train effectively, right out of the gate.
Email me at garyr75@hotmail.com to get on our email
Standby for more on this subject as it develops!
list. Don’t be shy. Come join in the fun!

Fledglings…

March 2014

Here it comes! Spring, or so they say. If you have been
building all winter like me, it might be here too soon but
for most it can’t come soon enough.
Time to drag out your planes and flight equipment and get
it ready for the coming season. If you put it away with
after-run oil through the engine, charged and disconnected battery packs, clean and with a good inspection after
any repairs from last year, your pre-season preparations
won’t take long at all.
If on the other hand your plane and equipment is sitting
where you left it once the snow came you have a little
more work to do.
Flight safety, reliability and a long happy season comes
down to good maintenance just like your car, your
lawnmower or weed whacker. While all those things are
ridiculously reliable these days none of them take to the
air.
Our planes are relatively fragile and susceptible to damage from vibration, ‘hangar rash’, transporting them to
and from the field, wayward pets (my cat ate 2” off the
end off a flap rib during construction of the P-51!) etc.
You have plenty of time until reasonable flying weather
arrives so take your time and get it done well. Let’s get
into it…

1. Charge your batteries in your plane and in your
radio. Cycle them a couple of times to know what
sort of shape they are in. If they are tired, replace
them. Cheap insurance.
2. Perform a thorough airframe check. Look for broken glue joints, loose hinges, missing screws &
bolts, broken wood, holes in covering etc. Repair
or replace everything… you need to get it as new
and tight as the day you bought it… remember
that?
3. Fresh fuel. Fuel is expensive but stored properly
(airtight) should be ok for another season. More
than that and it should be properly discarded. Old
fuel makes for a very frustrating time at the field
getting your engine going and keeping it going in
the air.
4. Charge the batteries in your glow driver and electric starter if you have one. Both of these need to
be in tip-top order for easy starts.
5. Go through your flight box adding any tools and
equipment you might need. A couple of spare
glow plugs, lots of rubber bands & a prop or two is
a good idea.
6. Check all those little special things that you use
like filler nozzles for your fuel can, glow plug driver cord, buddy box cord & any custom bits you
have made or bought.
7. Finally please check your radio at home, specifically any broken switches, trims or aerial issues. Replacement switches can be sourced from local
electronic supplies and with a bit of careful soldering, replaced before you need them.
That’s a good start and if you have any questions you can
email me or bring them to the Stetson Ground School
scheduled for April 22 at 7:00pm as the D & S Southern
Comfort BBQ restaurant in Carlsbad Springs.
Flight school is scheduled to begin Tuesday May 6th at
5:30pm at the Stetson field. Please register via the website flight school page.
For more information see the web site (stetsonflyers.com)
or contact me.
Thanks!

Goose
Chief Flying Instructor

Building a Paint Booth

by John Rest

Warning: This project involves wiring a bathroom vent fan and using it to exhaust flammable paint fumes. I'm comfortable with
the wiring and satisfied that my fan uses an induction motor which greatly reduces the risk of fire or explosion. I urge you to do
your own research.
Spray painting in winter often means painting indoors. I'd tried various methods to minimize the smell of the solvents with varying success but had never contained them to my satisfaction. I came to the realization that I would need a dedicated method of
exhausting the fumes from my basement workshop. Enter the paint booth, built from a metal laundry hamper frame and cardboard walls zip-tied in place.
My wife suggested I try a bathroom vent fan to exhaust the solvents. I thought that was a great idea and visited the Habitat for
Humanity ReStore on Walkley Road. I picked up a 90 CFM fan (new in the box), a length of flexible 4"ducting and a matching outlet fitting for less than forty dollars.
First step was to make a plate to mount on the side of the cabinet frame. I cut a piece of scrap wood to size and cut out an opening for the fan.

Mounting to the plate involved a piece of 2 x 6 to fill in for the joist to which the fan would normally attach. I also repurposed
some aluminum angle stock to ensure that the fan was tight to the plate.

I had a spare lamp cord that I connected for power and I installed a grommet through which to pass it.

At the other end of the system I made a plate to fit in the shop window. Into the plate went the outlet fitting for the ducting. I
suspect that this was not the original design intent but it worked very well.

Here's the system connected for the first time. Note the cut-down furnace air filter over the fan intake inside the box – it keeps
paint out of the fan while allowing the solvent fumes to pass through.

There's also a filter on the outside that allows clean air to pass through while the painted parts are curing.

When I used the system for the first time it was a major improvement over previous attempts. Some solvent odor made it into the
workshop but that was minor… and unlike before, there was no hint in the rest of the house that I'd been painting.

For more detail check http://www.grosbeakrc.ca/tutorials/paintbooth.html
All project photos are located at http://www.flickr.com/photos/rests/sets/72157641289640363/

Editor’s Note:
Thanks John for sharing your projects with us on a regular basis.
This spray booth is a great idea that I, for one, will build and use instead of filling the whole house with
fumes and paint!
John’s frequent projects and Bob’s recent article on installing ball bearings are the tip of the iceberg.
Stetson Flyers’ knowledge base is vast and many decades deep. Please share your projects, tips and ideas
with us all. Stetson members share a huge brain trust of knowledge on so many levels of our sport, so if
you need to know, don’t be shy to ask others how to do something. You will likely get several very good
solutions!

Note to all Stetsons:
We would like to publish more of your how-to articles and photos in the newsletter. If you have an interesting project or tip to pass along, please contact the
editor at garyr75@hotmail.com

March Fun Fly Event: AKA: “to hell with the carb pre-heat, where’s the cabin heat??”

No heat, no horizon, no viz… NO PROBLEM!

Beep beep...we are watching
you...

….and they all enjoyed the day! Where were you?

Photos by Hal, with many thanks, buddy!

