The Stetson Flyer
June 2012: Let the Fun Begin!
Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

President’s Message:

I

know what you are thinking: "Oh no, not another
President’s message about noise!” “It does not affect
me because our Club does not have a problem."

If this sounds like you, then you may be part of the problem.
We have an excellent and beautiful field which we need to
protect and do all we can to keep. For many years, we have
invested large amounts of money, sweat equity and slave
labor to create one of the best flying fields in the area. It
would be really sad to lose it for something that can be controlled by each of us through learning and applying noise
abatement procedures.
For these reasons, your executive have decided to look at
noise levels that could potentially affect our field and our
investment of such a large amount of cash and effort.
Let’s ALL learn to be a part of the noise solution!
Summer is now just around the corner and I would like to
take this occasion to wish all our members and families a
safe and beautiful summer. Let us have fun and fly safely.
We have a number of great club events coming up and I
would like to encourage all members to participate. Enter
and enjoy flying in our fun flys! Bring your models out to
display at the museum. If you aren’t entering, please come
participate by helping out. Everyone wins and it’s always a
great event when many help out.
I would like also to thank the many volunteers who have
helped us in years past, and ask for your continued support.
A special invite goes out to our new members to volunteer
their assistance at these club events. There is no better
way to see what’s happening and get to know people than
to work an event. You become part of the action!
Have a nice summer and see you at the field.
Daniel Marcotte
President
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
www.stetsonflyers.com
613-299-1970

Coming Stetson Events:
May 26: IMAC Boot Camp. 10AM— 4PM
May 29: Dinner Meeting at DS BBQ. 5:30– 9:00
June 2-3: Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly Weekend

Ed Rae Memorial Fun Fly:
June 2, 2012:
Registration: landing fee is $ 5.00 08:30 – 09:00
(MAAC Membership will be verified)
Pilot Briefing / Safety Brief: 09:00 – 09:15
Open Flying Commences: 09:15 – 11:15
Trainee/Instructor Flying 11:15 – 11:45
Lunch (Peoples Choice for the Nicest Looking Aircraft) 11:45
– 12:30
50/50 and Prizes Drawn
Demonstrations: 3D flying, Combat, Turbine Heli 12:30 –
13:00
Open Flying: 13:00 – 15:00
Open Flying (No Event Restrictions) 15:00 – 19:00

Night Flying: Electric Planes only.
19:00 – 22:00

June 3, 2012:
Registration: landing fee is $ 5.00 08:30 – 09:00
(MAAC Membership will be verified)
Pilot Briefing / Safety Brief: 09:00 – 09:15
Open Flying Commences: 09:15 – 11:15
Trainee/Instructor Flying 11:15 – 11:45
Lunch (Peoples Choice for the Nicest Looking Aircraft) 11:45
– 12:30
50/50 and Prizes Drawn
Demonstrations: 3D flying, Combat, Turbine Heli 12:30 –
13:00
Open Flying: 13:00 – 15:00
Open Flying (No Event Restrictions) 15:00 – 21:00

Club Officials and Contacts

Newsletter Questions and Answers

President

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Not Getting Yours?

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Secretary

John Jackson

613-445-5726

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you
on the list!

Membership

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Treasurer

John Jackson

613-445-5726

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Webmaster

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Newsletter

Gary Robertson

613 746- 4209

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

Field Coordinator

Marc Lanthier

613-700-0281

Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the
last Tuesday of each month, except for December,
June, July or August. The meetings are held at the
Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush Theatre.

Bring and Brag:

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique. Where there are three or more items
brought to the meeting we will try and have a prize
draw. Items for sale are welcome but are not eligible
for the Bring and Brag prize draw.

Snail Mail Address:

Use the back door to the museum!

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

To get to the back door follow the road around to the
extreme left side of the museum. Pass through the
gate in the perimeter fence and proceed to the back
door.

3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542

Photo Credits:
Club Dues 2012:
General Member :

$80.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under) $40.00
Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)
$130.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please obtain your MAAC membership from MAAC directly. This is easily done online at www.maac.ca

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor John Jackson, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from
the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will
need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by
the members present. Sometimes the outcome is
that the motion is tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a “heads up” by sending an email to contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance
to research the idea in advance of the meeting and
gather any required information.

Our web site
community

is hosted as a
service by

Call for Volunteers:
Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work.
Please step forward and volunteer to assist at the events noted above.
Ed Rae, IMAC and IMAA Giant Scale are our three big events this year, and each could use many helpers.
Canteen help, scribes at the IMAC contest, registration table, event specific and general assistance plus
cleanup are all required on the day of the event.
You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated.
Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early!
There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action!

Meeting Minutes
24 April 2012
The meeting was opened at 7:30 pm by a motion from
Claude Dostaler, seconded by Jim Savage. There were 41
in attendance.
Dan greeted new members.
A motion to accept the March minutes as published was
made by Barry Hanna, seconded by Simon Nadler.
A motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented
was made by Gerry Nadon, seconded by Ed Whynott.
The current membership stands at 104 members.

Webmaster – Simon reports that a new event calendar is
available on the website which is based on the Google
Calendar application.

Newsletter – Gary reported that more fresh material is
required for the newsletter including photographs.
Field Report – Field Day May 5th – need to move and replace portions of the safety fence. The trailer needs a major cleanout and some spots on the runway need to be
raised. New bulletin board to be erected inside the shelter. A roller has been reserved for the 5th.

CFI Report – Flight School begins the first week of May.
There is a 16 student cap, and there are 5 on the waiting
list with 7 instructors.

New Business – a reminder that you MUST be a member
to fly at our field for insurance reasons. Please take home
your garbage and do not leave at the field.

The grass cutting contract was discussed. Bids from several contractors were presented, but all agreed the best scenario would be to retain the ladies who cut the grass last
year, even if we had to increase the amount to be comparable to other contractors. They had two mowers cutting
down time in half, and were more flexible when bad
weather made rescheduling necessary.
Events – as published in the calendar: May 5th is cleanup
day. May 26th is IMAC Boot Camp, and June 2-3 is our Ed
Rae fun fly. A request was made for volonteers for our
upcoming events and several people put their names forward.

Safety – Hal reminded us to be careful around our workshops. We should read the MSDS for the products we use
to determine how they should be stored and handled and
what to do if something goes wrong. We can grow sensitive to some chemicals when exposed over a period of
time causing a reaction.

The meeting was closed by a motion from John Stewart,
seconded by Paul Reardon.

Tech Tip: Karbonite geared Servos:

Safety Tip: Wing Tube Wear and Failure.

Many of us are using HiTec Servos with karbonite gears. (The Suffix HB at the end of the
servo model number indicates karbonite
gears.)

A recent crash of a fairly new airplane was traced
to the collapse of the carbon fiber wing tube.

Do not use Loctite or any thread fastening liquid on the servo arm mounting screw on Karbonite geared servos. Thread lock will cause
the servo output shaft to break. Instead, use a
small dab of silicone caulk on top of the screw
AFTER you have installed and snugged it
down.

There! Another problem solved!

This particular tube had shown very slight signs of
fretting, or wear, at a spot where the tube exited one
wing panel. The subsequent catastrophic failure in
flight of that tube caused the wing panel to separate . The aircraft didn’t fly well on one wing.
Have a GOOD LOOK at your Carbon tubes, folks.
ANY wear marks or scoring can dramatically weaken these and is cause for immediate replacement.

Noise:
Article taken from MAAC Magazine
I hope that your holiday wishes came true. By the time you
read this, we should be into the heart of the winter flying season. Lots of fields and waterways become tempting flying sites
closer to home with the opportunity to often take off and land
into wind regardless of its direction.

choke our engines and cause internal damage but we do want
them to be quiet.
If the muffler has enough internal volume you may be able to
add a baffle to control the gas flow or add an extra expansion
chamber to the existing unit.
It is encouraging to know that more clubs are taking a proactive approach to noise control. Having a plan in place shows
that the club is being responsible in their relations with their
neighbors.
Quiet does it.....

Have you taken the time to consider the impact of your presence there? Are there houses nearby? In the still cold air of
winter, sound can sometimes travel farther than in summer.
Let’s not irritate the neighbors.

Terry Smerdon
MAAC Noise Committee Chairman

Noise Abatement Tip: Throttle Management

Club fields are vital to our flying and should be protected. It
-by Gary Robertson
takes a lot of hard work to find and then develop a suitable site
and with the continual encroachment of development, any club A very revealing ( to me) experiment in flying quieter has conwants the longest duration at any one site possible.
firmed what I hear a number of experienced pilots talking
about: throttle management.
This may be the time to look at your club’s noise policies and if
necessary, take a pro-active approach to noise management.
In flying my new little Yak 54 with a pretty high vibration STG90 on board, I have experimented with props and now have
Should problems arise, your enforced noise policy will show the
one on that gives good performance at part throttle settings.
authorities that the club is acting responsibly and is taking noise
For this setup, I can now fly at 2/3 throttle in a ‘quieter zone’
issues seriously.
most of the time, and only go full throttle when I really need
Engine Mounting
to , thus reducing the engine noise and vibration quite a bit.
Soft mounts have vibration absorbing components to discourage engine vibration from transferring to the fuselage structure
where it can resonate.
In a similar vein, molded fuselages can act as very efficient
sounding boards. Retrofitting a couple of foam formers wouldn’t add much weight, absorb some vibration, and could make
your airframe quieter.
Propeller balancing and selection:
Unfortunately, although you would expect modern composite
propellers to contain an even mix of component and be in balance from the manufacturer, this is seldom the case. Balancing
your propellers can reduce or eliminate vibration that shakes
your radio gear and causes resonance in the airframe, which
causes unwanted noise.
Experimenting with prop diameters and pitches can lead to a
quieter system.
For sport flying if you choose a prop to be in the top of the
torque band, not all out rpm, you’ll have a model that still performs well and is quieter.
Muffler:
Some of the newer engines have factory mufflers that work
reasonably well while others are lacking. We don’t want to

I am also learning throttle control on my Sbach with it’s DLE30
gas engine over the last few days, and it works even better on
this aircraft. I have discovered that I don’t need to go full
throttle for most moves, and that keeps the noise profile WAY
down on this particular package. It also had the unexpected
advantage of giving me more time to steer through the moves
as the aircraft isn’t rocketing around at full bore. I’m now on to
trying to fly ‘constant speed’ by manipulating throttle as needed to maintain desired speed. THIS is also showing great potential in reducing noise as the engine rpm’s are NOT screaming, even when I add throttle on uplines, etc...the rpm band is
kept in a quieter zone and I still have the pulling power needed!
Confirmation of my ham-fisted experimentation came yesterday in talking to Dave Reese, and watching him fly. His throttle
management is very smooth and the noise profile of his plane
stays in the quiet zone virtually the entire flight.
Try this out yourself. It’s a learned skill, and you will find yourself ‘cranking it up’ more times than you think, as you pay
attention to your left thumb. Tinker with flying the a/c in it’s
quiet zone and see if you can reduce your noise footprint.
Throttle Management: Another thing to learn and practice!

The capabilities typically vary with price and an
astounding number of features exist with the most
popular but the bottom line is even the free simulators will significantly improve your flying.

Fledglings…

D

espite the shifty weather that has plagued
the Stetson Flight School to date, it can
only get better as we approach June… and
I assure you it will.

I encourage all of you to make the best of those cancelled flight school nights (and any of the other 6) as
opportunities to practice with your simulators. I go on
about simulators but in reality they are perhaps the
most important tool you can use.
Why? You are teaching your fingers new skills and in
doing so, your brain ‘saves’ these functions which are
confirmed by your eyes as something you have actually done. This hand-eye-brain coordination is then an
experience that can be repeated when you actually
come to flying your plane at the field.
As you progress as a pilot the benefits are obvious…
the biggest is that little red reset button that doesn’t
empty your bank account. Practicing landings or takeoffs, that new maneuver, sequences for those interested in IMAC or setting up a virtual model just like
that new one you are building for experience before
ever leaving the ground.
There are many available to you now, ranging from
free to several hundred dollars. A quick search on the
internet allows downloads of the (free) software or at
the very least, lets you decide which suits you best.
Some come with a radio while some allow you to use
your own and all come with various cables needed to
connect the radio to your computer.

You don’t need that latest and greatest of computers
either… that old PC (within reason) the kids use will
probably do the trick. They should be outside anyways…
I have been running various brands of simulator on
my laptops over the last few years with few issues
and although I don’t use it as much as I should, I do
pull it out for new planes and cool moves I want to
learn.
There are plenty of experienced pilots running simulators, each with their own preferences and opinions
but more importantly, they will help you with any
questions or issues, myself included.
Rain, storms, wind, the middle of the night or avoiding relatives that invade your house on weekends are
no longer issues… give it a go!
Don’t stop learning!
Goose

Photos from around the Club:

Radio Programming from Isabel. Rates and Mixes!
Dave gets the new YAK ready. Moki power!

OMG!
What a sound this thing makes!
Dan’s new tool, and it’s a gasser!

DON’T land here!

The other Dave: TURBINE Helicopter...flies well!

Who

…..when I grow up, I’m going to be a turbine too!

Toys for
OR HERE!

OR HERE Either!

Stetson Field photo from City of Ottawa Archives. 2009ish?
Pete’s got some EXTRA (300) going on the side...

My other brother Gary readies Pulse!

More Photos from around the Club:

Andrew’s beautiful Razorback full build!
Show and Tell, Stetson Style.

Goose’s fabulous
Corsair...first
But Who
owns it?showing!
Spring Fling! Normand lights up and gets GONE!
Scott presents 3-D flying.

Cockpit detail and weathering are great!
Jeff’s Super Stearman flies soooo nice.
Ground School: Goose at the point!

Pierre flirts with the speed stuff...

First Wednesday Aerobatics Session!
Better Weather Ahead!

Goose maidens the new Edge!

Your photos here. Send them in please!
Alfredo’s big MXS-R Gasser. Flies great!

Flight School 2012 gets airborne!

