The Stetson Flyer
May 2014 Issue: Flying Season! Finally!

Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

President’s Message:
It looks like the wet spring continues! Today is May 21,
2014, and we have already received 86.34 mm of rain
so far in May and it is not stopping yet. As a result, rolling our field has been delayed. We hope to complete
this task as soon as it dries up a little more.
Summer is now just around the corner and I would like
to take this occasion to wish all our members and families a safe and beautiful summer. Let us have fun and
fly safely.
We have a number of great club events coming up and
I would like to encourage all members to participate.
Enter and enjoy flying in our fun fly's! Bring your models out to display at the museum. If you aren’t entering, please come participate by helping out. Everyone
wins and it’s always a great event when many help out.
I would like also to thank the many volunteers who
have helped us in years past, and ask for your continued support.
A special invite goes out to our new members to volunteer their assistance at these club events. There is no
better way to see what’s happening and get to know
people than to work an event. You become part of the
action!
Have a nice summer and see you at the field.
Daniel Marcotte
President
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
613-299-1970 New direct email:

STETSONS COMING EVENTS:
MAY Dinner Meeting: NEW DATE!!!
WEDNESDAY, May 28. 6PM
D&S BBQ, Carlsbad Springs.
Cocktails and mixing 6-7 PM.
Buffet style Dinner: 7 PM.

ED RAE MEMORIAL FUN FLY:
June 7 & 8, 2014. Registration 8:30 AM
Flying starting 9AM each day.
Bring out your Air Force for a fun filled
weekend! Lunch Hour Canteen, limited
camping, unlimited fun!
CANADA DAY STATIC DISPLAY @ MUSEUM
Stetson Flyers exhibit our aircraft of all sizes and types at the National Aviation &
Space Museum, from 9AM till 4 PM on
July 1. Please help out by bringing your
models to the museum by 9AM.
Help the Stetsons say THANK YOU to the
Museum for allowing us to hold club
meetings and special events there.

danielmarcotte@rogers.com
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Club Officials and Contacts

Newsletter Questions and Answers

President

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Vice-President

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Not Getting Yours?

Secretary

John Jackson

613-445-5726

Membership

Daniel Marcotte

613-299-1970

Get us your correct email address and we’ll get you
on the list!

Treasurer

John Jackson

613-445-5726

Meetings: The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the

Chief Flying Instructor

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Webmaster

Simon Nadler

613-883-3367

Newsletter

Gary Robertson

613 746- 4209

last Tuesday of each month, except for December,
May, June, July or August. The meetings are held at
the Canadian Air and Space Museum in the Bush Theatre.

Events Coordinator

Gary Robertson

613-746-4209

Bring and Brag:

Field Coordinator

Marc Lanthier

613-262-9818

Safety Officer:

Hal MacDonald

613-764-1950

Contact your executive at: contact@stetsonflyers.com

Each meeting we encourage members and guests to
bring something of interest to show to the group. It
could be a new plane, a build in progress, or a demo
of a technique.

Snail Mail Address:

Use the FRONT door to the museum!

The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

Recent policy changes at the Aviation Museum now
require us to use pay parking ($3 for the evening) at
the front of the museum and enter through the main
front doors.

3940 Innes Road
PO Box 91542,
Ottawa ON K1W 1K0

Photo Credits:

Club Dues 2014:
General Member :

$80.00

Student Member: (21 Years old and under, full time student)
$40.00
Junior Member: (18 Years old and under) $40.00
Family Membership :(Two adults plus youth/students)
$130.00
MAAC Membership: (required)

$90.40

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Our web site
community

is hosted as a
service by

Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter are
by our webmaster Simon Nadler, our newsletter editor Gary Robertson, or our Vice President Hal MacDonald.

Want to propose something?
Members in good standing can bring motions from
the floor at any regular meeting. The motion will
need to be seconded, then discussed and voted on by
the members present. Sometimes the outcome is
that the motion is tabled so more information, implications, etc. can be gathered and presented.
You can help speed up the process by giving the executive a “heads up” by sending an email to contact@stetsonflyers.com, ideally before the executive
meeting which happens the Tuesday before a regular
meeting. This will allow the executive team a chance
to research the idea in advance of the meeting and
gather any required information.
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Call for Volunteers:
Your flying buddies need your help! As everyone knows, many hands make light work.
Please step forward and volunteer to assist at the events noted above.
The Ed Rae Fun Fly, Scale over Ottawa, IMAC Aerobatics and IMAA Giant Scale are our big events this
year, and each could use many helpers. We have added a Heli event on request from the Rotor heads!
Canteen help, scribes and runners, registration table helpers, event specific and general assistance plus
cleanup are all required on the day of the event.
You CAN enter the events and also assist with some of the tasks too! It’s allowed and appreciated.
Send us an email if there is a job you are willing to take on. It’s never too early!
There is no better way to take part in a club event than to help out. You are a part of the action!
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Meeting Minutes: April 29, 2014
Canada Aviation and Space Museum:
Meeting Minutes for 29 April 2014
The meeting was opened at 7:36pm by a motion from
Bob Butterworth, seconded by Gary Baker. There were
28 in attendance.
A motion to accept the minutes as published was made
by John West, seconded by Jim Denyer. Motion carried.

broidery was desired.
Our participation at Gloucester Fair at Rideau Carleton
Raceway was requested, but members felt it was a high
risk and low return event, plus it is likely too close to
Ottawa airport to be able to fly anyways. Idea was
canned.
Dan has worked with our landlord to arrange a complimentary dumpster for the season. It will be locked to
prevent other waste from finding its way there, but garbage cans for member use at the field are now feasible.

Treasurer's Report – a motion to accept the treasurer's
A motion to close the meeting was made by Marc Lanthireport as presented was made by Gerry Nadon, seconded er, seconded by Ed Whynott.
by Dave Martin. Motion carried.
Membership – current membership stands at 94 members.
Webmaster's Report – The auction site is being worked
on. A copy of Marc Lanthier's new Realflight 3D field will
be available for download soon.
Newsletter Report – please send pictures of planes and
projects to Gary.
Field Report – Field maintenance day is approaching. We
will need rakes and shovels to fill holes in low spots.
Need to get extinguishers out as well as sun disks. A second windsock was proposed for the flying field to better
alert pilots to changed wind direction, to be located on
the far half of the field and not too high as to snag a
plane. General feeling at the meeting was that if you are
flying that low in that location you are crashing anyways
so the windsock won't make it worse. The winter shelter
needs dismantling and the trailer needs new lattice
around the base. Picnic tables need attention.
CFI Report-Students will be flying next week weather and
field conditions permitting. Ground School at D&S BBQ
was held last week with 7-8 students attending.
Old Business – Grass will be cut on Thursdays. The toilet
cleaning contract has been set up for the season. There
has been little contact with the Carleton Students that
wanted use of our field.
New Business- Gary showed an example golf shirt which
can be ordered for $45-$50 depending on how much em-

New Club Trainer? That’s the word…
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Fledglings…
every effort to ensure that students are catered for. Their
time is not free so make sure you honor any arrangements
to meet outside of flight school and don’t leave them
hanging.
Flight school is open from 4:00pm on Tuesday afternoons… it’s in your best interest to arrive as early as possible, get setup and be ready for when the flight line begins.
Also, the field is not the time for repairs and maintenance… make sure that you do this at home during the
week so you are completely ready to fly before Tuesday. If
you are having any kind of issues or can’t work out how to
do something, please contact me and I will help you out.
Of course the internet is a good place for solutions as well.

Fledglings…
June 2014
It looks to me as if the decent weather is finally here! It’s
certainly about time…

Please continue using your flight simulators as much as
possible. Don’t give it up just because its summer now and
you are flying at flight school. The more stick time you can
get the better and simulators have proven time after time
to vastly accelerate your flying abilities and successes.

Spend some time during the week putting together your
support equipment and tools. What did you need to borThe field is still pretty wet and the ‘small-bird’ sized mosrow last week? Add it if you can. Be sure to include bug
quitoes are a testament to the long winter/late spring but
spray!, paper towels and Windex along with various
as they say, ‘life is like that’.
screwdrivers, pliers and the like.
Rather than generalize to beginners in this month’s colYou should all have your own buddy box cord as the
umn, I’d like to target our flight school students and those
school has a very limited supply. Essential spare parts such
considering coming back to school.
as a glow plug, propeller and rubber bands should be well
The flight school is well underway now with a full session stocked.
of flying behind us and already several students (both new
Finally continue reading through your ‘One week to solo’
and returning) are showing promise of a short stay with
flight manual at your own pace. Tag things you have quesus. Safety is as always our top priority, highlighted by a
tions about and bring them to the field. There are plenty
reasonably serious injury this week involving a very expeof experienced pilots to answer them.
rienced member showing that you can never let your
guard down.
Outside of the safety aspect a lot of fun and intense learn- Thanks for being a part of Canada’s best R/C flight school.
ing is going on as we the instructors impart our knowledge
Onward and upward!
and experience to our students and it is a privilege to see
Goose
understanding and enjoyment on their faces.
Chief Flying Instructor
Our instructors are the core of this program and volunteer
their time. They are 100% committed to this job and make
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erobatics
Corner:

Here we go again folks!
The 2014 season has finally begun after a sputtering
attempt in wet and windy conditions these past few
weeks.
We had a good group out Wednesday, May 21, to start
up our efforts to become better pilots. I saw lots of
spotting and coaching going on, some dual instruction
happening, and a lot of discussion on flying, trimming and
programming on many levels.
It’s all good folks! That’s what it’s all about: sharing the
brain trust!
If you have been thinking of trying aerobatics, you owe it
to yourself to come on out and get involved! Fly and learn
at your own pace with lots of help when you want it.
I would like to remind everyone to use spotters when others are flying and be safe...2 mistakes high and +100 feet
out at all times. If the move doesn’t feel right, bail out and
try again.
The Aerobatics Interest Group webpage on our Stetsons
Website at http://www.stetsonflyers.com/ has been
updated with new 2014 sequences and call sheets, plus
the basic 10 aerobatic moves for 2014 with simple instructions on how to fly them.
If you are a newcomer to flying aerobatics, the basic 10
moves is a really great place to start. Lots of our gang are
working on this so you will have plenty of company to
help you get going.

Stetson IMAC Event: July 5-6 at our field.
I encourage all Stetsons to participate in our IMAC event
this summer. These are really good opportunities to test
yourself against a known standard and fly your personal
best! All are welcome. We will help you prepare for the
event. Let us know how we can assist you! Anything goes
in BASIC class. Fly your trainer or anything else you want!

Stetson Flyers Golf Shirts:
Have you ordered yours yet? These smart looking golf
shirts are available to any Stetson member.
Look sharp and fly sharp at your next event.
Stetson crest and Pilot’s Name on all; Stetsons Aerobatic Group Logo to those who wish to add this.
(thanks to Pierre Coulombe for the great artwork creating this.)
Just the thing to look and feel dressed up at your next
home or away event!
Email garyr75@hotmail.com for info and orders.
Thanks gang: See you out there!
Gary
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Make Propellers Visible!
Feb 26, 2012 // by Nigel Rollason
We all know the safety rules and common sense about the safe handling of powered model aircraft, and of spinning
propellers in particular. Full size aircraft propellers can easily kill or maim the unwary.
But why consider full size aircraft? Because most full size aircraft have the tips of their propellers painted “Bright Yellow”, because this is the best colour to provide a good contrast against all other background colours. Many makes of
model propellers are almost “invisible” when running, especially Grey, APC and Graupner propellers which seem to
be the least visible, with the Black group, “Master” and “JXF” propellers coming a close second.
On many full size aircraft propellers, the rear face is often painted Black. This is so the pilot can easily “see” through
the propeller arc without reflections. The tips are then painted “Bright Yellow”. The yellow arc of the spinning tips is
then easily seen when the motor is running.
There are many makes of enamel paints for modelling, available in small tins, that are proof against petrol and glow
fuels. It only takes a few minutes to paint the last half inch (12mm), or more, at the tip of each propeller. In fact, an
extra coat of paint can be easily added to any blade that is “light” to assist with balancing. The tips of propellers can be
gently abraded with medium 360 grade “wet and dry” emery paper to provide a “key” then cleaned off with cellulose
thinners prior to painting the tips on both sides of each blade.
Humbrol Enamels, “Chrome Yellow” or Flair Paints, “Cub Yellow” are both fuel proof, very visible, and will dry
overnight.
Always remember to re-balance your prop after painting your prop tips.

Editors Note:

Propellers of all sizes and styles present the most obvious danger to modelers.

A recent incident at Stetson Field has proven again how true this is. A very experienced member suffered very painful
and serious cuts to fingers from an electric fun-flyer he was working with. There is no blame to be assigned here. This
could happen to ANY ONE of us at any time! We have seen it several times in the past.
LEARN from the misfortunes of your fellow club mates! REFUSE to be a victim!
Even the smallest and most innocent looking electric powered foamie can cause such injury! While we may take these
small and gentle-looking models for granted, it is very important to realize that the DC motors and the razor-sharp
props in these aircraft produce MAXIMUM torque at ZERO RPM! So if they find your fingers, they are not going to
stop like a glow motor as they are loaded down...they will increase their torque in an attempt to keep spinning!
Your fingers ARE going to loose this battle. Do Not test this theory!
THINK , ACT, ANALYSE, AND FOLLOW A PROVEN SAFE PROCEDURE.
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Tom maidens the new Cub!

Maiden Liftoff!

...and the shovel
does what???

Flight School Day One: Find the runway!

New Members always welcome! Bring a friend out to the field!
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Goose’s Flight School gets airborne for 2014!
Say hello to a very nice couple! Welcome!

...that’s Ms. Pilot, thank you!

...getting GOOSED for 2014!

On the Field!

STETSON MOSQUITO BAITERS!
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Barry and the Reactor launch the 2014 season!

Holy Crap! Can you spell Reno Racer in Russian?

Fred is teaching others, as always...

Happy Aerobats!

Remember the Cub? This one’s even bigger!
Elckar! You could fly that back to Venezuela!
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