Stetson Flyer
Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club

Zone Meeting
Sunday, October 25
10:00 am

th

At the Museum

October 2009

Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 27th
7:30 pm

At the Museum
Don’t forget your “Bring’n’Brag”!

Morning seminars will include:
 How to get your spouse to by you an air
plane by Tina Melbourne
 Aerobatic flight training school update
by Brian Cheadle
 Proper field set up by Dave Asquini and
Claude Melbourne
Lunch 12 to 1 Swiss Chalet will be brought in.
Please purchase lunch tickets by 10am.

Business Meeting will start at 1:00 pm
More info at:

Elections 2009
On October 27th the Stetsons will hold their annual
general meeting and elections. This is the chance
for anyone who would like to participate in the management of the club and it’s facilities to step forward!
You can nominate from the floor the night of the
election, but if the person will not stand for election
or if the person is absent and has not made their
wishes known to the executive, their nominations will
not stand. In other words, you cannot nominate
someone to the executive without their knowledge
and consent.

http://www.maac.ca/events/event_details.php?eid=1989

Free Draw

Any motions concerning the bylaws of the club must
be provided to the executive in writing 30 days before the general meeting so they can be published.

There will be a free draw for a Frenzy
100 ARF as well as several other prizes at the
October 27th Stetson Meeting. The idea is to
encourage members to come out and exercise
their right to vote at our annual meeting.

The elected positions are President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Events Director. The
elected executive will then appoint a Chief Flying
Instructor, Newsletter Editor and Webmaster and
Field Coordinator.

The rules for the draw are: you must be present
at the elections to be eligible to win (no proxies)
and you must be a paid up Stetson member as
of the start of the meeting and eligible to
vote. Guests and family are welcome to attend
but only the registered members who are present and able to vote will be included in the
draw.

Full bylaws are available on the Stetson Web Site.

Coming Stetson Events...

October 25th
October 27th
November 24th
January 1st

Annual Zone Meeting
Election Meeting
Regular Meeting
First Flight of 2010

There will also be T-Shirts, Hats and Crests!
Our website address: http://www.stetsonflyers.com

Page 1

Club Officials and Contacts
President

Don Glandon

613-656-4296

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Vice-President
Secretary

Please visit our web site at
http://www.stetsonflyers.com
Our web site is hosted as a community service by

Hal MacDonald 613-764-1950

contact@stetsonflyers.com

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Treasurer
Membership

Daniel Marcotte 613-830-3861

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Daniel Marcotte 613-830-3861
contact@stetsonflyers.com

Chief Flying Instructor Pierre Voyer

613-835-9289

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Webmaster
Newsletter

Simon Nadler

webmaster@stetsonflyers.com

John Jackson

613-445-5726

contact@stetsonflyers.com

Mailing Address:
The Stetson Flyers Model Airplane Club
P.O. Box 456, Orleans, ON, K1C 1S8
Web Page:
http://www.stetsonflyers.com
Dues:
$70.00 per calendar year; $30.00 for students
under 18
Meetings
The Stetson Flyers meet at 7:30 on the last
Tuesday of each month, except for December,
June, July or August. The meetings are held
at the Canada Aviation Museum in the Bush
Theatre.
Use the back door to the museum! To get
to the back door follow the roads around to the
extreme left side of the museum.
Pass
through the gate in the fence and proceed to
the back door.
To receive the newsletter by email, send your
email address to:
contact@stetsonflyers.com
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Newsletter Questions and Answers
Receive this newsletter via email!
Instead of sending a printed newsletter by Canada Post,
we can send you an email notice with the web site address where you can download the newsletter each
month. The file is an Adobe Acrobat PDF file, which
means that you need to use a FREE Acrobat Reader
software to view or print the document. There is a link to
the Adobe site to get the FREE software on our web
site.
The benefits to you are faster delivery, colour pictures,
less cost to the club, and environmentally friendly to
boot!
How do I open the electronic newsletter?
You the latest version of the free Adobe Acrobat Reader
software installed on your computer. You can download
this from:
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

Why do I get errors opening the newsletter?
Most likely you have an older version of Acrobat – perhaps version 3 or 4. Please the install latest version as
described above. It usually fixes all the error messages
when printing or opening the newsletter.
I used to get emails about club events, but now only
get a printed newsletter – what happened?
Mostly likely your email address changed or failed and
we were not given a new one. When this happens we
revert to printed newsletters. To get back on to electronic distribution, just send an email to editor@stetsonflyers.com. By default, those with email addresses will be notified when the electronic version is
ready for download. If there are any other questions,
please contact me at editor@stetsonflyers.com.

Photo Credits:
Unless noted otherwise, photos in this newsletter
are by our webmaster Simon Nadler, or our newsletter editor John Jackson.

Meeting Minutes – 29 September 2009
A motion to open the meeting was made by Mike
Amodeo, seconded by Gary Robertson. The meeting
opened at 7:40 PM and there were 36 members attending.
A motion to accept the minutes as published was made
by Mike Gratton, seconded by Ford Sommerville. Motion
carried.
Treasurers Report: Our bank balance as of September
29, 2009, not including GIC’s was $507.60. An accounting of the expenses was presented to the members present. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made
by Gerry Nadon, seconded by Gary Robertson. Motion
carried.
Membership Report: Current membership including 3
new members in September is 117. This compares to
114 for 2008 and 103 for 2007.
Webmaster Report: No report, but members commented
on the photos available from the website.
Newsletter – no report.
Field Report: Dan Marcotte presented the accomplishments at the field during the 2009 season.
CFI Report – CFI Pierre Voyer was absent but Don
Glandon reported that 7 new pilots received their wings.
It was a poor year for new flyers due to poor weather.
Old business – none brought forward.
New Business:
No Parking in the Pit or Loading Areas: Do not leave
your vehicles in the designated loading/unloading areas
once you are loaded or unloaded. Move your vehicle to
the parking lot and make the space available to the next
pilot.
Dogs at the Field: Dogs must be leashed at all times due
to safety concerns. Poop and scoop in effect – please
clean up after your animals.
Dumped Garbage: Please make sure gate is locked
when you leave to avoid garbage being dumped at the
field. If you note unauthorized vehicles entering or leaving the field please report to the executive.
Security: On several occasions the gate and the trailer
were found unlocked. Last person leaving should check
the trailer and lock the gate.
Elections 2009: Club President Don Glandon stepping
down, forward nominations for new executive to the current executive.

The Ottawa Valley Zone Meeting will be held October
25th at the Canada Aviation Museum. You can purchase
lunch tickets until 10:00 AM for Swiss Chalet Lunch.
Business Meeting Starts at 1:00 PM. More information at
http://www.maac.ca/events/event_details.php?eid=1989 .
Grass Cutting: During 2009 the executive received several verbal complaints about how the grass was cut in the
pit area and the airfield. Several suggestions were made
by the members about the way to do it but the majority of
those suggestions would have a major impact to the way
the club would operate and the costs involved.
Events – there were 10 events this year which may be
too many for the number of volunteers. Recommend that
next executive reconsider the number of events next
year.
A list of club accomplishments for 2009 was presented in
a PowerPoint presentation.
Safety Speech – Hal reviewed several safety issues
which all came back to complacency:
Preflight check
Range check
Startup – look for bystanders
Flying over the pit area
Not flying in circuits
Frequency control for 72 Mhz
Tie downs when starting
Flying Instructors – more instructors needed for next season. If interested please let the executive know.
The volunteers for the season were thanked for their contributions by Don Glandon.
Scott Clarke presented a briefing on the Rally of Giants
event including a DVD compiled from the event.
Nigel Chippindale and Rick Williamson made a presentation on the Silver Dart Anniversary Model built.
The 50/50 draw was won by Isabelle Hebert - $46.00.
The meeting was closed at 8:45 with a motion by Scott
Clarke, seconded by Nigel Chippindale.

Spektrum DX6i Recall
If you own a Spektrum DX6i transmitter that has a Product Identification Code of HA906X and HA907X (look
inside battery compartment) then you should contact
Spektrum about a possible recall. There is a chance the
trainer jack could cause a short circuit. If you think you
might have one of these transmitters call 1-877-504-0233
for further information.
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Winter Airplane Storage
Since the snow will be falling very soon, many AMA
members may not be flying for quite some time. For
those who don’t intend to fly on skis, the following suggestions may help to preserve your model over the winter months and allow you to get back in operation
quickly when the snow disappears next season.
Airplane
Be sure to give the entire airplane a thorough cleaning
to remove all traces of exhaust residue. Check the covering to be sure that fuel is not creeping under the
seams around the firewall and areas around the exhaust
outlet, soaking the balsa. If so, make the repairs during
the off season while you have some extra time. Check
the fuselage and flying surfaces closely for cracks or
other damage. Check the servo arms, control horns,
clevises, pushrods, and/or control cables for excessive
wear or damage.
The airplane can be stored indoors or outdoors in the
garage; the constant cold temperatures can be tough on
batteries, but otherwise don’t seem to cause any problems. The only problem that could occur would be if you
stored it in, for example, a workshop that is heated occasionally and then allowed to cool down after use. This
could result in damage to the engine because of condensation and probably to the balsa or covering material
from temperature changes.
If you store the airplane on a wall, it should not be supported on the nose because this could damage the engine bearings. Support it by the tail structure or similar
means. If the wing is removed, do not stand it on end.
Support it similar to the way it is normally mounted on
the fuselage. Do not leave the weight of the airplane
resting on the tires if you don’t store it vertically.
Engine
The major concern regarding engine storage is to remove all the glow fuel from the inside of the crankcase
and cylinder to prevent rust formation on the bearings,
crankshaft, etc. The best advice is to remove the engine
from the airplane, remove the glow plug and backplate,
and flush the inside out with a solvent such as kerosene.
While the back plate is off, check it over for signs of rust,
bearing failure, etc. After cleaning, generously oil the
bearings and the cylinder with lubricant such as one of
the after-run oils or Marvel Mystery Oil. After it is well
oiled, reinstall the backplate and plug and place it in a
sealed plastic bag along with the mounting hardware
until next season.
If you decide not to remove the engine, at least remove
the glow plug, pour some oil into the carburetor, and
spin the engine over clockwise to distribute the oil
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through the bearings. Add some oil through the glow
plug hole, turn the engine over slowly a few more times
and reinstall the glow plug. Remove the propeller if it is
made of wood. Put a plastic bag over the engine to keep
dust and dirt out.
Batteries
Ideally you should cycle the transmitter and receiver
batteries and record their capacity for reference next
season. It is best to leave them on a trickle charger to
maintain a charge during the off season. If this is not
practical, try to charge them at least every one to two
months. When ready to fly again next spring, cycle the
batteries first to be sure they have adequate capacity.
Transmitter/Receiver/Servos
Don’t forget to check over the servo wiring and connectors. If there is any sign of corrosion on the connectors,
then get them replaced. Also check the output shaft for
looseness.
Check the receiver antenna for damage. If there are any
doubts, get it fixed or replaced. Extend the transmitter
antenna and clean it with alcohol. Collapse the antenna
and repeat the cleaning several times. (There are contact fingers inside each antenna section that may become coated with oil, preventing the proper contact between sections, greatly reducing the transmitting range.)
Fuel
If you have fuel left, be sure it is capped tightly and store
it in a cool place out of sunlight. Some recommend
against storing fuel in very cold temperatures, but I have
not had any problems doing this in the past.
Starter Battery
If you have an electric starter hookup, remove the 12volt lead acid battery, clean the terminals and check the
electrolyte level. Add water if necessary. This battery
must be charged if stored outdoors during the winter. A
monthly charging will keep the battery from freezing and
also extend its life.
Miscellaneous
If you have a handful of used rubber bands as I do,
throw them out and plan to buy a new box next season.
This would be a good time to check your supply of spare
glow plugs, propellers, etc., and make up a parts list to
replace those used during the summer. If, during your
inspection, you run into problems or there is something
you are not sure about, call another club member for
some advice or suggestions. Make the repairs during
the winter and save the warm weather for flying!
Reprinted from the AMA Insider, November 2008.
Original author—St. Paul Model Radio Controllers, Inc.,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Letter to the Editor (Received Sept 30th)

September Meeting

Hi Folks:
No particular reason for this email, but as we approach
the end of the summer flying season, I'd like to offer a
whole hearted THANK YOU to all the Stetson exec. for
providing me with a tremendous experience in RC flying
this summer.
The summary highlights are as follows:
Being an eager beaver, I managed to solo by myself on
April 13, and who should come along to witness my first
deadstick but Pres. Don! Well timed sir! That particular
aircraft was a hybrid Boxfly fuse with a Quickie 500
wing, donated to the cause by my friend Peter Birchall
of Brockville. The ancient Enya 35 proved unreliable,
and a transplant to an old OS 40 LA was successful,
and provided reliable power for 50 flights or so, until I
ruined the fuselage after a major fuel spill.
After an abortive attempt to get a Yak 54 airborne with
help from Maurice, I finished off a proper trainer aircraft
and enjoyed a great number of flights with this unit.
Then came my lucky father's day, and I was showered
with gifts of a Pulse 40 and a Tango. These quickly became my favorite aircraft and allowed me to develop my
flying quickly, and also develop many great new friends
during the warm days of summer...with lots of Hot Dog
lunches, great camaraderie, and about 12 gallons of fuel
(Richard is smiling!!).
It was topped off with an opportunity to help at the IMAC
Nationals, where I witnessed how aerobatics are SUPPOSED to be flown. That has fired my desire to fly this
kind of big, high and safe style of aerobatics. I have
managed to learn the BASIC routine, and am presently
learning several SPORTSMAN maneuvers...and the
challenges continue.
This Autumn, I met my Waterloo, and managed to dumb
-thumb two beautiful kites into the ground in one single
week! So much for my feelings of invincibility!
I suppose it was inevitable that I'd get carried away and
mess up...and I did. So, another hard (spelled expensive) lesson was learned, and the education continues!
I now look forward to more learning experiences with my
many new friends at Stetson Flyers.
Thanks Guys. It's a very nice place to fly and a really
good group!
Looking forward to many years of enjoyment in the
hobby/sport,
Sincerely,
Gary Robertson
MAAC 6326
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Stetson Student Fun Fly

Thanks to Hal MacDonald for the great photos!
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